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mY Delightſul taſk ! to rear the tender thought, —— 

5 I 0o teach the young idea how to ſhoot, ; 

To pour the freſh inftruftion o'er the ming. 

To breathe th' inſpiring ſpirit, to implant : | 

| | The gen'rous purpoſe in the glowing breaſt. "$8 
| Tnouson, 
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| Joun, Lord Viſcount Licon, 


F ield Marl — ee in Chief of 
his Majeſty's Forces, one of his Majeſty* 3 
moſt honourable! Privy-Council, Knight 

of the ' moſt honourable Order an * 


Bath, 2 * S. on: &c. 


Mr Loy, 2 


; Were n impro- 


priety there may appear, in 
dedicating. - a tale of private in- | 


ſtruction to a N obleman, diſtinguiſhed 
ſo greatly, ſo endeared to this country, 
by a long life of military virtue z the 
hero of Dettingen, F dontenoy, and La 
Fe eldt; the companion of the immor- 
tal Marlborough, and of that Saviour 
„ Vor. IJ. A of _ 


DEDICATION. 


| i 5 hisxcountry his Royal Highneſs the 
1 Duke of Cumberland; and whoſe fame 4 
will be eo-eval with hiſtoryitfelf : yet, PR 
my Lord, thoſe exalted, thoſe amiable # 
propenſitics of heart, | which you ever 
displayed, and which. have conciliated 
the affection and raiſed! the admiration 
I of all mankind; — apologize 
a for this addreſs, | 


You have conquered. our enemies, 
my Lord, and you have ſubdued our 
Hearts. Thie acts of benevolence you | 
ite Male, hay Hourty em ployed 1 * 
the nitthificen with! wich you p er 


Lats! übte eHüritieb, by at lle tender 


nignity Wiek WRIth you bend ache 
lief F Pfikte ene 3 uy diſtreſs, 
ive added to that vener tation, Seh 
Jy Bal noBIE"" archievements, the 
ett and lobe a aff yool! n men. mat 

"Ohms 


DEDICATUON ir. 
ö 5 TwWas, therefore, my Lord, ? that 
the editor of the following pages, con- 
ſcious that his labours were calculated 
to ſerve the cauſe of piety, and virtue, 
could think of no patron, whoſe name 
would appear with ſuch Juſtice before 
it, or who, with a candour and gene- 
roſity only allied to the nobleſt minds, 
would nuke the propet᷑ amd neceflary 
allowances for any defects in his man- 
neriof enecuting His work. 


My Lord, he humbly beſeeches 
your Lordſhip to accept · of this teſti- 
mony of his profound duty and re- 
Ipect; whilſt he j joins the whole king- 
dom, in fervent wiſhes and prayers, 
that your Lordſhip's valuable life may 
be preſerved yet many years, to the 
delight and benefit of your Lordſhip's 
family ; and of your friends, who muſt 
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2 HE following pages. were written » a 
Friend io the family they. commemorate, 
chiefly for the uſe of their youthful progeny, 
to impreſs upon their minds a proper ſenſe * 
duty and gratitude to their Creator, 4 6 
à veneration and love of their parents Jy 
Friends, the illutrious founders of. their for- 
tune. By theſe deſcendants of our hero, they 
were, after many applications, put into my 
hands for the benefit of the public; and as © 
J was convinced the peruſal would Produce 
the moſt jalutary effefts to the riſing genera- 
tion, I | gladly undertook the taſk of an edi. 
. 

'T have taken very e Werties w ith the 

original MS. which appeared 10 be the work. 
of a maſter : None, indeed, but what be 
delicacy of the parties concerned were the oc- 
cafion of. To this it is owing that the tranſ- 


ations it records (the loft of which br 
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ed near « half a century ſince) are placed in 4 
later period, which. bas accaſioned ſome tvil- 
ful anathroniſms ; and T have alſo altered 
the names of perſons, and of laces, IL was 
certaiilly exptdichr, whilf Ireastrdeatour- 
ing to benefit the world, by this publication, 
40 ſcreen the family from being objetTs. of. uni. 


verſal curis 1200 and is elude the 9 / 
applicatiq vs, However, to many perſons Wn ot 
Jene ef 720 % Sg charatzer, who 25 


1 on, e family, there wilt 33 
pothi pairs.” "With, one "of 
Ben 0 tb 7⁰ ſerve in the army. 
in, 46 5 Mant ** the world, Who was q 

erlinan of Ned Jan" a wir the + 3 — 
favour 1 wes Pilrodaced Yo the Teprefentatios 

of the aui, wow 7 feated in the pow of 
and 57 Id u ith 4 numerous 72 
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"There eb K jo mea Ardlty 
| frangty, 77 lugh real piety, ſucb ag lowing 2 


lence, . 44s the, Generous : 
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all 


NR E PACE. ix 
all inſpire m readers with. a;noble emulation 
ta betawe, like them,' the patrons of. tbe diſ- 
treſſed, and pour the balm of camfurt into the 
afflicted: feud ; lite ibem bt cligious without 
bigatry, be juft, humane, and ſemperate: 
And may the fair peruſersof ibeſe fpeets copy 
We excellencees \ of Miſs Thomas and Mrs, 
Lind, aud avoid the” foibles that di Ming uiſo | 
fome-other of aur female chara&ers, which -I 
indulged, frequently. lead to crimes that pi 4 
duce. nece{[arily almoſt, ſcenes of diftraflion 
aud uuayuidable unbappineſs.— Here, let the 
petulant ſnarler at the follies and miſeries, of 
buman life, who with ſupercilious pride rails 
ol vhe made and manner of his exiftence, be- 
hold to hat a god-like bright of virtue be 
Tay Soar, and to what noble and exalted pur- 
Poſes he may convert; the. few years: allowed ta 
ail ute of prubaliun. Af, as an elegant 
der iber, and a guad judge of mankind, oblervet, 
Were is a: certain degree both of templar 
+ Yiow aud Jdiftreſs, that puts à man ine ſilur 
$6 akon: $0: which the. ſervitude of buman-ng- : 
ture is at" ſeldom: equal, how muſt we 
applaud: the man whoſe fortitude was proof 
againſt every temptation and every misfortune, 
who determined to att as became him, as be- 
e came 
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Hemet" rem, and accountable creature, 
robatoveranight Bride bs in this fret and 


WHCer Fain Rate? 0 

be Pile ets of. this Nie 
may not, "perhaps, be "umexceptionable; yet I 
apprebend it was worote under the cool correc- 
tion of judgment, and agretably to the rules of 
juſt criticiſm'; but in Ibeſt matters] ſhall not 
attempt to prejndicute, leaving it with the 
reader to applaud or cenſure, according to 
bis own judgment.——If the plot, ſentiments, 
moral, and-cataftrophe, do not mer t with ap- 
Probation, IL. Hall efleem it a proof that ſome- 
what beyond probability, above reaſon, and 
direfully fatal, muſt be neteſſary to excite public 
attention; | ſomewhat, in ſhort, that never 
happened in life, and is only the omar 
4 wild, romantic,  creatvefancy. 
Alfter recommending the work, enkel 
PM the blooming youth of this kingdom, as 
a @ monitor and à mirror, ſincerely wiſhing it 
may produce the ſame effefs on them, it bas 
en tboſe for whoſe uſe it was intended, I can 

think my mT more, neceſſary to be ſaid by 
bbs The Editor. 
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A — and the Conſequences 


thereof. — Account of a ages G entleman | 
and bis TO | | 


* 
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HE ſun had ſcarce appeared | 
T *Þ above the horizon, one fine 
morning in the month of Au- 
guft, when Mr. Goldſmith, 
a gentleman of a conſiderable eſtate 
in Carmarthenſhire, (whoſe lands, waſh'd 
by the ſea, were part of thoſe which form 


the extenſive bay on which the town of 
Kidwelly ſtands) full of health and ſpirits, 


Vor, I. B ; | main- 


CO hos T The. 3 Britan. . 
maintained by temperanc 


nperance and manly ex- 
ciſe, ſhaking off the chains of 1 
J ont wich LY E 


P Ws 2 


Gear Aer — — the ang 
night, by as ſevere a ſtorm as he 
had for many years remembered. The 


honeſt Briton beheld the waves rolling, 
with abating yet ſtill dreadful fury, and 
| foaming towards the ſhore: At a diſtance, 


in the offing, he perceiv'd ſeveral ſmall 
veſſels, ſome of which were diſmaſted, and 
tumbling about in an alarming manner, 
without the power of governing or di- 
recting their motions, being left to their 
Jaded crews, who had many hours been 
ſtruggling to preſerve their lives amidſt 


the gloom of fo horrid a night. 


Goldſmith's generous boſom felt ſen- 


5 ſibly for the hardſhips his fellow - creatures 


were expoſed to; he wiſh'd it was in his 


power to get them ſafe to ſhore, and to 
ſee them at his hoſpitable board, refreſh- 
ing themſelves after their fatigues; but 


his wiſhes were unavailing ; for the wind, 


tho” not now . boiſterous, blowing from 
| , the 
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Nie Generous Briton, 3 

the eaſtward of the North, of courſe 
| they were driving apace from the land. 
He ſigh'd, and as he traverſed the ſtrand, 
made many reflections upon the miſeries 
human creatures are incident to, from 
their adventurous purſuits of riches on 
the flattering ocean ; but adored the 
goodneſs of that Being, whoſe eye is ſo 
mercifully employed in ſurveying the ac- 
tions of his creatures, and who protects 
them under the greateſt trials and dan- 
gers, and to whom, in an extempore eja- 
culation, he recommended them. As he 
thus muſingly walk'd towards a kind of 
little peninſula, which terminated his 
grounds, he though the perceived ſomewhat 
like a bundle, at a conſiderable diſtance, 
and, mending his pace, diſcovered part 
of the ruins of a boat, which he made 
no doubt, in attempting the ſhore, had 
been beat to pieces on the ſands. A man 
of ſo much ſenſibility as he was endued 
with, could not refrain from tears, at this 
melancholy ſpectacle, when the idea of the 
unhappy wretches periſhing, in the en- 
deavour to ſave their lives, was con- 
B 2 | nected 
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1 _ The Genermus Brin. 
nected therewith: But other, and ſtill 
more touching objects, now preſented 
themſelves; what he had miſtaken for a 
large bundle, appeared to be the corpſe 
of a woman, of no mean aſpect or at- 
tire: Her dreſs beſpoke her of a condi- 
tion above the vulgar, and the pallid 
cheek, and half-cloſed eyes, ſtill wore the 
ſemblance of harmony and beauty. Her 
hands and arms had ſuffered greagly, and 
were torn and bruis'd in ſeveral places; 
be ſide her lay, ſeemingly in the agonies of 
death, a lovely infant who appeared to 
be near two years old, and whoſe little 
arms were faſt lock'd round one of the 
lady's. Struck to the heart at this fight, 
Goldſmith ſnatch'd up the infant, and 
ran with eager ſteps to his houſe, which 
ſtood about a quarter of a mile diſtant 
from the ſpot, and ordering his houſe- 
keeper to uſe all means that poſſibly ſhe 
could, to reſtore it to warmth and life, 
haſted again to the ſtrand with his ſer- 
vants, and conveyed the body of the un- 
happy mother alſo to the ſame place. 
Amongſt a number of uſeful attainments, 
. this 


| The Generous Brin. 5 
this eee had acquired a conſidera- 
ble knowledge in phyſick and ſurgery, by 
which he had done great ſervice in his 
neighbourhood, and, by uſing the pro- 
per means, the infant ſoon came to itſelf, 
opened its eyes and look'd around him, 
with a ſmiling cherub's face, that was won- 
derfully engaging to the by-ſtanders ; but 
the Lady was gone for ever ; no methods 
could light up thoſe charms, which ap- 
parently had once reign'd in her face. 
Mr. Goldſmith, more pleas'd, however, 
with the prize he had obtained, than if it 
had been an increaſe of fortune, was de- 
lighted to behold the little innocent, who. 
eat the food provided for him, with re- 
markable avidity, and, when wrapt in dry 
cloaths, fell into a profound ſleep. 
As it was plain, from the habit of the 
lady as well as that of her infant, as be- 
fore obſerved, that they were of no ordi- 
_ nary rank, Goldſmith, interred her with 
reſpectful decency, and profeſſed, as he 
had no children of his own, he would, 
according to the Roman cuſtom, adopt the 
young foundling, and therefore not only 


nx — a 


6 . The Generous Briton. 
gave him his name, but prepared every 
thing for his nurſing and bringing up, in 
that character. Indeed, the little Billy, 
as we may now call him, ſeem'd to merit 
a particular conſideration; his ſoft fea- 
tures, the harmony of his perſon, the 
ten thouſand engaging prettineſſes that 
diſcovered: themſelves, already, in his in- 
fant actions; the notice he took of every 
body, and the imitative ſounds he uttered, 
made him a molt pleaſing companion for 
the family; and Mrs. Julian, the houſe- 
keeper, ſeconded her maſter's fondneſs of 
him, and became an excellent nurſe, in 
a very ſhort time. 
Mr. Goldſmith was deſcended of a- Hog 
family in the Weſt of England, of which 
part of the iſland his father had been a 
native. The eſtate on which he now re- 
ſided, which brought in near 40ol. per 
annum, came by his mother, who was a 
| Carmarthenſhire lady. His father, after 
loſing the greateſt part of his own fortune 
in the South-ſea bubble, had retired to 
it, with his conſort and ſon, and there 


* ended their os The fon was, 
about 


The S Briton, 7 


about the time of this adventure, in his 
45th year. He had received a good edu- 
cation, which he had improved' by books 
and converſation, and the rectitude of his 
mind, and the benevolence of his heart 
and actions, had long attracted the eſteem 
and veneration of all his neighbours. The 
death of a lady who had engaged the 
affections of his youth, produced a reſo- 
lution, in which he had invariably per- 
ſiſted for a number of years, of never 
altering his condition; and as he was thus 
unincumbered with the care of providing 
for a family, he contented himſelf with 
living upon his little fortune, which, 
having no taſte for expenſive pleaſures, 
and paſſing his days in phtloſophic retire- 
ment, was ſufficient for all his occaſions : 
Nay, he was ſo great an œconomiſt, as to 
afford himſelf many opportunities of in- 
dulging the generoſity of his heart; 
few of the neceſſitous families within the 
compaſs of his knowledge, but had found 


relief in their neceſſities from his liberal 
hand. „ 


4 His 


"the Generous Bites. | 


His family conſiſted of his houſckeeper, 
_ maid, and two men-ſervants. The houſe- 
1 was a diſtant relation, and in the 
Soth year of her age. Mrs. Julian, was 
2 widow, after having ſuffered every 
thing that could render life diſagreeable 
and painful, from thirty years cohabita- 
tion with a bad huſhand, and had com- 
ply'd with the invitation of Mr. Gold- 
ſmith, to retire to the management of his 
family, where ſhe might obliterate the 
memory of her misfortunes. She was a 
woman of a decent appearance, much 
piety,” and unblemiſhed integrity, which 
bad given her a great aſcendant in her 
maſter's eſteem. By the aſſiſtance of theſe 
ſervants, he cultivated a conſiderable part 
of his eſtate himſelf, and, by his ſucceſs 
in farming and agriculture, had increaſed 
bis means of doing good. 
He had no relations in the principality, 
but what were maternal, conſiſting of a 
firſt couſin, Mrs. Jones, the wife of a 


merchant at Carmarthen, and her two 


ſons, and a daughter, the latter an infant; 
=, | nnd in ue circumſtances, | 
and 


and Mr. Goldſmith and their family had A 

always liv'd upon terms together; 
he conſidered their children as his heirs, 1 
| and they had endeavoured - by N me- "I 
thod to engage his affection, and to _ 1 
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. of Mr. Goldfmith's Houſe, Kc. 
His Neighbours err — 2 heir 
If Vit to the * 


F Mr. Goldſmith? s villa was not mag 

nificent, it was large and uſeful. It was 
an antique ſtructure, which ſtile of build- 
ing he had not deviated from, in the al- 
terations and additions he had lately 
made. The moſs that grew on the roof, 
and the ivy that cling'd to the walls, and 
crawPd over the whole fabric, he eſteem'd 
more than the moſt ſplendid ornaments. 
The houſe was ſpacious, and contained a 
great number of irregular, but roomy 
apartments, the furniture of which, in 
general, was of much the ſame date as 
the building. A double row of fine Elms 
form'd an avenue in front, and a ſpacious 
garden and orchard, extended a long way 


1 


behind the edifice, from which, as they 
lay high, the eye was delighted with a 


moſt charming and extenſive proſpect of 
the neighbouring country; the town of 
Kidwelly, the fine bay of Carmarthen, 

and 
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TY more di ſtantly of Briſtol! channel, 
with numerous veſſels ploughing the 
waves. At the extremity of the orchard, 
were the verdant. meadows where his 
numerous herds grazed, and his bleating 
Aocks cropp'd the delicious herbage. On 
each ſide, but at ſome diſtance from the: 
houſe, were his barns, ſtables, granaries, 
9 ſtalls for his cattle ; the whole look-- 

, afar off, like a conſiderable village. 

Fir. Goldſmith, in what he uſed to 
mie his Muſeum, had ſelected a library, 
if it may, without offence to book - worms, 
be ſo called, which if it did not conſiſt 
of a great number of books, was ſtored 
with the moſt approved in every art 
and ſcience. The globes, a theodolite, 
with a ſet of the molt uſeful mathemati- 
cal inſtruments ;. an harpſichord, violin, 
German flute and French horn, with a. 
collection of the beſt muſick, were the: 
other ſtores of this apartment, which 
overlook'd the garden, and was one of 
the moſt pleaſant in the houſe. Here he 
| ſpent many of his choiceſt hours, here he. 
onvers'd with the illuſtrious ' dead, and; 
| R 6. here: 
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= . muſes 

* i 5 ; tun d his mind to that ſympathetic foft- 
- neſs which was ene rack in his com- 


Paſition. _ 5 
_ Two, , 1. 8 n 


Ar d . and his converſation 
| em, the Rev. Mr. Jenkins, the 
passen of the pariſh; the other, Squire 
Lloyd, the Lord of the manor. The 
parſon had been ſeated there for ſome 
years, had a ſmall patrimony of his own, 
and his living brought him in about 70 J. 
Y per ann. He was middle-aged, had ſeen 
tte world (having been formerly chaplain 
5 to à factory in Spain) and abounded in 
| good-will and loving-kindneſs to all man- 
kind. His notions of Religion were 
not confined to any ſect or party; he be- 
nev'd the glad tidings of ſalvation were 
brought to all rational beings, and deem'd 
that man the beſt chriſtian who obey'd the 
moral precepts of the goſpel, withour 
__ diſtrating himſelf and bewilderiog others 
b about the ceremonies and myſteries therein 
3 2750 | Contained, which he thought chriſt- | 
4 uns ſhould be left at their liberty to re- 
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the e Briton. "" * 
ceive or reject, as the evidence for them or 
againſt them appeared, upon ſerious enqui- 
rex, to preponderate. Tho an excellent ſcho- 
lar, he was no pedant, and in his ſermons 
and converſation took particular care ne- 
ver to riſe above the level of his audience, 
or his companions. He was an Hfraelite 
indeed, in whom no guile was to be found; 
and as he was perfectly free from the leaſt 
appearance of evil himſelf, he was with 
great difficulty brought to think ill of his 
neighbour. He was married ; but had 
no children, to his abundant ation 3 
for Madam Jenkins, he had long found, 
was not the moſt deſirable conſort. Alas ö 
his inexperience in the ſex, had yok d 
him to an help- mate, whaſe ſeverity of 
face, external ſanctity, and prudiſh parti- 
cularity were her only recommendations. 
Deceiv'd by her formality, he became 
her ſpouſe ; but ſoon diſcovered that he 
had a legion of demons to deal with. 
Teapritth more pride than, perhaps, ever 
exiſted in all her ſex together, built up- 
on à long Benealogy of ap- Rice's and 
ap- Henry 35 , which. the had at her fingers 
een. ends, | 
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. . a W. 
ends, and wbich would not permit her to 
keep company with any one of an inferior 
i amp. Secondly, ſuch an overweaning 
conceit of her own underſtanding and 
perſon, that ſhe look d down even on 
dhe lady of the manor with contempv - 
8 and diſdain. Thirdly, a moſt violent 
| Fpiric of oppoſition, which nothing could. 
abate, tho in every conteſt with her huf-- 
band or. her neighbours, ſhe was per- 
petually in the wrong. Fourthly, £6, I 
much ſuperſtition and enthufiaſm i in re- 7 
lgious matters, that ſhe rivalled every 3 
| de votee whoſe whims have been recorded 9 
iin ſtory. The dogmas of Calvin were 
All entertained in her fhallow head; 
ſhe firmly believed the doctrine of orĩigi- 
nal fin, election and reprobation , and had: 
extended the latter ſo far, as to pro= . 
nounce the whole pariſh in à damnable 
ſtate, but herſelf; nay, her unhappy huſ-. 
band was of the number of the chil- 
4 den of perdition. In vain he had en- 
1 | deavoured to - reaſon. with herz; hu-- 
4 man reaſon was not to be de- 
5] Wh pended | upon, and ſhe had drawn in 
3 hh 
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= Ker mind ſo gloomy, ſo ter r ible a pic- 
ture of the divine Being, as amounted. 
to little leſs than blaſphemy. Haply Mr. 
Jenkins had ſo preach d, and ſoliv'd, that 
His flock were well arm'd againſt her de- 
luſions, and the found herſelf almoſt 
fingle in her ſentiments; a moſt wretched, 
ill tempered, onamiable creature, and 
| 5 ph. at every turn to play the very de- 
vil for God's ſake, F * we > may 1 ex- 
preſs durſelves. 
Squire Lloyd was a young ene, 
of much honour and good nature; but 
as his education had not been greatly at- 
tended to, he had liv'd, for ſome years, 
a life of rural diffipation, hunting, fiſh- 
ing and ſhooting being his- chief employ- 
ments; in ſhort, he was the perfect Will 
Wimble of the county : But his matriage 
With a young lady of ſenſe and virtue, 
and his acquaintance with Mr. Goldſmith 
and Mr. Jenkins, had now given another 
biaſs to his mind. He grew fond of books 
and improving converſation, and lamented 
the little care his parents had taken to cul- 
Tivate his underſtanding. He, who had 
been 
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te Generous Briton: 


1 4 the chief of the ſporrsio the whole vi- 
cCinity, was now, ſo amiable and gentle was. 
his diſpoſition, content to become the pu- 
pil of his friends, and as his natural ca- 
pacity was very extraordinary, had made 
a conſiderable progreſs in uſeful know- 
Hedge. His eſtate was about 800 l. per 
annum, upon which he liv'd in a gene- 
rous and hoſpitable manner. His lady had 
nothing very ſhining in her perſon ; but 
her breaft was the feat of every noble and 
exalted virtue. She wag. tender and com- 
- paſſionate, her eyes never turn'd Away, 
from, her cars were never ſhut to, the 
 diftreſſes of others, and her hand was al- 
ways open to their relief. Her mind was 
ſtor'd with every grace, her foul ap- 
ard exalted above every thing low and. 
trivial 3 ſhe was at once a good chriſtian, | 
an excellent and indulgent wife, a valu- | 
able friend and a kind miſtreſs. Tho? 
ſhe ſoon perceived the defects of her 
huſband, as. they proceeded only. from, 
ignorance, and ſhe found he had a valu- 
able heart, and an atniable temper, ſhe 


batt too much Gelicacy to affect any ſuꝑe 
Tiority, 
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ly infant, continued the clergym 
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riority. She behav'd to him with a reſpect 
and eſteem flowing from affection, and 
by every ſoft and gentle allurement had 
brought him off his former way of life; 
by which ſhe had ſecured happineſs to 
both, as far as it can be enjoyed by mor- 
tals: in a word, the whole principality 
N might have been explored, without diſ- 
covering ſo harmonious, ſo affectionate, 
or ſo truly amiable a couple. 
As ſoon as the adventure of the F and. | 
ling was known to Mr, Goldſmith's 
| friends, they all came to his houſe to ſee 
the little innocent. Mr. Jenkins and the 
Squire, endeavoured to fortify him in 
the reſolution he had taken to rear it up. 
as his own; nor did the former forget to 
deſcant upon the wonderful events that 
chequer human life; whereby ſome are 
raiſed from obſcurity to riches and ſplen- 
dour, and others caſt down to the loweſt 
abyſs of miſery: This infant, this love- 


to have been born the fayourite of for- i 


tune; but by this ſad accident, is now de- 
» privedof one, if not both its. parents; 
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18 The Genercus Briton, 


and who they were, perhaps, will never 
be diſcovered. Ah! my friend Gold- 
ſmith, look upon the child as a gift from 


Heaven: it may one day reward you, by 


the progreſs it may make in virtue, by its 
piety, by its extenſive knowledge, and 
the uſe he will be of to his fellow-creatures. 


May the ſupreme Being (taking the little 


creature in his arms and kiſſing him) be- 
ſtow every bleſſing upon thee, thou pretty 


unfortunate May we live to ſee thee 


grow in grace and the knowledge of thy 
Creator; be an honour to his name, and a 
comfort to thy patron and his friends? 
Poor baby ! (wiping his eyes) what fond 
views and ſchemes of happineſs had thy 
parents formed for thee! What pangs 


muſt the furvivor feel, if either eſcaped 


death in the cruel ftorm ; or if both exiſt, 
how ſupremely wretched muſt they be! I 
ſurvey thee as a precious boon from Hea- 
ven, which, by thy miraculous preſerva- 
tion, ſeems to intend thee for more im- 
portant ends and purſuits than our narrow 
views can penetrate !— Yes, we will all 


a: in the generous taſk ] will be thy 
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The Generous Briton. 19 
preceptor—the Squire ſhall learn thee thy 
exerciſts— his lady ſhall ſuperintend thy 
infant years, with the good Mrs. Julian! 
| —See, how the dear creature ſmiles !—— 
What an amiable countenance ! —what 
a placid ſweetneſs! Happy infant! thou 
| haſt fallen into merciful hands thy pa- 
tron is able to faſhion thee, by inculcat- 
ing every good, every noble ſentiment z 
to make thee what a rational creature 
ſhould be.” 

The Squire and his- lady beſtowed an 
infinite number of careſſes upon the pretty 
fellow; and the latter begged the favour 
ſhe might be indulged in compleating his 
_ preſent habit. But Mrs. Jenkins, with 
her uſual reſerve, looked at the in- 
fant with ſilent diſguſt—hinted, that the 
parents muſt have been guilty of ſome 
great crimes —that 1 it was plain the child 
was an outcaſt from God; and that it 
was next to impiety to give it harbour or 


ſuccour. As the company had been long 1 


. uſed to her ſtrange ideas and odious jar- 
gon, what ſhe ſaid was received with 
ſmiles. of - contempt : but Mr. Jenkins 

* K. 3 | gt 


15 20 Me Generous Briton, 
| read her a ſmart lecture upon arrogating 
| to herſelf the liberty of judging ſo ſevere- 
ly, and dealing about ſo impiouſly - the | 
arcana of Omnipotence. To this ſhe 
made no reply, but toſſing up her head 
© _  quitted the company, full of ſpleen, ill> | 
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Y Churater of Mrs. Jones and her Family — 
Mrs. Jentius vit, and its . 


Hatever little effect Mrs. Jenkins's 
inſinuations had at Mr. Gold- 
T Cnith's, ſhe ſoon found out a proper ſub- 
ject to work upon, in Mrs. Jones, to 
whom ſhe very officiouſly, ſoon after, 
paid a viſit, at Carmarthen. Fe 
Mrs. Jones was one of thoſe ladies, 
who, under a ſpecious appearance of free- 
dom and generoſity, veil as much pride 
and avarice, as perhaps ever uſurped the 
dominion of a female breaſt. All her 
views were directed to the aggrandiſement 
of her family; her children already, in 
her fond imagination, were poſſeſſed of 
immenſe fortunes, and lordiag it over 
their neighbours; and the opulence of 
her huſband, who had been very ſucceſs- 
ful in buſineſs, together with the moral 
certainty of her couſin Goldſmith's eſtate 
coming to her, contributed not a little to 
ſtrengthen her in theſe viſions of warldly 
4 happineſs. Mean time ſhe neglected the 
F | means 
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| 1 from 0 mamma? 8 fight, and. to 
undergo the drudgery of ſchool diſcipline ; 
fo that his education had been confinec 
"© dancing, and reading plays -and ro- 
ma.mances to his mamma, and, when un- 
bdbending from theſe ſtudies, he was the 
| tormentor of all the ſervants in the houſe, 
and at twelve years of age, tho adored by 
bis ſhort- ſighted parents, he was hated and 
dreaded by every perſon who had any con- 
nexion with them. Billy, the youngeſt, 
about ten years of age, began already to 
indicate a fertile genius. He was not his 
mamma's favourite, and conſequently waͤs 
nn no great danger of being ruined; he was 
ſiuffered to carry his own ſatchel to ſchool, 
4 to learn latin, and to be whipped, fe- 
rula'd, and caned, when he deſerved it, 
without remonſtrance; by which kind of 
diſcipline (which by the bye he ſeldom 
deſerved but for unlucky tricks, being 
very fond of his Hk) he became hardy, 
_ had none of the. idle complaints ſo 
common 
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Mm 1. ap in his brother's mouth. One 
= conſequence of this different rreatrient 
= was, that it produced a kind of men 
between the two brothers: Tom treated 
Billy with ſupercilious contempt, as a 
being below his notice; whilſt Billy look - 
ed upon Tom as a finical puppy, a dunce, 
and an ignoramus, and very ſeldom could 
be prevailed upon to play with, or keep 
him company. Billy's turn of mind had 
= greatly ingratiated him with Mr. Gold- 
= ſmith, who took little notice of Tom, 
and had freely cenſured Mrs. Jones's 
manner of bringing him up; but what 
he ſaid had but little effect; the looked 
upon him as an old bachelor who had no 
notion of the manner children ſhould be 
treated in; and as her darling was ſure of 
a conſiderable fortune from his father, ſne 
was not much concerned at the preference 
he gave to Billy, nor with the reflection 
that he would probably become his heir. 
She had, indeed, made an eſſay or two, to 
induce him to take the lad entirely under 
his on care; but Mr. Goldſmith had 
Tefus'd the. office, an. himſelf with 
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© Dog inſtructions to his ſchoolmaſter, 


and ſupplying him with books and other 
. | Tequilites for his ſtudies. As to Miſs 
Lucy, ſhe was ſcarce two years old; but 
her pretty amiable countenance promis'd, 


one day, to beam forth reſplendent gra- 
ces. Mr. Jones himſelf was a quiet eaſy 


man, much turmoiling with the affairs of 
the world; traffick and the improvement 


of his fortune ingroſs'd his whole time; he 
could think or talk of nothing elſe, and left 


_ the affairs of the family, and the educa- 


tion of his offspring entirely to his wife, 
whoſe will he implicitly obey'd, and 
whoſe every word was rever d by him as 


 oracular. 


. Mrs. Jones's temper, tho”, in the main, 


Gimilar to that of Mrs. Jenkins, was not 
_ fo troubleſome to thoſe connected with 
her; the could diſſemble and accommo- 


date herſelf to the humours of others; 
whereas the latter was ſuperior to any hy- 
pocriſy, which, tho no very elegible 
quality, would however have made her a 


more tolerable companion than ſhe was. 


* nene had dong humour 'd her foible, 
4 - thinking 


* . 
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thinking her a neceſſary intelligencer for 
what paſs'd in the family of her couſin, as 
Mrs. Julian was too upright to make 
her maſter's affairs the ſubject of her diſ- 
courſe ; beſide, as perſons of mean abili- 
ties and bad tempers, generally hate 
thoſe of a more exalted way of thinking, 
ſhe never lik'd Mrs. Lloyd, whoſe ſenti- 
ments and manners reproach'd her own fo 
ſeverely, and therefore in order to pique 
her, ſhew'd more than ordinary conſi- 
deration for Mrs. Jenkins, whom ſhe 
knew ſhe deſpis'd. N | 
Theſe two worthy ladies met : Mrs. Jen- 
kins, after ſome indifferent chat aſk'd 
Mrs. Jones if ſhe had heard of Mr. 
Goldſmith's bringing is child home. 
« Fis child, Madam!“ ſhe return'd, 
„ what can you mean? I know my cou- 
fin has no child to bring home.” Well, 
be that as it may,” reply'd the other, 
e a child he has brought home, and in- 
tends to breed him up as his own. Indeed 
he tells a fine ſtory of the child's being 
caſt on ſhore upon his grounds, in a late 
ſtorm, and my huſband and Squire 
Vol. I, C Lloyd, 


3 * "IE 2 Briton. 

Lloyd, and his good natured lady, believe 
him; but I proteſt I rather think it the 
produce of ſome ſcandalous amour. Lack- 
a-day, madam, its a wonder you have not 
heard of it! — What, have you never 
been conſulted about the little boy, who 
no doubt is to be bred up a philoſo- 
pher ? never your opinion been aſk'd, 
what habit maſter ſhall wear ? how he is 
to be rear'd up ? — No, I perceive by 
your ſurprize you are not of the cabinet 
counſel, Well, he has given him his 
own name — and I ſuppoſe intends to 
make him his heir — your family will 
now be little the better for him, I ſuppoſe 
— the little brat, if he lives, will take 
all --- ſome low-life wanton baggage, I 
gueſs, has been profuſe of her favours, 
and a worthy family will ſuffer for it. But 
don't fear, God will hever proſper ſuch 
deeds — Baſtard flips can never take deep 
root.” 

Here ſhe paus'd, but ſhe might have 
continued her harangue ſome minutes 
longer; for what ſhe had ſaid had ſuch an 
effect upon her companion, as to rob her 

e of 
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of utterance, and call up ſuch a variety of 
paſſions as were near choaking her. She 
ſtar d — her eyes rolled — her boſom 
ſwell· d — ſhe trembled from head to foot 
— a hundred various ideas filled her mind; 

ſhe could not ſuddenly believe ſo ill of a 
man of Mr. Goldſmith's character, and 
yet the bold ſuggeſtion of Mrs, Jenkins 
ſtaggered her much ; but to hear the child 
was to be brought up as his own ; was 
to be his heir, robb'd her of all pa- 
tience, and prepared her to give credit to 
all Mrs. Jenkins's inſinuations. Here ſhe 


was touch'd to the quick, her pride and 


ſelf-intereſtedneſs were at; once alarmed ; 
but, tho* ſhe begun to ſet down every 
thing this malignant devotee ſaid as mat- 


ter of fact, how could ſhe help herſelf? 


— Mr. Goldſmith was his own maſter, 
and maſter of his fortune; to the reverſion 
of which ſhe or her family could have no 
claim, and he might deviſe it to another : 
He was under no manner of obligation to 
her, or her family; on the contrary, ſhe. 
was under many. to him. Beſide, his 


character, his behaviour awed her, and 
C 2 ſne 
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ſhe determined, before ſhe ſpoke, to pre- 


tend an indifference at what ſhe heard ; 


hut at the ſame time to ſearch to the very 


| bottom-of the affair, for which purpoſe 


ſhe would the next day make her couſin a 
viſit, in company with Mrs. Jenkins. 
0 Well (at length ſhe anſwered) you have 
told me news, indeed, madam; but 1 
know Mr. Goldſmith too well to think 
the child his; no, no, madam, I muſt 
think he never had any commerce with 
our ſex; but however, pleaſe God, to- 
morrow Pl 80 and ſee the young bant- 
ling, and hope you'll paſs the night with 
us, and accompany me there; I long to 
know more of this matter.“ Mrs. Jen- 


kins aſſenting, ſtaid at Carmarthen till 


the next day, when they both ſet out for 


Mr. Goldſmith's; but that lady recollect- 


ing what ſhe had ſaid, and fearful Mrs. 
Jones might mention it, enjoin'd her to 
ſecrecy, and declined going with her up- 
on her viſit z whereupon they parted at 
her own door, after the uſual. comple- 
ments, | Sar 1 0 
HAF. 
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e 


Mrs. Jones's Behaviour at Mr. Goldſmith*s, 
and other Matters. 


IH E firſt perſon that preſented to 
Mrs. Jones, at Mr. Goldſmith's, 
was Mrs. Julian, with the child in her 
arms. She was walking and prattling 
to little Billy, with an air of extreme 
fondneſs, in the avenue before the houſe, 
and did not perceive Mrs. Jones's ap- 
proach. That lady cry'd out as ſoon as 
ſhe was near enough, Bleſs me ! Mrs. 
Julian, what have you got a nurſery ?”? 
Mrs. Julian turn'd round and anſwered, 
Les, madam: I am glad you are come to 
partake af our ſatisfaction; you'll be 
 charm'd with the engaging baby, as every 
one is that has ſeen him. Poor dear crea- 

ture,” ſhe continued, preſſing him to 
her boſom, we have recovered him to 
life, and he ſeems, in his little way, to 
be making us every grateful return. See, 
madam, what an engaging ſmile ! what 
wi.» T7 an 
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nately paid to all ſuch little folks. 


made another friend. — Ha! couſin,” 
ſaid Mr. Goldſmith, as foon as he. ſet 
eyes upon her — © you are turn'd nurſe 
too, I ſee! Well, this dear child I believe 
will make every one love him — as I live 
he claſps you round the neck ! how en- 
dearing and graceful are all his actions !“ 
— Mrs. Jones — her part upon this 
occaſion 


an amiable countenance ! I think he is 
not unlike maſter Billy, your youngeſt 
ſon, nay that he favonrs miſs Lucy; and 
ſo my maſter has ſaid, madam, I aſſure 
you.” Here little Billy held his hands out 
to Mrs. Jones, with an action of inno- 
cent inclination to go to her, and as ſhe 
came prepared to conceal the ſituation of 
Her mind, ſhe took him with the uſual ex- 
Preſſions of tenderneſs that are indiſcrimi- 
She 
carried him into the parlour, to Mr. 
Goldſmith, beſtowing kiſſes upon him all 
the Way, to the no ſmall pleaſure of Mrs. 
Julian, who from the rectitude of her own 
ſentiments, was eaſily deceived into a 
good opinion of others profeſſions, and 
rejoiced to think the hapleſs innocent had 
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occaſion, and put on a ſemblance of ſo 
much tenderneſs to the child as quite de- 
ceived Mr. Goldſmith, as it had before 
Mrs. Julian, and they vy'd, in return 
for ſuch behaviour, to ſhew her even 
more reſpe& than uſual. +3" 
A woman of Mrs. Jones's commode 
principles, was at no pains to keep up ap- 
pearances which ſhe found ſo agreeable ; 
tho? in her heart ſhe entertained the ut- 
moſt abhorrence of an infant, that ſhe 
plainly perceived had gain'd her couſin's 
love in a degree that was to her ſurpri- 
Zing, and already ſhe was meditating how 
to render its benefactor*s s deſigns 1 in its fa- 
vour abortive. 
Mr, Goldſmith, at her Abe told her 
the whole adventure of the providential 
eſcape from death, of the child, and 
painted the misfortunes it had been expo- 
ſed to, and the loſs of its mother, in 
ſuch affecting traits that ſhe either (from 
one of thoſe ſudden fits of compaſſion 
which the worſt minds cannot help ſome- 
times feeling) wept, or ſeem'd to weep, 
and firmly believed every word her cou- 
CT 4 fin 
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in told her, notwithſtanding all Mrs. 
Jenkins's late infinuations. -Nay ſhe in- 
dulg'd ſome pleaſure in that thought, as 
ihe imagined Mr. Goldſmith's extreme 
fondneſs for the child, might wear off, in 
time, Which it would ſcarce do, were he 
convinced it was his own, She therefore 
applauded his humanity, paſs'd many en- 
comiwums on Mrs. Julian's goodneſs and 
the beauty, of the infant, and ventured, 
in about an hour's time, to propoſe tak- 
ing it with her. to Carmarthen, as at her 
houſe they muſt be ſuppoſed better ac- 
quainted with the nurſing and manage- 
ment of children, and he would be a moſt 
agreeable companion for her Lucy, with 
whom he might be bred up. But Mr. 
Goldſmith's anſwer to her propoſal (which 
was couch'd in the moſt inſinuating 
terms) ſoon convinced her the child was 
as dangerous a rival of her children as 
Mrs, Jenkins had officiouſly repreſented 
him. ©. Couſin Jones,” replied that 
gentleman,. I am obliged to you for 
your kind offer ; but I chuſe to breed 
him up under my own eye, and I am 

ſure 
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ſure Mrs. Julian is a very good nurſe. 
J have not been witneſs before to the 
charms of prattling innocence, and find 
ſo much pleaſure in contemplating its 
opening perfections, that it conſtitutes, 
at preſent, one great happineſs of my 
life. Indeed, indeed,” continued he, and 
fondly kiſſing the child, which ſhe ſtill 
held upon her knee, I cannot part with 

him; but my dear couſin, you ſhall. be 
one of our directreſſes; your having 
been a fond and indulgent mother well 
qualifies you for that office, and between 
us all I hope the little fellow will be made 
ſome amends for the loſs of his real pa- 
rents ; a lofs however, that, alas ! can, 
with all our tenderneſs, never be tho- 
roughly compenſated ! — poor dear 
creature — thou art gone to the world 
of ſpirits, — ah! what agonies didſt thou 
feel — how was thy boſom torn, as long 
as ſenſe remained — whilſt ſtruggling 
with the cruel billows, and claſping this 
dear infant to thy breaſt ! if now thy im- 
mortal part pervades the diſtance be- 
tween thoſe happy ſeats to which thou art 
| C 5 re- 
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removed, with ' complacent |. approba- 
tion wilt thou ſurvey the cares we laviſh 
upon thy tender, hapleſs orphan! May 
we, from our endeavours in his favour, ſe- 
eure the bleſſing of providence upon this 
houſhold and all our friends who ſhall 
ſhare with us this kind, this Hamane, 
this benevolent taſk!” 
Tbe air of ſerious fervour theſe words 
were ſpoken with, and the experience ſhe 
had of the temper of the ſpeaker, ſtill 
more fully convinced” Mrs. Jones of all 
me apprehended z at the ſame time that 
It filled her with a kind of awe and reve- 
rence, which little minds are often ſeized 
with, on the view of exalted qualities in 
their ſuperiors in underſtanding and 
goodneſs; tho* they may not have Rc 
ſenſe or virtue to imitate them. 
Reſolved to pry as much as polllble 
Wen de management of the family, ſhe 
ſaid two days at her couſin's, and left 
them in a thorough perſuaſion that ſhe 
was alſo become one of the infant's beſt. 
friends, and Mr. Goldſmith propoſed 
her PR _ _ her nurſe) over, 
for 


© 
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for ſome days, as a kind of companion 
for his adopted ſon, which ſhe with — 
readineſs promiſed to comply with. 

She departed, however, in fact, ich 
a mind full of diſpleaſute and anxiety, and 
already began to form ſchemes in ber 
mind of rendering her couſin's intentions 
abortive ; tho' perhaps ſhe had not yet 
dared to think of the black deſigns ſhe 
was capable of entertaining. 

She called at Mrs. Jenkins's before ſhe. 
left the neighbourhood, and found an op- 
portunity, in the abſence of her huſband, 
to pour out all her complaints, not at all 
diſguiſing the apprehenſions which. were 
now confirm'd in her, that the Goldſmith 
eſtate would never come to the Jones's, 
unleſs ſome accident er ſome malady 
remov*d this troubleſome infant out of 
the way, which ſhe went ſo far, with her 
confidante, as to wiſh, moſt unfeignedly, 
might be, and ſhe TY laid, HH” 
dentially, the caſe. 

Arriv'd at her own reſidence, and now 
under no neceſſity of any concealments, 
her diſpoſition ſhewed itſelf in the moſt 
'% 6 dil- 


a rey — MX \ 
\ 12 
1 * * ” — r ho EY, 

©9447 649 pag eee PF — : OO I I 
, 7 "up Ys 12 * — ö _— ns. a 
* ** * ; 1 * { r 

o 

* o 
L 
i 


—_— 
I e 
1 n 


* — — — 0 — 
” 
ET ET oe AY 2 
: m * * 4 " „** 
3 f 8 ht 
. : * 
: 


| 36 We Generous Briton. 


diſagreeable manner. She. rav'd againſt 


I her couſin to her huſband, from morning 


to evening, ſhe beat her poor ſon Billy 


at every turn, crying © ay! ſee now what 


all your couſin's fine promiſes are come to 


—here we have been breeding you ac- 


cording to his notions, and now you may 


_ go a begging, for what he cares Lord 
deliver us from poor ſcholars, ſay 1!” 


Poor little Lucy was ſnubb'd, and every 


ſervant in the houſe experienced a double 


proportion of her ill temper. As to her 
favourite, ſhe bleſs'd God that his cou- 
fin had never lik'd him, otherwiſe he 
would: have been at his Greek and Latin 
and ſuch ſtuff, inſtead of learning the 
ways of the world, and the arts of get- 
ting money. Mr. Jones ſeem'd a little 
affected with what he heard, as he 
thought money was the ſummum bonum of 
life, and he had long reckoned upon the 


. ſpoils of Goldſmith as a proviſion for 


* e children. 
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CHAP. V. 


The je Founding faken from bis Protefior. — 
He is diſpoſed of by Mrs. Jones, after a 
long In uten 8 


N a few days after Mrs. d arrival 
at home, Lucy was brought over by 
bu nurſe to pay a viſit to Billy, with a li- 
cence to protract it for five or ſix days, 
which appear'd to Mr. Goldſmith a freſh 
proof of the affeftion that lady had en- 
tertained for his adopted fon, and highly 
pleaſed him and Mrs. Julian. | N 
There appeared ſuch a ſimilarity of 
features in theſe two children, as was im- 
mediately noticed by all that beheld 
them, and Mr. Goldſmith himſelf ſeemed 
ſtruck with it, and tho' as little given to 
indulge chimerical ideas as any one, could 
not refrain, in the elation of his heart, 
ſome expreſſions that ſeemed to indicate 
his proſpect of a future union between 


them; and Mr. Jenkins, obſerving the 
inclina- 
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inclination 7 even in this infantile 
ſtare, they ſeemed to ſnew for each other, 
lifting up his hands in his ſolemn man- 
ner, pronounc'd his belief that provi- 
| dence intended their future days ſhould 
be paſs d together. | 
It indeed appeared wonderful to Mrs. 
Lloyd and Mrs. Julian, that each of the 
children ſeem'd fond of parting even with 
thoſe toys they moſt prized to one ano- 
ther, and were not a moment eaſy unleſs 
their little arms incircled their necks, and 
the innocent lips were joined in imitative 
embraces. If one was remov'd from the 
. Other, the room echoed with ſcreams and 
cries, and when at length they were ſepa- 
rated, they both pined and Billy fell into 
ſuch a dejection that Nurſe and Lucy were 
ſegt for again in all haſte, and when ſhe 
arrived all was well. 
ur theſe matters, which were ſodeli gbt⸗ 
fully contemplated by Mr. Goldſmith and 
his friends, had no power to ſoften or 
| amend Mrs. Jones's ill-temper, and ſhe 
even ſpoke with ſeverity of her little 
daughter, for her innocent attachment 
to 
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to this rival of her family ; tho* ſhe did 
not betray this to any of Mr. Goldſmitb's 
family and friends, but outwardly ap- 
proved and ſeem'd pleas'd thereat, and 
conſented, with great ſeeming pleaſure, 


to her daughter's ſtaying at her couſin's. 
Had ſhe entertained any really generous 


ſentiments, ſne muſt have been charm'd, 

as well as Goldſmith, at the proſpect that 
her child might partake of his fortune in 
conjunction with the little foundling; 


but, on the contraty, ſne never men- 


tioned him without terms of contempt 
and reproach—beggar's brat !—chance 
child! dirty baſtard ! and ſuch other ap- 
pellations, generally decorating her mouth 


whenever ſhe mentioned him in her own 


family and to her particular friends. 

Mean time, Mr. Goldſmith, tho? he 
took ſuch extreme tender care of the 
child, did not negle& -what he thought, 
was in juſtice and humanity due to its 


parent or parents, if they were in being; 


for which purpoſe he publiſhed, in all the 
Engliſh, Scotch and Iriſh papers, an ad- 
vertiſement, rehearſing the particulars of 
Billy's 
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Billy's hard fortune, 


une, deſcribing;bis per- 
ſon and dreſs, and that of the lady with 


whom he was found after the ſtorm; 
which advertiſement he: eee in ese 


words © 

8 At the 1 time bt. Mr. 
Goldſmith thinks it his duty to inform 
the parents or relations of the lovely boy, 
where they may ſee him; he hopes they 
will, if ever they claim him, indulge the 
faid Mr. Goldſmith in his fondneſs: for 
him, and permit him ſtill to conſider him 
as his own, and a boon from heaven to 
ſoften his. declining days, as he has taken 


proper meaſures to ſecure his preſent and 


future ſubſiſtence and happineſs, with 
equal tenderneſs . if he * really been 


his own child,” 


Lucy had now been res weeks at Mr. 


 Goldſmith's, and at length her mother 


came, with apparent regret, to take her 
home, having, as ſhe pretended, ſeveral 
things to make for her, and that her fa- 
ther was uneaſy to ſee her. 

The ſame reluctance was ſhewn- by the 


children to an as before, and without 


15 N throwing 
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| throwing: them both into convulſions it 
was deemed impracticable. Mr. Gold- 
ſmith and Billy's other friends were drawn 
in by Mrs. Jones's fair behaviour, and ap- 
parent affection, hereupon, to let Billy 
and Lucy go together to Carmarthen, 
that lady promiſing to make no diſtinc- 
tion between him and her own children, 
and to return with them both in two or 
three days at fartheſt. 81 
But here again a new and not appre- 
hended ſtruggle was neceſſary; Billy and 
Lucy both took on heavily when they 
were going to be taken from their papa, 
(as they both had learn'd to call Mr. Gold- 
ſmith) and Mrs. Julian, ſo that he found 
it neceſſary to go part of the way with 
them, and to take the firſt opportunity to 
leave them, unnoticed, upon the road, 
whilſt their attention was taken up with 
ſomewhat that diverted them z and thus 
he left his ſan with a full perſuaſion that 
he was ſafe in Mrs. Jones's hands, who 
appeared ſo tenderly aſſiduous and watch- 


ful over him. 1 ; 
— Women 


The Generous Briton. 

Women are, it it muſt be acknowled- 
9 quick and ready i in any contrivances 
to bring about a favourite purpoſe, and 
when not actuated by virtuous and praiſe- 
worthy principles, are capable of going 
greater lengths in wickedneſs than the 
male part of the ſpecies, for which a cer- 
- tain polite moral writer gives a reaſon that 
is a complement as well as a cenſure on 
the ladies, That the beft things when cor- 
rupied are the worſl, Mrs. Jones, how- 
ever the favour ſhewn to the foundling 
rankled in her breaft, perhaps had no 
ſiniſter intent in carrying him to her 
| houſe; but now, having him in her 
power, it, all at once, excited a reſolu- 
tion that he ſhould never return, to give 
her. more uneafineſs, and diſappoint her 
lucrative expectations. This thought no 
fooner ſtruck her, than it took abſolute 
poſſeſſion of her brain, and already ſhe 
look d forward and diſcovered every thing 
falling out according to her wiſhes. 
She was reſolved not truſt even her huſ- 
band with her plot, however, which was 
ſcarcely hal formed, and for that pur- 
poſe 
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poſe began to talk in a roundabout way 
to nurſe, with an intent to ſound' the dif- 
poſition of a woman, of whom ſhe had 
yet obſerved nothing that could induce 
her to believe ſhe would be her acceflary 
in any thing criminal. She began then, 
as the chaiſe, by her order, was gently 
driving on, to complain of her couſin for 
his partiality to the foundling, and of the 
detriment it would be to her and her chil- 
dren, adding” © hang it! I am not againſt 
the child's being taken care of ; but I can 
ſee no reaſon for all the fuſs that is made 
about him, or that he ſhould rob my 
children of what they have a natural 
right to wiſh to God, nurſe, I knew 
of any honeſt method of taking care of 
it, ſo that my couſin might never ſee it 
more?“ Nurſe ſtared at her miſtreſs for 
ſome moments in a kind of amaze; but 
made no immediate reply, ſo that ſne had 
an opportunity to proceed ftill farther, and 
at length to declare openly her reſolution 
to diſpoſe of it in ſome ſecret place before 
ſhe went home; And, yet nurſe, this 

mw be Lomas to do; for — I fay 
25 we 
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we were attack'd by gypſies, and the child 


taken by violence from us, it will appear 


very ſuſpicious, unleſs Lucy is taken away 
too. Well to get rid of one · I can't 
ſay I ſhould be ſorry t to part with both--for 
you know we could place her ſomewhere 


where we. could hear every now and then 
of her welfare — As to this brat- 


—it's no 
matter where he, is, or who. has: bim 


beggars brats are bom to ſhift and 


ſtruggle chro- the worl > — Little did 


| Mrs. Jones imagine that ſhe was talking 


to a woman of worſe principles than her 


own, and who, was capable, of anſwering 
her moſt ſanguine. EI 


tions. Marga- 


ret. McAlliſter, tha? an Iriſh, woman, was 
no. friend; to. children. She was a com- 


ug of low. hypocriſy a and cunning, and 
had all the palaver of her country at her 
finger's ends. She had ſome years ſince 


come over to Cheſter, wich. a crowd of 
Iriſh, to ſeek. for harveſt work, and her 
| huſband Larey M- Alliſter had finiſhed his 
days in that neighbourhoad for murder 


and robbery. In her after peregrinations 


the work. d at ch aripg-l buſineſs in ſeveral 


places, 


mJ 
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places, till chance brought her to the 
neighbourhood of Carmarthen, where 
ſhe at length intermarried, a ſecond time, 
with an induſtrious honeſt Welchman, 
named Hugh Griffiths, a labourer in that 


neighbourhood. Peggy, who could ſuit 


herſelf to all circumſtances, had behav'd 
ſo well for ſome time, as to be recom- 
mended to Mrs. Jones as a nurſe for 
Lucy, in which poſt ſhe had now conti- 
nued for a year and half, without diſcover- 
ing any of her old corrupt inclinations, 
for which ſhe had had neither neceſſity 
nor opportunity. But the bait thrown 
out by Mrs. Jones exactly ſuited her 
temper, and without the leaſt heſitation 
ſhe cry'd out, Miſtreſs, why do you 


trouble yourſelf about the brat ?—by-the 


great God, I'd leave him upon this Com- 


mon; ſomebody will take him up and 
carry him away, or he'll ſoon ſquall him- 


ſelf to death, and there will be an end 
of the buſineſs— Give him to me; I'll 
fling him out of the chaiſe, and leave him 
to God's mercy ? 

Mrs, Jones, tho? inly pleaſed that ſhe 
had 


A 
r 
e 

3 
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had got ſo ready an aſſiſtant, ſhuddered 
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had not yet ſteel'd her breaſt to the feel- 


ings of nature—nor could. countenance 
ſo diabolical a propoſal. But ſhe now 


thought ſhe had gone too far, in betray- 


ing her mind to this woman, to draw 
back ; tho ſhe already . perceived with 
ſome pain, that her ſervant, lately fo 


humble, put on airs of familiarity, from 


her confidence, which were ſufficiently 


But nothing levels conditions ſo ſurely 
as leagues of vice, and when once you 
are connected with your inferiors by ſimi- 
lar crimes, all diſtinction is loſt. 
No, nurſe,” ſhe return'd, I will 
not ſuffer a hair of the child's head to 


be — 5 forbid I only deſign to 


remove him from being a torment to us. 
Five miles from Carmarthen, there is a 


a very honeſt woman that I can confide in, 
Jane Penry; ſhe has ſeveral children: there 
ve will carry him, and PH allow her a 


trifle 
; 


„ + 
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trifle for keeping, this brat, till I can ſend 
him further a- field, and you (ſhall leave 
Lucy there too, for a few weeks. Mean 
time we will go home in great diſtreſs, 
wringing our hands and tearing our hair, 
and fay-that we were attack'd by a com- 
' pany of gypſies, who robb'd us of what 
we had, and forc'd the children from us. 
But in order to conduct the matter with 
leſs ſuſpicion, as the weather is fine, we 
will, as we are now not above a mile fro 
home, pretend an inclination to walk the | 
reſt of the way, and ſend. the chaiſe and 
driver home before us; I'll carry Lucy, 
and you ſhall take the other, and we'll 
walk on foot to Penry's; our long ſtay 
after the chaiſe will- alarm my huſband 
and the family, andwill make what we ſay 
the more probable,” Margaret came, 
at once, into the ſcheme, and they ſoon 
diſpatched the ſervant, and chaiſe, and 
were left to themſelves to complete their 
defigns, | 

One unlucky circumſtance contributed 
to the facility with which they laid their 
plan; which Was, that the fellow who 
5 | drove 
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drove the chaiſe was very deaf, otherwiſe 


they could not then have brought matters 


bes ſuch an iflue. 
The innocent victim during the journey 


had often look*d round, and call'd upon 


| his papa, in which he was join'd by his 


companion; they both frequently whim- 


pered; but were rendered quiet by re- 
peated promiſes of carrying them to him, 


which they had already ſenſe enough to 
nt pacified with. | 

After a long jaunt, by roundabout 
ways, to prevent meeting with any one 
that knew them, they arrived at Jane 
Penry's, whom they found, with all 
her bare footed brats about her, ſpinning 


at the door of her hovel, which work 


formed one very neceſſary means of her 
ſupport. She roſe up, and expreſs'd her 
wonder at the ſight of Mrs. Jones, with 
ſome extempore complements and. bleſ- 
ſings, in her way, on the children.— 


Mrs. Jones deſired to ſpeak with her 


apart, and leaving nurſe with her unfor- 
tunate charge upon Jane's ſeat, they went 
in doors, — without any ceremony or 

| prepa- 


preparation, ſhe unburthened'to her the 
whole deſign ſhe had formed; expecting 
no oppoiridn from Ewdihar>of Jane's 
ſordid Circ; e e and that her i as 
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The Foundling is left with Fane 125 e. 
ome conteſt, with his Play: mate Lu. 
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AN E heard Mrs. Jones with the ut- 
moſt aſtoniſhment ; and having im- 
bibed in her early years, many good 
principles and maxims, ſuited to keep her 
from being baſe or diſhoneſt in her ſphere 
of action, was at firſt filled with in- 
ward reſentment, which yet ſhe dared 
not expreſs to a perſon from whom ſhe 
had often received favours : She had 
| heard of Mr. Goldſmith, tho? ſhe had 
never ſeen him, and the fame of his 
goodneſs had made an impreſſion upon 
her, which was not eaſily overcome. 
The ſtory of the Foundling melted her, 
for ſhe was one of thoſe beings that 
abound in the milk of human kindneſs, 
how little ſoever her means and appear- 
_ ance ſeemed to beſpeak ſuch a diſpoſition : 
She was the forlorn widow of a poor but 
honeſt exciſeman, whoſe education had 
been 
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been ſuperior to his after-fortune, and 

. whoſe death, if it involv'd her in miſery 
and diſtreſs, had added freſh force to the 
precepts he had inſpired her with. Under all 
her calamities, ſhe look'd up, with a pa- 
tient reſignation, to the divine diſpoſer of 
events, and her mind was proof againſt 
the greateſt temptation to an act that could 
forfeit in the leaſt her claim to that pow- 
erful, tho* unſeen ſupport. Thus form'd 
thus ſituated, ſhe heard with horror, 
Mrs. Jones's harangue, and immediately 
reſolved, by her compliance with her 
deſire, to ſhield the little infant from fur- 
ther harm, by which, at the ſame time 
ſhe ſhould not forfeit the good- will of her 
patroneſs. Thus determined, ſhe reply'd, 
at length, Madam, Il do in every 
thing as you bid me; but fear I ſhall not 
be able to do juſtice to Miſs Lucy, and 
therefore hope her abode with me will 
not be very long.“ Jenny,” the other 
returned, ** ſhe muſt be ſome time here, 
to ſave appearances, and 1 know you to 
be ſo excellent a nurſe, that 1 ſhall be in 
no pain for her: Here, take this money 
D EY „ 
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(giving her a. handful: of ſilver) and;get 
one of your poor neighbours to aſſiſt you, 
and when I can diſpoſe; of the brat we: 
have been talking of, Lucy ſhall, as by 
accident, be found and come home again, 
and. ll make you a recompence for your 
pains. and trouble that ſhall thoroughly 
ſatisfy you Their converſation was 
here cut ſhort, by the vehement cries of 
poor Billy, occaſioned by his having | 
noticed the abſence of Lucy, and in- 
creaſed by two or three rough ſhakes and 
jolts of Margaret, to quiet him. Jane, 
who could. not cunningly enough diveſt 
herſelf of her nature, ran to the door, 
exclaiming — © Good God! what's the 
matter with the child and ſnatching it 
from the nurſe, folded her arms about it, 
uſing the moſt endearing epithets to ſtill 
his complaints, which, however, at the 
ſight of his Lucy, who ran, ſcared out 
of her wits, to him, ſoon ceaſet. 
It was then agreed that Margaret ſhould: 
bring over ſome wearables and neceſſaries 
for the children, as ſoon as poſſible, and 
afterwards, the. hard- n Mrs. Jones, 
7" moe 
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and her aſſociate began to meaſure back, 
with weary ſteps, the way they came; 
the former, ſo great is the force of na- 
ture, often turning back to bend her view 
toward Lucy, whilſt bot che babes cried 
inceſſantly after her, which cries greatly 
eee re yU, reſolved AS ſhe was in 
eee eee Mrs Jos ones 
ſtripp'd her pockets of her money and 
every thing valuable, and tied them in an 
handkerchief between her petticoats ; and 
ſhe and the nurſe tore their caps, let their 
hair down in a diſordered and diſhevelled 
manner, and put their whole attire into 
fach confuſion as ſhould bewray the f- 
uſage they would ſeem to have met with. 
It was now the cloſe of evening, when 
they heard at a diſtance the trampling of 
horſes, and the hallooing of their riders; 
for ſeveral perſons, upon Mr. Jones's long 
expecting his wife, in vain, were diſ- 
patched, according to the chaiſe driver's 
directions, in ſearch of her and her com- 
| Panions, and the huſband himſelf was 
_ on horſeback for the ſame- purpoſe. 
* 3 Various 
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Various had been the conjectu res about 
their ſtay, and Jones's family were 
in the utmoſt anxiety. As ſoon as they 
thought they were come near enough to be 
heard, our feign'd ſufferers, bellowed forth 
loud exclamations and complaints — the 
names of Billy and Lucy alternately 
broke the intervening ſilence of the night, 
and cries and lamentations ſucceeded, to 
which, the lonelineſs of the place, and 
the compunction of their minds, perhaps, 
contributed to give an air of reality. 
In this attitude, after ſome time, they 
- were diſcovered by the chaife-driver and 
another ſeryant, to whom, ſeemingly 
ready to expire, with mingled grief and 
horror, in diſordered accents, ey! told 
their plauſible tale. 

The men were amazed at Ae they 
had diſcovered, and with much reſpect 
ſeating them, as well as they could, on 
their horſes, led them gently to Carmar- 
then, where, in about two hours they 
fafely arrived, and the whole neighbour-_ 
hood were ſoon informed, by the lamen- 


tations. of the family, of what had be- 
fallen 


{14% 
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fallen them. Mr. Jones, who did not 
arrive till the firſt act of this tragi- 
comedy was over, was greatly affected at 
the loſs of his child, but more ſo with the 

condition of his wife, who kept up the e 

farce ſo well as to fall into repeated fits, — 

by which ſhe perſuaded the by-ſtanders | 
thateven her life was in imminent danger; 
and ſhe was put to- bed in a ſtate, to all 
appearance truly pitiable. Here we ſhall 
at preſent leave her, and return to the 
two innocents at honeſt Jane Penry's. 


— 
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Particular Attention to her Charge. $be 

it viſited," and by whom.-twhat happens 
thereon. — State of Mr. Goldſmiths Fu- 
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TO ſoonet were Mrs. x rc we 5 
nurſe out of ſight, than Jane be- 
gan to caſt about in what manner ſhe ſhould 
beſt diſpoſe of her two nurſelings, on 
whom even whilſt her thoughts were fo 
engaged, ſhe beſtowed millions of tender 
careſſes, holding one upon one knee, and 
the other upon the other. Nor could ſhe 
forbear deteſting in ber mind the inten- 
ded injury to little Billy, who, if poſſible, 
drew upon him of her attention 
than Lucy. Oh! (ſhe exclaimed i in her 
way) can there be a parent, a mother, of 
ſuch diabolical principles, as, for a bare 
future and precarious proſpect of intereſt, 


to ſacrifice honour, conſcience, and hu- 
EN £9 | 1 N 5 
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manity to its gratification | ? One would 
think, pretty creature, thy ſweet looks 
would melt brutality itſelf to compaſſion ! 
Well—I thank thee, oh ! gracious Being, 
that in poverty, obſcurity, and dragging 
along a painful life, T eſteem myſelf 
more, becauſe acting agreeably to thy 
commands, and conſequently more un- 
der thy protection, than I do any of theſe 
rich folks, who can ſo foon forget their 
duty to thee, and to their fellow-crea- 
tures! Let my days be cloſed i in this ſitu- 
ation, oh ! God, rather than for 'bet+ 
tering my circumſtances, 'T' be tempted 
to act a vile part to ſopport worldly pride 
and vanity, for which ſo many of theſe 
great people ſacrifice every valuable con- 
fideration ! Bur, (kiſſing the child) I will, 
if poſſible, ſecure these from impending 
danger —that good Mr. Goldſmith ſhall 

have notice where thou art, and thou Tale 
ſoon be reſtored to his embraces.” 

Thus the good creature expreſs'd her- 
elf, and ſoon after went to reſt, and the 
two children (as if conſcious of the good 
hands they had fallen into) ſunk to re- 
Sy D 5 poſe, 
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poſe, wearied. with their late journey, 
upon Jane's homely pallet, and with her 
arms around them; whilſt her own chil- 
dren ſlept on the ſordid rags ſpread on 
each ſide her bed, to which uſe had ac- 
cuſtomed them; for Jane could boaſt 
little elegance i in her furniture, or indeed 
much convenience; but neatneſs and 
cleanlineſs were viſible in all parts of her 
attire and her dwelling. | 
1 As ſoon as morning appeared, ſhe ven- 
tured to leave the children aſleep, and with 
haſty tteps croſs'd over to another honeſt 
oman's . cottage, at about a mile from 
her, . who, had 2 daughter old enough to 
become ſane's aſſiſtant in her new office, 
and who gladly accepted the invitation, 
and immediately ſet out with her for that 
purpoſe. Jane had made ſuch haſte that 
her young family were not yet awake, nor 
awoke for an hour after; by which time 
ſhe had got her cottage ſet in order, and 
had nothing left but to diſcharge her duty 
towards them. 1 
Infants themſelves — Aiſtinguiſh 
looks that are kind and favourable to 
A I them, 
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them, and voices that ſoftly ſoothe their 


little fretfulneſſes; they were playful and 


calm, and ſeemed not to have any other 
idea of their change of ſituation, than 
the remembrance they had of the papa, 
and the mamma, as they mutually called 
them, to whom they had been ac- 
cuſtomed before: For Jane had a thou- 
ſand ways of diverting her little family, 
and as ſhe ſoon procured, by the aid of 
Mrs, Jones's preſent, or bribe, all that 
was neceſſary for food, and the accom- 
modation of her little gueſts, fo ſhe be- 
ſtowed it upon them equally with her 
own; without any ſordid reſerve for the 
particular intereſt and convenience of 
herſelf. | 

Soon after breakfaſt Margaret M Al- 
liſter, being diſpatched from her precious 


miſtreſs, found means to ſtray, unſuſ- 
pected of any one of the family, to 


Jane Penry's, who, at her entrance, had 
the two children upon her lap, her own 
ſtanding at her knee, and fondling them 
with extreme tenderneſs. Margaret, 
whoſe importance was ſufficiently ſwelled, 

ſep > D 6 by 
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the confidence and truſt repoſed in her, 
aſſumed a ſuperior look, told Jane ſhe 
muſt not ſhew any regard to that — 
for if it was ſallered to pine itſelf to 
death, it would be no matter, and would 
ſaye any farther trouble to her miſtreſs, 
who was ſufficiently embarraſſed about 
it already; that ſhe had ſent her huſband 
over to acquaint Mr. Goldſmith of - the 
loſs of the children, and ſuppoſed there 
would be a d ble noiſe made about it; 
for her part, ſhe would have ſoon put an 
end to the affair, if her miſtreſs had con- 
ſented; for it was very hard a family 
ſhould be made uneaſy upon the account 
of one little whelp, who came from no- 
body knew where, and of nobody knew 
whom; “ but if you have any wit,“ ad- 
ded ſhe, you'll ſoon do its buſineſs, and 
get my miſtreſs's good-will, who, you 
know, by the Lord , muft be 
very kind to you, for fear you ſhould tell 
tales; by the G--d that made me ſhe ſhall 
| behave very civilly to me for the future 
it ſhall not be as it has been: turn him 
out of your Jap; z—ds | let him prowl 
1 about 
| 1 


about by himſelf, and break h i neck, 11 | 
rm 1 5 ab e 

Jane bontiqued foo a0 minutes im- 
moveable and ſpeechleſs, whilſt Marga- 
ret untied her bundle, and laid upon the 
table ſome additional clothes and neceſſa- 
ries for Lucy; with a gown or two for 
Billy; which ſhe haſtily ſnateh'd up 
again, and thruſting them towards Jane, 
ſaid here put them upon your own 
children what that brat has upon him, 
will ſerve him as long as he is with you: 
and ye hear, uy him! as Barger 
can,” Sti inn » {491 Sup O79 

Recovered Adele tom ker uten 
Wen Jane, at length, found her 
tongue, and returned, Nurſe, ſure you 
cannot be in earneſt I only wiſh, inſtead 
of depriving the baby of whit your mi. 
treſs has ſent for him, he had ſtill greater 
plenty — no; no, the lovely child ſhall. 
have every thing that belongs to it, with 
me, let his fate be what it pleaſe God af- 


terwards, and as to the reft, you may ac- 
quaint my miſtreſs 1 ſhall take care to 


obey all her commands.” 


Margaret, 
who 
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| wha! vg e be no more honeſt 
than herſelf, ſeem'd ſatisfied with: theſe 
luaſt words, which ſhe interpreted in ano- 
ther ſenſe than they were meant in, and, 
| | without ſaluting Billy, af ter ſome notice 
of Lucy, took her leave and returned to 
Carmarthen,:Jane making no efforts to 
detain longer a gueſt for whom ſhe had 
emertained the utmoſt averſion. As De- 
borah Price, the young woman ſhe had 
procured io aſſiſt her, was preſent at this 
interview, and ſhe knew her to be a kind- 
heqried honeſt girl, Jane did not heſitate 
to acquaint her with every thing ſhe knew 
relative to Billy, and both of them ſhed 
tears upon the occaſion, and reſolved to do 
every thing in their power to prevent any 
further miſchief befalling bim; to which 
Deborah was: ſtill more inclined by her 


gratitude, having an aunt at Kidwelly, 
who was chiefiy ſupported by Mr. Rolle 


ſmith's bounty. 2 4 

They reſolved, after ome 5+ paar 
that Deborah ſhould go over to Mr. Gold- 
ſmith's, and, under ſecreſy, acquaint 
hy of the whole affair, the firſt oppor- 


tunity, 
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tunity, Jane being poſitive Billy could not 
remain long i in her cuſtody, without ex- 
periencing worſe effects of the jealouſy 


of Mrs. Jones ahd the brutality of her 
nurſe. Thus a week paſs'd away, in 
which after this viſit they ſaw nobody 
from Carmarthen, and ſcarce the face of 


any creature but their own family, lying 
quite out of the way of any viſitors but 


thoſe that came on purpoſe, or the 
Country gentlemen who followed acci- 
dentally the flying chace, over the 
heaths and commons which divided 


them from other habitations: As to the 
children, they were ſo kindly treated that 
they both grew extremely fond of Jane 


and her aſſiſtant, diverted themſelves with 
the other infants, and received from their 


nurſes every teſtimony of tenderneſs and 


affection. If ſome times the epithets 


papa and mamma eſcaped them, inſtead 
of being chid, they were promiſed to be 
carried to them on the morrow- day, 
Which generally terminated. their uneaſi- 
| neſs with exultation. Mean time, the 
| fondneſs of Lucy for Billy, and of Billy 


for 
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for Lucy, increaſed in a ſurprizing de- 
gree, and charmed the good woman, 
who would ſometimes exclaim Good 
God! Deborah, I think the regard theſe 
infants have for each other ſeems perfectly 
| Providential 3 perhaps Heaven means, 
thereby, to recompence this little fuffe- 
ver, and has decreed, this' way, to diſap- 
Point che eruel deſigns of Mrs. Jones," 
It is now proper to return to My. 
Goldſmith, who we left going home, af- 
ter conducting his couſin and. the chil 
dret/part'of the way to Carmarthen. As 
he reflected, wirh pleaſure, on the fond-. 
nek the infunts diſplayed for him, his 
ſatitfabtion was extreme, and he arrived 
at home, full of the incident, and re- 
joiced; with Mrs. Julian, at the tenderneſs 
Mrs. Jones had ſhewn'to Billy, and the un- 
accountable attachment of the two infants 
v0 ech other; . Alas (cried Goldſmith) 
my good Mrs. Julian, I now feel all that 
have loſt, by never entering into the fe- 
licitous ſtate of matrimony ; the wonder- 
ful affeftion I have conceived for this 
„ which is a ſenſation quite new to 
A my 
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(oof ang. which, - breathes_ ſo much de- 


M7 e if. his boſorm,cxpandz mich. the 
yirtyes that ſhould, 5 F e 3 
be liyes to be a comfort and an e 
me and hu other, friends, and to be 
grateful to his Maker for bis almoſt mi- 
raculoys, preſeryation 1 to extend, his 
ede A difre6 or, miſery 
far jt 3:1. ſhall then gxult that / poſh + 
alben; pals into ſuch; worthy hands, and 
that; my name may Jive, as it were, in 
bis future progeny. But, recolle&+ 
ing hirnfelf, 1 ouſt nat build.tap, much 
upon... theſe. pleaſing hopes, diſtempen 
ayajt-every- tenant of this, world; he may 
bg Farly:ſnatch'd. — 4 mbracgs ; or 
he may -r but heavens bid! fall into 
vices that will diſgrace him, and render 
aim a curſe, rather than a bleſſing to {or 


ciety. 


21 
te 


92 The "Gates OY 


. wed STT pig zd 
Jowever, I ſt providence will di- 


a 5g nd e to 7 ſuch ſenti- 
14 5 into his mind 2 AS, Fill, as far as 
; hy man! pre Sieger Gin ſeach ie hin m 
1 ok e Mi 
dt. Ju an © heaftily Joined" in her 
mint rayer, and coull hot hep ob- 
Erving'that the houſe was" 9 loneſome 
without the child, WAG f an 
1 7 entettgiament, facher than a0 
jekt of trouble, fince ptovideuce had 
given Him to their embraces. 
Ms. Lloyd, ſo important little Billy 
v grown in the neighbourhood, ent, 
ſoon after Mr. Goldfinich's arrival, to en- 
quire how the children were, when he 
left them, and her huſband and Mr. Jen- 
kins came over to ſpend the evening with 
their worthy neighbour. Nothing was 
pared to make his friends — and 
after ſupper, Billy made not the leaſt part 
of the ſubject of their diſcourſe. Mr. 
Goldſmith expreſſed the pleafure he had 
received from his couſin's fondneſs for 


hun, and the ſudden progreſs he had 


made 
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made in her affection, in which the par- 
ſon join'd with him; but Mr. Lloyd 
happening to ſay, he had obſerved Mrs. 
Jones to be very ſelf-intereſted, jokingly 
added, that Billy was a depoſit he ſhould 
hardly have confided to her care, as "ſhe 
muſt have heard he was likely to cut off 
all hopes from her family of etjoyitg a 
conſiderable fortune: Flow came 'you 
my friend, continued he, who know 
| ſo much of the world, to put ſuch : 2 
temptation in the way of a deſigning wo- 
man; for ſo Mrs. Lloyd tells me ſhe has 
| obſerved her to be, and, I muſt profeſs, 
I never knew her yet miſtaken in her 
judgment? Mr. Jenkins look d grave; ; 
and as to Mr. Goldſmith, he was quite 
diſconcerted ; which Mr. Lloyd perceiv- 
ing, would have turned what he ſaid into 
jeſt: But Mr. Goldſmith, catching him 
by the hand, with a hearty ſqueeze, told 
him his obſervation had its due weight 
with him; but he could not imagine, how- 
ever, that his couſin would be fo baſe as 
to injure the child; for ſhe could not yet 
Kine how he 1 affect the for- 
a 1 55 tunes 
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tunes of her children, as he had not been 
Explicit with her on that head. How- 
ever, my friend,” added he, you have 
Touſed a thaught that will prompt me o 
repair to; Carmarthen and take him outof 
her hands; for if there be a poſſibility, 
and much mare if there be a probability, 
of any harm happening to the poor in- 
Hate. it becomes a prudent man d e, 
we are l L cannot hls. tecollecting that 


her behaviour to him ſeemed to wear too 


much the air of force and affectation, to 
be lincere.. I poſitively will have him 
here f0mormewn, ſay what-ſhe will her 
arpeated offers and eagerneſs to have him 
wich her, foxcbode. me np good! I-ſee- it 
| cu have opened my eyes. 
- Mr. Jenkins himſelf, who was the 
lad to judge unfavqutably of any one, 
Hould not help 
ſmith's determigation ; and as to Mrs. 
Julian, the very appre henſion of Billy's 
danger threw her into a flood of tears, 


Which, however, were dried by her maſ- 
_ .tef's- reiterating his promiſe to fetch him 


home the next day, and Mr. Lloyd's ſay- 


ing, 


applauding Mr. Gold- 
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ing; it was very improbable, ih ſo ſhore 

a ſpace of time, that anything ſhould 
be exceutedt6his' prejudice; © oY 

Notwithſtanding, the ſubject caſt them 
all into ſo ſerious a mood, that they did 
not recover themſelves 162 free converſa- 
tion for the reſt of the night, nor could! 
the honeſt Goldſmith afterwards cloſe his 
eyes to ſleep, ſo much his s appretienſions' 
had diſturbed him, 

It was about ten, the 8 morning, 
when having put on his boots, and going 
to mount his horſe for Carmarthen, he 
perceived Mr. Jones. alight, all in a 
ſwear, at his gate. This at once awake- 
ned all his fears afreſh, as he came ſo 
ſeldom, and Wau, nov, ſuch an une x- 
pected viſitant. 

Jones no Fodrieeo en 1 the houſe, 
than he exclaimed, Couſin Goldſmith, ; 
you and I have ſuffered a ſad" loſs, more 
ſevere to me, however, than the ſhip- 
wreck of a ſtraits-man ; but there is 
no inſuring againſt accidents in this 
life: Let a venture be of ever ſo gleat 
"ws ſome. croſs chance or other dif- 


appoints 
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" appoints its its ſucceſs. — The two children, 
my wife Joſt before ſhe reached Carmar- 
then, and tho? we have made all the 
ſearch we can, they are not to be re- 
covered. — Indeed, I always thought ſuch. 
a vatiety of gypſies and vagrants as 
prowl about the country, were inſuffe- 
rable in a well-governed ſtate; ; but tiuly 
our pigs and poultry will not now ſatisfy 
them; —they muſt have our children 
too ; nay and our purſes; for, it ſeems 
Mrs. Jones and her nurſe had their 
pockets ſtripp'd into the bargain.—Tis 
fruitleſs to lament, couſin, and I came 
by Mrs. Jones's deſire to conſult you 
about adverthiing them in the Shrewſ- 
bury and other papers, with a good re- 
ward for bringing them back — that will, 
no doubt, prevail in our favour, as to be 
ſure they only took them away to uſe in 
their begging trade, and to bring them up 
l gypſies like themſelves,” “. 
4 | Mr. Goldſmith. heard this 00 ac- 
1 count from Jones, without giving him 
the leaſt i interruption; horror and aſto- 
ons had ſo depriv'd him of the 
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accent, e Cgufig "Jak... couſin 1 54 
I fear. all is not right; but b before we. en- 
ter upon means ef relief, Sive me a diſ- 
tinẽt account of this affair, as it has been 
related to you by your wife. I am reſoly'd 
to ſearch. this matter to the bottom.“ 4 uh 


= EET: 


ſnith's earneſt; ar x and 1 manner of ſpeech, 
look'd | ſomewhat queerly. ; but at 
length told the whole ſtory, as his wife 
had delivered it to him; 3 for he had never 
ventured. to diſpute, or contradict. any 
part. of, ; it; hut implicitly. believed her 
relation, When he had finiſhed, Mr, 
Goldſmith deſired him to be ſeated, for 
as yet they had been ſtanding, thro? in- 
attention to any. thing but; the buſineſs 
they were 17 d during th e few. mi- 
nutes 1 — Mrs. Juli ian Was, accommoda- 
ding, Jones W ev ira Gold- 
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firktipe” ſtör /; By nd means to the” 4d. 
_ vittitage'of Mis. Jones und her Hufhanti, 
WO, After fonte time, He addreſſed in 
the followiti words: „ Is it poffible, | 
coulin, (you! mouid think me à proper 
; | oh be made à dupe" of? By what | 
behaviodt of nine tould you imagine I 
| had futh 2 creduloüs difp6ſitivii, as to be 
played upon in md bare fac d a flanner?.— 
Heft my couſit and Hef nurſe fafe, with 
the chiſdren, at no great diſtance — — 
Cattharthen,” and. In apart bf her Joh r- 
ney,” where flenlſet tobBets ör gyplics 
have been heatt of? fot” fan; years 3 
and it a ppears, Me herſelf thought the 
reſt of her way ſo ffs” as” to intend! 
walking err k , ; with -URicY intent ſhe 
diſchdtged her life, with its driver; 
| the” it Was it from being” idvicing Wea⸗ 
thier to walk in. She is mit d fer ſome 
time you ſend in ſearch of her fie is 
found, ith her attendaht. in à difor- 
pr ad AIRY nbd Copdltlohh, bereave® 
e {Wo Dhiltifer "Who, 56h, AC 
to BY froth Ker by opts; ' the” reſt Batu 
rally ly occurs, fainting, Mines, 4 icedy 
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recovery, and as you tell me, unabated 
affliction.— Now, couſin Jones, let me 
give you my ſentiments of the matter: 
But firſt let me aſk you a queſtion or two: 
Did your wife, that you can remember, 
ever ſend her carriage home, and walk part 
of the way before 1 ? A woman that was 
always eager to return to her family as 
faſt as poſſible, and whoſe abſence, even 
when at my houſe, was accompanied with 
anxiety to be at home. Again, is it not 
ſtrange, under the notion of pleaſure, 
that ſhe ſhould, juſt at this time only, 
have an inclination to alight and walk 
home, burdened with two children, one 
of which of courſe ſhe muſt be obliged 
to carry herſelf, who had never even 
catried her own children? Have you lately 
heard of any rogues, vagabonds, or even 
gypſies, frequenting our parts? or have 
you, for ſeveral years, heard particu- 
larly of any of the latter amongſt us 
of the loſs of poultry, pigs, linen from 
the hedges, or ary other ſpecies of pro- 
perty, of the 


Puntry people?“ Jones, 
From m wanting ſagacity, when 


74 . The Gen erous Briton. 


he dared to exerciſe it, which his wife 
ſeldom ſuffered him to do, in any mat- 
ter in which ſhe, was concerned, ſeem'd 
quite diſconcerted at theſe home queſtions 
—ſtared— rubb'd his hands—ſcratch'd 
his head, alternately pull'd his wig awry, 
and adjuſted it, and, in fine, broke. out 
into the following expreſſions:· Why 
— indeed —it does appear odd enough 
the | never did walk before—always choſe 
ro be home with as much expedition as 
poſſible— does not love fatigue — hates 
bad weather — never lov'd to carry 
children: ——Nay, I have heard of no 
robberies, of no gypſies, I proteſt 
and would as ſoon ſuppoſe a Sallee rover 
upon the coaſt, as a gypſy near Carmar- 
then :— Faith 1 did not enter into the 
thing ſo much before; but, then, it 
muſt be ſo— the children are gone, and 
they have been robb'd ;— that cannot 
be contradicted, * couſin Goldſmith.” 
The honeſt anſwers of the merchant, 
the awkward fincerity 1 in his manner of 
delivery, and his unembarraſſed coun- 
tenanee, convinced the acute. thinking 
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Mr. Goldſmith, that he had wrong d 
him i in ſuppoſing he was concerned in any 
contrivance to the detriment of Billy: 
Whereupon, taking Jones, in a moſt 
friendly manner, by the hand, he re- 
turned: My dear couſin, I will now 
declare to you my real thoughts of this 
affair; The hiſtory: of the foundling you 
are acquainted with already ; you are no 
ſtranger to your wife's immoderate regard 
to the intereſts of her family; a laudable 
diſpoſition, if it is not indulged at the 
expence of honeſty and conſcience but 
when it breaks down thoſe fences, when 
it carries us to injuſtice and cruelty, 
which of all the prepoſſeſſions of the hu- 
man breaſt it is moſt liable to do, it be- 
comes a curſe to the wretch himſelf, and 
to every one he has any dealings with; 
it will ſteel the mind to compaſſion, nay, 
to every human feeling; — ſelf — ſelf 
alone, engroſſes every care—and to dear 
ſelf every conſideration of reaſon and re- 
ligion is ſacrificed. Mrs. Jones, perhaps, 
imagined my affection for this child, 
wauld incline me to give him a ſettle- 
ab Lo ment, 
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ment, ſhould he live, that would be in- 
jurious to the future expectations of ber 
children: Her regard ſhewn to little 
Billy, then, was mere art and hypocriſy 
(I muſt think) to get him into her hands: 
I will not think ſo badly of her, as 
to indulge ſo dreadful an idea, as that of 
her having perſonally hurt or abuſed my 
child; but I muſt ſuppoſe ſhe ſent home 
"yy chaiſs, that ſne might more readily 
form; the ſtory you have heard; that, in- 
ſtead of being robbed, ſhe has beſtowed 
her money and the children, in ſome pri- 
vate retreat, where ſhe ſuppoſes I ſhall 
never ſee him more;—as to her being 
robb'd by gypſies, inſtead of thieves, a 
word ſhe would naturally have made uſe 
of, I can ſee through her art there too: 
Footpads never ſteal children; Gypſies 
do— now your mind muſt open couſin; 
but her fineſſe is ſeen thro'—if ſhe de- 
ceived me into an opinion of her regard 
to the child, ſhe will never make me be- 
lieve this ſtrange ſtory; even tho' my 
pretty Lucy is involved, apparently, in 


his misfortune.- Nor, indeed, can the 
truth 
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truth remain long undiſcovered : The ac- 
cident is too recent for the gypſies 
to have ſtroll'd a great way—tfhe, herſelf, 
was too ſhort a ſpace engaged in the exe- 
cution of her project (for ſol am reſolved 
to think it) to carry the children many 
miles :—I will, this inſtant, ſet out for the 
ſpot, and diſpatch all my friends and ſer- 
vants to examine every inhabited houſe 
or cottage for twenty miles round; will 
iſſue my own warrant, and ſend to the 
magiſtrates of the neighbouring counties, 
to iſſue orders to ſtop all ſuſpected perſons, 
_ with children, upon a ſuppoſition of her 
having given them into ſuch hands, 
which however I do not believe ſhe has: 
No, depend upon it, if I have any diſ- 
cernment, Lucy and Billy, if even at dif- 
ferent places, are not very remote from 
the place where the chaiſe left them, and 
that we can certainly learn from the dri- 
ver. Alas! poor infant, what remorſe- 
leſs heart could think of injuring ſo much 
innocence ! A mother of children too ! 
Gracious heaven, to what new' crimes 
will not the age arrive! — deſire, cou- 

2 ſin, 
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fin, you would join with me in this 
ſearch; you have loſt a daughter, pretty 
creature But I would have you firſt go 
to Carmarthen, get what intelligence you 
can; I and my friends will ſpread our- 
ſelves different ways, and you may meet 
me at Paſsby. I am above defiring you 
to conceal my ſentiments from your wife; 
lee what an eus it wall make on 


hes”. : * 

Mr. Jones now — 4 * al- 
moſt there had been foul play; pro- 
miſed Mr. Goldſmith to act as he had di- 
rected him, and, with a down-caſt coun- 
tenance, mounted his da. ang rode 


away homewards. od 105 
* Well,” ſays Goldſmith, as — as 


he was out of ſight, J muſt believe 
Jones is not in concert with as wife; the 


e 


nilnment ar | the ſeveral queſtions I pot 
to him, and that ſeeming conviction: he 
was under when he departed, are all 
proofs to me that he has been made the 
dupe to his own credulity; but, perhaps, 


ws. may, now, aſſume the -privilege of 
think- 
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thinking a little for himſelf ; which will, 
alone, be a ſufficient puniſhment for 2 
wife: J make no doubt, Mrs. Julian, 
that we ſhall recover my boy, for which 
J will ſpare no pains, or expence; he 
cannot be ſecreted at any great diſtance 
from Carmarthen; Lucy is in the ſame 
circumſtances; ſome low inſtruments are 
made uſe of for their concealment, and 
as their ſouls may be biaſſed by intereſt, 
or ſhook by apprehenſion of ſuperior” 
power, I muſt think T {hall ſoon have him 
in my poſſeſſion again. Ah! my good 
Mrs. Julian, I little imagined, "ill this | 
moment, what a hold be had. of my 
affection“ ?⸗/ 
Mts. Julian could only make anfwer 
with her tears, tears not only flowing from 
her regard for the children, but For the 
depravity and vices of human nature; 
which tho” ſhe had been a melancholy 
witneſs of, in the greateſt part of her 
life, ſhe had long ceaſed to be a witneſs 
to. Perhaps too, with her maſter, ſhe 
was inly chagrined to have been fo much 
impoſed upon, by the ſpecious pretences- 

E 4 of 
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of Mrs. Jones. However Mrs. Julian 
comforted herſelf in ſome degree, with 
her maſter's aſſurances, who immediately 
rode over to the Squire's and the Parſon's, 
and they, taking a ſufficient number of 
their ſeveral ſervants, gave them proper 
directions to examine every cottage and 
village in their way, and then rode them- 
ſelves towards the ſpot, whereon Mr. 
Jones had reported the robbery was 
committed. 

At Paſsby they met Mr. Jones, as 
had been appointed, which was about a 
mile and half from the ſpot where Mrs. 
Jones pretended her late misfortune 
had befallen her, and is about three miles 
from Carmarthen ; but our adventurers 
diſcovered immediately, that his miſſion 
to his wife had had no manner of effect in 
Billy's favour, and conjectured, by his 
mortified countenance, that Mrs. Jones 

| had given but a ſcurvy reception to his 
embaſſy. © Couſin Jones, Mr. Gold- 
ſmith cry'd, have you good tidings for 
us? Will your wife confeſs or no?“ 


Jones Ace no immediate reply ; ; the pre- 
ſence 
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ſence of the other gentlemen diſconcerted 
him; for he had no expectation of meet- 
ing with any one but Goldſmith. After 
ſome pauſe, however, he reply d, Faith 
couſin, I believe Mrs. Jones is injured 
by our ſuſpicions ; the report I made of 
my converſation with you, ſo afflited 
her, that ſhe is even at death's door, and 
ſhe perſiſts ſhe has ſaid nothing but truth. 
No wonder, then, poor creature, that ſhe 
loaded me with reproaches, for my inſi- 
nuations: So nothing now remains, but 
that we take different routs to ſee if we 
can diſcover our poor children : I don't 
care how far I roam for that purpoſe ;— 
if I return without them, I am ſure 
to be deprived of a valuable woman alſo, 
who cannot long ſurvive "their loſs.” 
Here, albeit unuſed Io the melting mood, the 
poor' man ſhed' tears,- and ſincere tears 
they were ;—he was perſuaded into a be- 
lief of all he uttered, and his ö 
W 4p wich that NT" 5 
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| Which contains mary — gk events. | 


| R. Goldſmith and * FLEW pitied 
V the'poor Mr, Jones, and the for- 
mer ſaid, Well, couſin, we will imme- 
diately follow your advice, and divide our- 
ſelves i in ſuch a manner as to entitle us, at 
leaſt, to ſucceſs, of which I do not in the 
leaſt deſpair. Only, my dear Jones, anſwer 
me one queſtion, and alſo excuſe me for 
aſking it, Had Mrs. Jones any opportu- 
nity, from the time of your talking with 
her, to the time of your leaving her, to 
give private directions to, or to have any 
converſation with any of her domeſticks 
or ſervants?” No couſin,“ he replied, 
I found no one with her, nor did any 
one enter the apartment whilſt I ſtaid 
there: She was ſo ill as with difficulty t 
ſpeak to me. Ah! couſin Goldſmith, 
ſhe really is to be much pitied !” 

& As we muſt, wn Goldimith returned, in 

[AHD W common 
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common charity wiſh that to be the caſe; > 
if it proves ſo, no perſon will be more 
eager to do her juſtice than myſelf; and, 
tho appearances are ſo evidently unfa- 
vourable to her, yet will we purſue ſuch 
methods as would be dictated if we Had 
no ſiniſter opinion of her: already our 
ſervants are ſearching. all the villages and 
cottages within ten miles of this ſpot ; 
now, couſin, you and your man, if you 
pleaſe, ſhall make your enquiry from this 
place into Pembrokeſhire; from thence 
to Newcaſtle,” and ſo on into the weſt of 
Cardiganſhire : Myſelf will go thro' Car- 
marthen, 'by Abergwilly, and ſo on by 
Llandilovaur and Llangadoc, and keep- 
ing ſtill to the right, will touch upon the 
North part of Brecknockfhire, ' and the 
Eaft border of Cardiganſhire : Our friend, 
Mr. Jenkins, will kindly take his rout 
ſtrait northward, and we will all three 
meet at Llanbedar; mean time good: 
Squire Lloyd will be fo condeſcending as 
to direct his ſearch both eaſtward and 
weſtward, quite into Glamorganſhire and 
the F SOUS of Pembrokeſhire : and excuſe 
n me, 
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me, my friends, for taking upon me the 
poſt of director in this affair: Let us give a 


deſcription of the children to the magi- 


ſtrate i in every town we paſs thro; and an 
account of the manner of their being ta- 
ken away; not forgetting to promiſe a 
conſiderable reward for any one that ſhall 
bring tale or tidings of them, and to 


examine every wood, common, heath and 


village in our way: And God een our 
labours ! 

Mr. Goldſmith had no ſooner ended his 
inſtructions, but, every one yielding aſ- 
ſent, and Mr. Lloyd promiſing to meet 
them at Abergwilly, in their return, they 
ſhook hands, and wiſhing heartily ſucceſs 
to their mutual endeavours, that minute 


ſet out, on their intended ſearch. 


It is neceſſary now to return to Mrs. 


Jones, who, the reader will readily ſup- 


poſe, was at this time in no very pleaſing 
ſituation of mind. She had fondly per- 
ſuaded herſelf that, as ſhe had fo readily 4 
impoſed upon her huſband's credulity, 
ſhe ſhould find little more difficulty in 
making Mr. Goldſmith believe her plau- 
ſible ſtory, and that a ſhort time would 

render 
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render him indifferent about the children; 
for it was not at all unnatural that ſhe 
ſhould judge of that worthy man. from 
her own diſpoſitions and feelings: But 
when Mr. Jones returned from Kidwelly, 
and informed -her of his reception at 
Goldſmith's, of that gentleman's ſuſpi- 
cions and queries, and went ſo far as to 
doubt the facts ſhe had inform'd him of, 
himſelf, ſhe Hecame a perfect fury; and, 
after loading her huſband with a thouſand 
ill names and reproaches, left him in ſuch 
a perturbation of mind as cannot be ex- 
preſſed. Her agitations were ſo violent, 
as to cauſe real inſtead of the former pre- 
tended ſwoonings, and he parted from 
her, as he inform'd his friends, in ago- 

nies inexpreſſible; but {till ſteadily avow- 
ing all ſhe had ſaid of the children to be 
true, curſing her couſin for his unbelief, 
and politically lamenting, alternately, her 
misfortune. 

In this condition Mr. Jones left his im- 
perious wife, with an heavy heart, and as 
ſoon as he departed, being left at li- 
berty to indulge reaſons ſhe was ſuf⸗ 
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ficiently - ' puniſhed” for her brutality: 5 
Fear and tertor, "1+! the children” ſhoul 
| be diſcovered”: at Penry's; 853 anger at the 
diſappointment ſhe had met with in her 
coulin's reception of her tale; apprehen- 
ſion that Margaret might betray her, if 
a reward were offered for the difcovery 
of the children, or that Jane Penry her- 
| 24 
ſelf might lay hold df the” occaſſon, to 
obrairi it! ö Wich forme flight motions | of 
biking home was now ſtill more diſtant; 
| and an intruding remorſe that will ſome- 
times. officiouſly, pervade "the moſt re- 
ſolved and obdurare breaſts, altogether 
made her mind a perfect hell, and her 
brain a chaos of confuſed and diſtorted 
ideas. Wherever ſhe turned her thoughts, 
ſhe found nothing. that promiſed her ex- | 
emption from the'thame that would at- 
tend the diſcovery that muſt, ſhe did not 
doubt, be made of her baſeneſs, by ſo 
ſadden and well conducted a ſearch as 
Mr. Jones had informed her was then 
going to be made. One moment con- 
ſcience, a little touch'd, whiſpered to 
* her 
1 
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her that it was moſt eligible to own the 
matter to her couſin, and throw herſelf 
upon his mercy; another ſhe determined 
to ſend for the children immediately and 
turn the whole into a jeſt, as a deſign to 
make trial of Mr. Goldſmith's affection 
for the child, and how much the loſs of 
it would alarm him: But the conſe- 
quence ſhe knew would be, that ſhe muſt 
humble herſelf not only to him, but to 
her huſband, in a manner that would ne- 
ver agree with her imperious temper, and 
her pride in controuling and didta- 
ting upon all occaſions. Theſe ſchemes, 
then, all rejected; ſhe, fury-like, call'd 
for her accomplice Margaret, and in a 
haſty and commanding tone, ordered her 
to go and take the children from Penry's, 
under pretence of bringing them home; 
but to carry them to ſome more diſtant 
and ſecure place, and ſtay with them till 
ſhe heard from her; at the ſame time 
giving her a handful of gold to defray ex- 
pences, without counting it, ſo great was 
her hurry, and confuſion; nor did ſhe 


. of, or 2 any Particular place 
of 


3 tate iafants, wil 


— < K G < 
: | * 8 


chat wretch put her in er eee 
on ; but that que 
RD 


perforce recalled her to more conſidera- 


tion, and ſhe then opened her whole 
tion, Mrs. Jones recollected that a ſervant- 
maid, who once lived with her, had mar- 
ried a fiſnerman, named Williams, and 
now reſided at à town called Tenby, in 
Pembrokeſhire : Upon which ſhe wrote 
a few lines to her, containing an earneſt 
requeſt to let the bearer and children ſtay 
Privately with her, till ſhe came for them 
herſelf, with a promiſe of defraying all 
expences, and alſo beſtowing upon her 
2 — reward for her trouble. This 
performed, and Margaret binding her- 
felt baja an hundred oaths to be obedient 
do all her directions, and aſſuring her ſhe 
knew how to reach the place by bye and 
unfrequented ways, 'ſhe departed; but 
never jogg d her miftreſ(s's er 
dan, to the tale of the money. 


The time of Margaret's pere 


pretty needy ee vith that of che 
gentlemen's ſeparating in ſearch of the 
children; but tho” her miſtreſs was in 
ſuch haſte, Margaret, not thinking her- 
ſelf in any danger, let matters turn out 
as they might, as ſhe had only obeyed her 
orders, and ſhe knew the children whom 
ſhe had juſt ſeen, were ſafe, and alſo as ſhe 
was not urged by thoſe fears of ſhame 
and loſs of reputation which ſo operated 
on her principal's mind, made no extra- 
ordinary ſpeed to execute her commiſſion. 
She was poſſeſs' d of more money than 
ſhe ever was before; ſhe thought her 
miſtreſs dared not call her to account, 
and now, releaſed from the painful re- 
ſtraint ſhe had ſo long laboured under, 
reſolved to ſolace herſelf with a com- 
| panion or two before ſhe departed from 
Carmarthen, where we will leave her, to 
return to our a dventure·rs. 
Thoſe gentlemen were upon. their ex- 
pedition above a week, without tracing 
either the footſteps of the gypſies, or the 
place of the children? s concealment, and 
returned to Abergwilly, tired and full of 
uneaſi⸗ 


* . 
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. 1 their ill ſucceſs; upon 
which Jones ventured to aſſert the proba- 
bility of his wife's account ; but was 
cut ſhort by Mr. Goldfmith, Who faid 
* Now, in my opinion, couſin Jones, 
her account is tilt more to be ſuſpected 
than before; for, you ſee, we have heard 
of neither gypfy or robber being in this 
county, or its environs, for more than a 
month; "had it been otherwiſe, confider- 
ing our mutual ſtrict enquiries, it is not 
poſſible but we muſt have got intelligence 
of ſome of their villainies: No, no, Sir, 
Tam 'convint'd the children are now hid 
in or near Carmarthen, where; indeed, 
we ſhould have begun dur fearch: The 
time that elapſed from the robbery to the 
coming Home of your wife, was too 
ort, to convey them to any conſiderable 
. diſtauce; but, indeed, it was on fuppo- 
| fition they had been transferred to other 
hands; that we went ſo far a- field. How- 
ever, let us make amends for our fault; 
you, Sir, with our reverend friend, as 
you are beſt acquainted with the town, will 
make Tay enquiry poſſible here, -whilft 
Ar | Mr. 
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Mr. Lloyd and myſelf will beat about in 
the adjacent villages, more ſtrictly than 
either that gentleman or our ſervants haye 
bitherto done, aſking} both thoſe gentle- 
men a thouſand pardons for the trouble we 
have given them.“ Mr. Lloyd and Mr. 
Jenkins ſaid Mr. Goldſmith had affronted 
them by his apology, proteſting they were 
never employed in any thing they thought 
ſo much their duty ; beſides chat, in en- 
deavouring to reſtore Billy to his em: 
braces, they were indulging that. warm 
affection they had conceived themſelves 
for the, child, 10} gha Hail 
They all gh; an once more, in 
nl it of the objects of their concern; 
and Mr. Jones, calling at home, imparted 
the bad ſucceſs they had met with to 
Mrs. Jones, who, to all appearance, 
was under the greateſt affliction; but 
theſe tidings were, ſecretly, balm to her 
mind, as ſhe doubted not but her nurſe, 
who ſhe had not ſeen ſince her ſetting out 
for Penry's, had removed the children to 
Tenby, many days before: For as the 
ee town rung with the ſtory of her 
(2402109 loſs 


* * 


ſequently, as 
plice, could have no in telligeiice,nordared 


f wattled; clay edifice,” which ſtood in a 


toſs; ſhe received We en and Audi | 
ouſly inculcated, by-her ſhew of ilnneſs 
and retirement, an opinion that ſhe was 
ee prog, omen diſtreſs, and con- 
ſhe had no other accom: 


ener for any to Penry 's. 
It was a moſt delightful morning when 


Mr. Lloyd and Mr. Goldſmith began their 


little journey from Abergwilly, and the 
ſolemnity of concern that impreſs'd their 


minds, upon their late diſappointment, 
fo engroſs'd them, as to afford them very 
little inclination for converſe. Thus they 
jogg d on, peeping into every cottage and 
. hovel in their way, and cheared, when 


they heard any where, the cries, or the 
brawling of children, eagerly hoping they 


were thoſe they ſought: Providence, at 


length, conducted them over the Com- 
mon; and to the very houſe where Billy 


and Lucy were ſecreted, which they diſ- 


covered by accident, as they were Joſt 
going to leave ir to the right. 
Mr. Lloyd was the-firſt who ſpied he 


bottom 
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bottom, and, ſaying to his companion, 
« My friend, 1 don't remember to have 
been ever before on this ſpot, or at leaſt 
I never took notice of this cottage,” they 
put their horſes upon a briſk trot, and 
ſoon reached that abode of honeſty and 
poverty, to which their approach was 
firſt announced by the yelpings of a little 
cur, which joan _—_— for thi diverſion of 
her children.  - 

That worthy creature came to the der 
of ber cottage wondering what could 
give the animal ſuch diſturbance; and 
ſeeing two well- looking gentlemen on 
horſeback, dropp'd them a low courteſy, 
and aſk'd them if they had loſt their 
way, and if they thought proper to alight 
and refreſh themſelves with what ber * 
hovel afforded. 1 . 

The decent and cleanly e 
of the woman, and an air of gentility 
which ſhe wore, ſo different from perſons 
of her condition, with her ſmooth addreſs, 
the relicks of better times, captivated 
our travellers ſo much that they reſolved at 
once to except her invitation: To which, 
alſo, 
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ried it to their horſes : 
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alſo, they were impelled by ſeeing two ot 
three children crowd behind her to the 
door. They, therefore, alighted, and 
ſeemed" as much taken with the neatneſt 


of the homely apartment they entered, 


whoſe clayey walls and floor, wanted not 
ſuch ruſtick decorations, as diſplay'd at 
the houſewifry and the fancy of its 


poſſeſſor. Jane ſpread immediately a 


coarſe but clean cloth upon her old- 
faſhioned table, and placed before her 
gueſts a piece of cold bacon with ſome 
bread and cheeſe, and a pitcher of 
ſmall cyder, which ſtill more aſtoniſned 
them, as they expected nothing better 
than water; and afterwards, like one of 
the eaſtern dames of yore, ſhe drew 
2 bucket of water from her well and car- 
Mean time the 
gentlemen, whoſe appetites were rendered 
ſtill keener by the kind hoſpitality of their 
hoſteſs, eat of her homely fare with ea- 
gerneſs, not without cafting looks of ſur- 
prize at each other, whilſt the children 
dandled about them, and ſhared a conſi- 
derable part of their notice. Mͤy 

: friend, 


— 
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friend, Goldſmith, exclaim'd,, *< ſure, we 
are got into, ſome inchanted maze!—how, 
in the name of: wonder, i could ſuch bumble 
worth exiſt lo near us and be unnoticed 
by us before? — how different the man- 
ners, the ſpeech, the appearance of this 
poor, woman, , from that of our common 
people! — 13 am charm” d. 1 confeſs, and 
believe you think, with me, ſhe i is wor- 
thy our fürther enquiry and regard. 
Happy cottage, which is either the retreat 
of undeſerved misfortune, or of mode- 
rate deſires and temperance | of ſoul, much 
to be envied!” # 

| Here be broke off, cheir Attention be- 
ing diverted by the cries. of a child in 
the inner room, or diviſion, of the cot- 
tage, followed by ſeveral ſoothing and 
tender words from a female voice, and the 
return of their hoſtels, who told them ſhe 
was delighted her poor proviſions pleaſed 
them, and ſhewed ſo much, by every 
word and action, that delight her honeſt 
heart felt, as drew from. them the M 
grateful returns. hl Wi none 


a” 
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"- Goldſmith, after ſome pauſe, in the 
mildeſt accent, ſaid worthy | creature, 
your hoſpitality to ſtrangers, ſeems. to 


flow from the goodneſs of your heart, 
and from ſentiments ſuperior to what we 


might expect in this ſolitude ; ; nor have 


you obliged the ungrateful 3 your beha- 
viour ſhall not be unrewarded ; but of 
that hereafter. Tell me, worthy woman, 

of how many your family conſiſts; I am 
urged to that enquiry by having over- 
heard ſome voices in the room next to us. 


I ſhould have ſatisfied myſelf, by an in- 


truſion cuſtomary to ſtrangers in ſuch 
places, did not every thing about you 
dictate that deſpert due to ſuperior virtue 
and delicacy.” 

Jane, for ſome moments en 
ſilent, ſometimes directing her eyes to- 
wards the ground, and then, with an air 
of perceivable embarraſſment, inſpecting 
the looks of the two gentlemen, ſilently 
deſiring to be convinced if they were 
what their ſpeech and appearance beſpoke); 
and, at length, delivered herſelf as follows; 
at the ſame time a tear trickling down 


her cheeks, 
1 « My 


a 


— 
a 
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« My own family, gentlemen, are all 
here before you; but I have others, un- 
der this homely roof, who perhaps de- 
ſerve and were defign'd for a better habita- 
tion. *Tis true I was not born or bred in 
this place, nor in a ſituation which to 
outward appearance includes abundance 
of wretchedneſs; but to a contented and 
= thankful mind, which adores the diſpen- 
= ations of providence, and with ſubmiſ- 
W fion bows to them, it may be improved 
into a ſtate of perfect happineſs, of which 
W (amidſt many unſatisfy'd deſires which 
vill intrude themſelves whether one will 
or no, many diſtreſſing thoughts for the 
future proviſion and happineſs of theſe, 
without my aſſiſtance, perfectly deſtitute 
infants, the offspring of an honeſt fa- 
W ther) 1 certainly may be ſaid to partici- 
pate; nor do any ſufferings or anxious 
thoughts ſour my temper towards per- 
ſons in better circumſtances than myſelf; 
but I burn to do every kind office in my 
power. If any thing gives me pain at 
preſent, 'tis on account of a depoſit in 
de hands, and the concern I feel, that 
I. F ſome 
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ſome people of fortune ſeem to imagine 
poverty may be tempted to any baſe and 
wicked action. You ſeem, gentlemen, 


by your aſpect, : to have hearts full of 
compaſſion and humanity, and therefore 


J may hope your pardon if 1 venture to 
aſk you a ſingle queſtion ?”. 

Mr. Goldſmith and the Squire, t touch'd 
with this ſenſible introduction, and me 
_ dering to what it ſhould tend, in t 

ꝑkindeſt manner aſſured 1 5 
ſaid could be diſagreeable to them, and 
they were ready to ſatisfy her in Every 
thing ſhe demanded. 27610 

Jane, with pleaſure heard this reply, 
and courteſying, ſaid, ** Do you both, or 


either of you gentlemen, know a. moſt M 
worthy man, one Mr. Goldſmith of i 


St. Iſmael, near Kidwelly? I have ſome 
buſineſs. with him, which I ſhould. be 
glad to communicate to him, and have 
intended to ſend a young woman over to 
him ſome day for that purpoſe; but by 
an accident ſne is lame and cannot go, 
and it is impoſſible for me to leave my 
lie family, and her in that condition, 

for 
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for ſo long a time as ſuch a journey 


would take up. Now, if either of you 
gentlemen will undertake to impart what 
1 am going to ſay, to him, I; dare believe 
he will be very thankful; you will re- 


lieve me from moſt intolerable apprehen- 


ſions, for the ſafety of one who is dear 
to him, and make me very happy.? 
While ſhe. thus ſpake, Goldſmith, 
whoſe thoughts ran perpetually on poor 
Billy, was in hopes ſhe. knew ſomewhat 
of that dear infant, and he was ſo agi- 
tated by what ſhe had ſaid, that, but 
Mr. Lloyd jogg'd him to be ſilent, tho? 
his thoughts were the ſame with that 
gentleman's, he would have riſen and even 
embrac'd the honeſt woman with rapture; 
but the Squire was reſolv'd he ſhould not 
yet diſcover himſelf, and therefore took 
upon him to anſwer for them bot. 
Good woman, I affure you we are 
both intimately acquainted with the 
gentleman you mention, and that what- 
ever buſineſs you have with him, if you 
will inform us of it, ſo much eſteem of 
you, you have excited, we will communicate 
US Tx, it 
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it to him before we ſleep this night, and 
you may affure yourſelf, any commiſſion 
from you to him, ſhall be executed with 
the utmoſt. pleaſure; nay more, we can 
aſſure you, ſuch is the temper of Mr. 
Soldſmith, that if you can give him any 
intelligence that will in the leaſt benefit 
him, he will ever ſnew you, you have 
obliged a perſon truly ſenſible of the fa- 
vour conferred upon him: * on, we 
are all attention.“ 

1 muſt beg leave, 5050 reply d, 
conceal a particular perſon's name from 
you; becauſe I have received favours 
from her; and tho I betray her ſecret, 
yet I have ſome hope that the good gentle- 
man 1 mentioned, will paſs over her 
ſhare in the tranſaction, with prudent 
filence.?” She then told them the whole 

of Mrs. Jones's coming to her cottage 
with the children, without mentioning 
her name, her behaviour, and her own 
apprehenſions thereon ; the viſit paid her 
the next day by Margaret M<Alliſter ; and 
concluded thus: Now, gentlemen, I 
am not a little * before now, 

I have 


The Generous Briton. _ 101 

I have heard no more of my diſagreeable 
viſitors ; one of the children, to be ſure, 
ſhe has a right to demand, it is her own; 
and, as you plainly perceive, was left 
with me to cover an artful tale: But 1 
was reſolved the other ſnould not be taken 
from me, but by violence, as I had the 
greateſt reaſon to imagine no good was 
intended to him: I have been upon the 
rack for ſome days to let his patron know 
where he was, that he might place him 
in ſecurity: The gentleman's benevo- 
lence I am no ſtranger to, tho? I had ne- 
ver the happineſs of ſeeing him; but 
the hope of reward is no motive with me: 
Poor as I am, I truſt in God 1 ſhall ever 
be guarded againſt committing a baſe ac- 
tion knowingly ;- beſide, the dear little 
fellow has gain'd ſuch a hold already; in 
my affections, as I can aſcribe to nothing 
but his artleſs little blandiſhments, the 
lovelineſs of his perſon, and the melan- 
choly circumſtances the helpleſs innocent 
is involved in : Indeed, his pretty little 
wife, as I cannot help-callingher, from the 
mutual affection they have for each other, 

, F 3 is 
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18 alſo to be pitied; but 'tis only becauſe 
ſhe has ſuch a mother. Happy ſhouſd 1 
think myſelf, if my circumſtances would 
afford me an opportunity always to retain 
them with me, and to be a witneſs to the 
charms of their opening minds. — Tou 
ſeem ſurprized gentlemen, at the pecu- 
iarity of my ſentiments, and I wonder 
not at it, conſidering the ſordid appear- 
ance I make before you; but it may be 
thus accounted for: I fear God, I reve- 
rence all his precepts, I do juſtice, I lobe 
mercy, as far as my ability extends, and 
look forwards to that bleſſed hope of an 
hereafter, . which ſhall recompence me for 
my ſtedfaſtneſs, when all the miſeries of | 
this frail and uncertain life are paſt away, 
You ſhall ſee the lovely babes — if you 
don't, gentlemen, feel a fondneſs at - firſt 

Gght of them, 1 am greatly miſtaken ü 
She was going on, when Goldſmith, quite 
overcome, tears of joy and admiration 
trickling down his cheeks, roſe ſuddenly, 
and folding his arms round the honeſt 
creature, exclaim'd, «exalted principles! E 


massen dat. goodneſs! — my name is 
| Gold- 
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Goldſmith bring my children to me 
you have made me ſupremeſy happy! 


Mrs. Penry, with an air* of aſtoniſn- 


ment, her hands lifted up to heaven, 
broke, with great reſpect, from Mr. 
Goldſmith's arms, and, wild with joy, 
ran into the other room; from 
whence ſhe return'd, in a moment, and 
before the gentlemen were calm enough 
to follow her, brought Billy in her ow 
arms, Dorothy coming after with Lucy. 
No ſooner the children caſt their eyes: 
upon Mr. Goldſmith, than both, in the 
ſame inſtant, almoſt: flinging themſelves 
out of the arms that held them, ſcreamed: 


out Papa! Papa !—Goldſmith took Billy, 
and hugging him to his boſom, «© Poor 


dear baby! my deareſt child! my angel! 
he cried, ©. this is the ſecond time provi- 
dence has directed me to fave thee 
from death; but I will never part from 


thee out of my ſight again;“ then ſitting 


down, he took Lucy on his other knee, 
and beſtowed upon her the moſt tender 
careſſes, Mr. Lloyd alternately giving 
them tokens of the pleaſure he received 
at F 4 in 
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in thus recovering them. Jane and her 
aſſiſtant were quite tranſported, and the 
former ſaid, folemoly,. on This i is God's 
doing! * 

When a little UTR ſaatdeded this 
vwildneſs of affection, Mr. Goldſmith thus 
addreſs d himſelf to Mrs. Penry, Tour 
honeſty and your tenderneſs to theſe chil - 
dren, and your generous intentions in 
their favour and mine, would be motives 
more than ſufficient to engage me to 
make your future days happy: But that 
it is in my power to reſcue from want 
and diſtreſs a perſon every way worthy of 
a better fortune; who bears poverty 
and calamity with ſuch a truly chriſtian 
temper of mind, gives me an extreme 
delight; you ſhall no more inhabit this 
cottage and this drear Common; as you 
have conceiv'd ſuch a love for theſe chil- 
dren, I invite you to ſpend the reſt of 
your days in my family ; your children 
J will take care to ſee brought up at ſchool, 
and when'they arrive to a ſufficient age, 
will put them out to ſuch - occupations 


eden A" make choice of.“ 
And 
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tc And 1,” added Mr. Lloyd, will co- 
operate with my worthy friend, and will 
endeavour to procure them every advan- 
tage in their entrance into life. Here, 
good Mrs. Penry, for that you ſay is 
your name, accept this ſmall preſent as 
an earneſt of what T propoſe,” and at 
theſe words put into her hands five gui- 
ane, overpowered with ſuch marks of 
goodneſs and generoſity, was ſome mo- 
ments ſilent; at length ſhe found her 
tongue; in a fervent ejaculation return'd 
thanks ro God, and then ſaid . Worthy 
Sir, addreſſing herſelf firſt to Mr. Gold- 
ſmith, * have not deſerved all this good- 
neſs at your hands I have barely done 
my duty, and you propoſe to me rewards 
that fill me with confuſion; yet I cannot, 
without ingratitude, refuſe to accept of 
them: to be near theſe dear children, 
will be the greateſt of comforts. to me; 
to be in the view and contemplation of 
your piety and virtue will be my ſupreme 
felicity— Theſe children will, 1 hope, live 
(addreſſing them both) to be an honour to 

F 5 their 
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their benefactors; and when you come) 
_ gentlemen, to know they are the offspring 
of a worthy, but unfortunate father, you 
will not think them improper objects of 
your bounty. It ſhall be my duty, I hope 
it will be theirs, to learn, with uplifted 
hands, to beſeech the Almighty to multi- 
ply his bleſſings upon you and your fa- 
milies: Permit me, Sir, turning to Mr. 
Lloyd, to aſk one favour of you: This 
preſent, which you are pleaſed to inſiſt 
nnn, receiving, will be ſuperfluous 
to me; the young woman, who ſtands 
by me, and who has a great deal of merit, 
loves theſe dear children, and join'd with 
me in the deſign of reſcuing one of them 
from the bad hands they had fallen into; 


it will; be of ſervice to her.— Indeed, Sir, I 


am too bold; but beg it as the greateſt 
favour that 1 N n.: the gift to 
Ber.“ 0. 1&2: 1 
Deborah hung un her heal, ber face 
al ſuffuſed witty bluſhes, as was that of 
Penry, whot reflected ſhe had been rather 
too preſumptuous; but ſhe had the beſt 
and moſt conſiderate tempers to deal 

1 with, 
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with, who look'd upon what ſhe had ut- 
tered as the emanation of an honeſt and 
friendly heart. No, no, Mr. Lloyd 
replyed © I am not offended, and the young 
woman ſhall meet with a reward, without 
taking from what I gave you; but at 
preſent; it is proper to think of ather 
matters: My friend,” continued he, 
directing his diſcourſe to Goldſmith, © I 
have a plan in my head that will produce 
ſufficient . puniſhment to Mrs. Jones; 
as you propoſe to take the children 
immediately from hence, with Mrs. 
Penry, let us contrive that ſhe ſhall not 
fee Miſs Lucy, *till we find her thoroughly 
repentant and to conceal the finding the 
children from every body but two or three 
friends, that is to ſay, Mrs. Julian, Mr. 
Jenkins, Mrs. Lloyd and ourſelves. And, 
as no doubt Mrs. Jones will ſoon ſend 
here to put the remainder of the ſcheme 
ſne has form'd into execution, let the 
young woman take poſſeſſion of the cot- 
tage, and when that lady or any of her 
agents come here, let them be told Mrs. 
Penry is gone away with all the children, 

F 6 ſne 
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ſhe knows not where, and we ſhall have 
the ſatisfaction to hear how they behave, 
and afterwards let the worthy girl take all 
Mrs. Penry thinks proper for her own 
uſe, to which we will add a ſum of money 


that may be of ſervice to her and her mo- 


ther, as we are informed her circum- 


ſtances are but low: Sure there cannot be 


a more ſublime pleaſure than promoting 


the happineſs of merit and virtue !” 


Mr. Goldſmith, pleaſed with the pro- 
poſal, determined to ride home and return. 
with a carriage for Mrs. Penry and the 
children, and having prepared Mrs. Ju- 


lian, to carry them all over to St. Umael 


that night; accordingly he departed, and 
made Mrs. Lloyd and Mrs. Julian ſu- 
premehy happyby the tidings he brought 
of the recovery of the children, who 
promiſed to prepare for their reception. 
At the cloſe of day, ſo expeditious 
he had been, he returned to the Com- 
mon, with two chaiſes, having enjoined 
the moſt ſcrupulous ſecreſy to the dri- 
vers, his own. ſervants; and Mrs. Penry 
and the two children in one of them, and 
| Mr, 
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Mr. Lloyd and the three childten of 
Penry in the other, immediately ſet out 
on their little journey, and, arriving ſafe 
at St. Iſmael, were privately conducted 
by that gentleman through the orchard 


and garden, into a back apartment of 


the houſe, quite remote from obſerva- 
tion, of which, after the tendereſt careſ- 
ſes of Billy and Lucy, and crying over 
them ſome time, Mrs. Julian put Jane 
in -pofleſſion' with all her family. Mrs, 
Lloyd ſoon after came, and both of 
them beſtowed upon the worthy woman 
and her family, many demonſtrations of 
reſpe& and tenderneſs, and promiſes to 
ſecond the views of her bene factors. 

Mr. Goldimith, having beſtowed a 
reward of a handful of gold upon De- 
borah, given her Proper inſtr uctions, and 
promiſed to remember her hereafter, rode 
over to Carmarthen, and going to the 


place appointed, found Jones and Mr. 


Jenkins heartily jaded with their unſue- 
ceſsful {earch over the whole town. Gold- 
ſmith concealed his ſecret ?*till he had 
taken leave of Mr. Jones, who returned 
| 9 to 
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to his houſe in more ſorrow, on account 
of his now confirmed loſs, than could 
have been imagined of a man of his tem- 
per; but tho? his couſin pitied him, he 
did not chuſe to make him his confi- 
dent, in the late happy adventure. 
Notwitkſtanding it was bow near 12 
at night, as the weather was fine, the two 
friends reſolved to return to St. Iſmael; 
and, on the road, Goldſmith acquainted 
Jenkins with every thing that had oc- 
curred. That good man, one while 
adored the goodneſs of providence, at 
another expreſs'd his wonder and aſto- 
niſhment at the behaviour of Penry, and 
i promiſed to join in every ſcheme for her 
reward. He was pleaſed with the puniſh- 
ment intended for Mrs. Jones, and 
finally ſaid the whole ſtory deſerved to be 
noted aureis literis, (with letters of gold) 
as a remarkable inſtance of the watchful 
care of Heaven over diſtreſſed and reg 
cuted 'innocence;* 
When they arrived they nd Mr. 
Lloyd, his Lady, and Mrs. Julian, in the 


children's apartment, (who were all in a 
1 profound 
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profound ſleep in the beds appointed for 
them) wonderfully pleaſed: with the con- 
verſation of the ſenſible Mrs. Penry, who 
had been relating to them the ſtory of 
her misfortunes. At the entrance of the 
gentlemen, all mutually felicitated each 
other on the late happy event, when Mr. 
Jenkins, at length, beſtowed due praiſes 
on Penry, told her ſhe had by her ho- 
neſty ſecured the favour of the Almighty, 
and that as ſhe had firſt of all ſought 7he 
king dom of God and bis righteotiſneſs, every 
temporal bleſſing would be added thereto. 
Upon hearing her name, ſoon after, men- 
tioned, he ſtarted and exclaim*d; © Gra- 
cious Heaven !-—Penry ! ſure not the re- 
lict of that worthy, fenſible and religious 
man, James Penry, the exciſeman of 
Llangadock, with whom, heretofore, ” I 
have ſpent ſo many TE, mo- 
ments?“ 

Jane, the tears trickling den her 
Pa looking at the Parſon with a ten- 
der reſpect, anſwered modeſtly, Indeed 
Sir, I am the unfortunate widow of that 
good man, whoſe death involved his fa- 
TFH - -- mily 
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mily in poverty and - diſtreſs?” < Poor 
creature, Jenkins replied, <.] do nt 
wonder now at thy virtue; thy huſband 
was my friend, and in vain I have en- 
quired, for a long time, the place to 
which his family retired after his deceaſe 
I ſheuld have endeavoured to have leſ- 
ſened the aMictions under ieh he muſt 
have left them; but providence has gra- 
ciouſly effected thoſe purpoſes iu another 
Wan, and it ſhall\be my care to co-ope- 
rate with my friends in their good and 
kind intentions in thy favour and thy chil- 
dren's. But had you no friends, no re- 
lations whoſe hearts were melted to 
compaſſion at thy -misfortunes ? Not one 
that would lend a relieving hand to the 
fatherleſ:? Not one tender eye that 
inclined to make the 2v:doww's. heart fing for 
Joy; the widow of a man of humanity, 
who never withheld his help from the 
Miſerable: as far as his ability reach'd * 
Not one? O temporal O:mores'!” 
„Alas! Sir,“ Jane anſwered,” << how- 
ever my huſband was eſteem'd living, 1 
— few. friends after his death. What 
* little 
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little benefits I received were beſtowed-in 
ſuch a manner, as to make the ſituation 
am thus humanely relieved from, far 
preferable to the obligation. 1 therefore 
found out, after ſome time, the little 
cottage, wherice I juſt have been reſcued, 


and by the hardeft labours preſerv'd exiſt- 


ence to myſelf and children. We had 
our healths continued to us, and, if our 
meals were ſcanty, our veſtments ſordid, 
and our habitation homely, I was con- 
tent, as I liv'd in the continual preſence 
of a merciful Being, who ſets up and 
caſts down whom he pleaſes, and whoſe 
wiſe purpoſes are inſcrutable to human 
eyes and underſtandings. And behold, 


: FSi, my firm reliance upon Providence, 
my patient ſubmiſſion to its decrees, are 


rewarded. Theſe good gentlemen have 
ſnatch'd me from all my calamities; they 
have moſt favourable intentions towards 
my poor infants; and happy if 1 can, in 
any way, by the ſincereſt attachment, by 
in the department I am placed in, at leaſt 


May 


thew 1 am not of an ungrateful mind 
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May divine providence ſhower: down 
bleſſings. on them and their ine for 
their beneficence! W rior 

Mrs. Lloyd and Mrs. Julia. were 
wonderfully delighted with the good wo- 
man, whoſe better habit, had been al- 
ready provided, in profuſion, from the 


wardrobe of the firſt- mentioned lady, 


and ſhe. now appeared quite a different 
perſon from her former ſelf. They both 
deſired her to eſteem them as her ſincere 
friends: Mr. Goldſmith and Mr. Lloyd 


were charm'd with the good they had 
done, and Mr. Jenkins rejoiced he ſhould 
have his old friend's widow and off. 
ſpring fo near him. In ſhort, it was near 


break of day before all parties retired to 


._ reſt, and late in the morning before they 


roſe from ſleep, all the friendly gueſts 


ſtaying at Mr. Goldſmith's untit the next 


day, to finiſſi the arrangements they had 

_ me. 16, ch 00% 

. 7 Wher they met at breakfaſt, Mr. Gold- 
ſmich called all his ſervants in, one by 

one, and confided the ſecret to them, of 

ao — ——_—_ ſtrictly enjoining 

them, 


4 


9 
WE 


The Generous Briton. 115 
them, never to mention it to any one 
an injunction they not only promiſed, 
but reſolved religiouſly to obey: They 
W lov'd their maſter too well to give him 
any pain. Mrs. Julian's office of nurſe 
was devolved upon Mrs. Penry, whoſe 
children were alſo to continue with her, 
and ſhe was to have the aſſiſtance of one 


of the maids who was conſtantly to at- 


tend her: A private part of the garden 
and orchard, to which they could paſs 
from their chambers, was allotted for 
airing and recreating the little folks: 
Mrs. Lloyd promiſed to ſee them often, 


and Mrs. Julian, with that Lady, were 
to ſuperintend the whole buſineſs. Thus 


every thing was ſettled, and the utmoſt 
care taken that Mrs. Jenkins ſhould know 
nothing of the children's being found, at 


the deſire of Mr. Jenkins, and with the 


approbation of every one preſent; who 
well knew her maleyolent. diſpoſition and 


£ 


her intimacy with Mrs. Jones. 


We muſt now return to Carmarthen, 


2 relate how affairs were mn there. 
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During the abſence of her huſband, the 
laſt time, Mrs. Jones, building upon the 
conceit that Margaret had ſucceſs fully 
carried the children to the place directed, 
made herſelf perfectly eaſy, and trium- 
phed in her mind; for ſhe imagined all 
ſearch was over, and reſolved to ſtand to 


her former ſtory, whatever was the con- 


with a ſhow of affliction, ſhe was obliged, 


ſhe thought, to appear inconſolable on ac- 


count of the loſs ſhe had ſuſtained; 
therefore, ſhe did not, for ſome time, 
think it expedient to go abroad or to re- 
turn the many viſits of condolance that 


2 made to her on the occaſion; 


ſame time ſhe long' d to hear from 
— to cue her ſilence by a proper 
reward, and to make an excurſion to the 
place ſhe ſuppoſed the children carried ta, 
that ſhe might ſend Billy far away, never 
to diſturb her more, having already laid 
a plan, in her head, for conveying him 
40 the plantations. However, as guilt 
is ever ſuſpicious, and ſhe knew Mr. 
Goldfmith thought badly of her, ſhe re- 
folved to * either , or writing 
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to Margaret or Penry, ill ſhe' could 
with decency go abroad herſelf, Mean 
time ſhe reſumed her command over her 
huſband; frequently abuſed her couſin, 
and beat her youngeſt ſon for being like 
him; at the ſame time fondly imagining 
ſne ſnould ſoon be reſtored to his good 
graces, when time an in en e 
calmed his mind. 

Thus a whole 1 rolled away; 
when ſhe ſuffered herſelf to be perſuaded 
to divert her feign'd melancholy by go- 
ing abroad, and, upon her firſt viſit, did 
not fail to call of Griffiths, Margaret's 
huſband, to ſee if his account of her 
departure tallied with the orders ſhe had 
given her: But here ſhe was extremely 
puzzled; the honeſt man inform'd her 
ſhe had ſpent one day with him, two or 
three with ſome of her cronies; that, to 
his great grief, ſne was drunk all the 


time, had endeavoured to perſuade him 


to go to Ireland with her, as ſhe had loſt 
her nurſery, and told him ſhe had money 
enough to ſettle him in buſineſs there: 

That, upon his refuſal, ſne left him, in 
2 re- 
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areſciful ihriers: 8 3 going 
to Tenby, on ſame buſineſs for her miſ- 
tres, and that he had never. feen her 


ſhe ſtill remained 


thete in diſcharge of "the e 2 in 
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the! conſidered the time Margaret muſt 
have ſtaid, after ſne received her direc- 
and trembled at the danger ſhe had 
run af the ſearch reaching Penry's cot- 
tage; but did not doybr, ſhe had been 
time enough too, to obey her; and as to 
her feint of talking to her huſband of 
going to Ireland, ſhe imagined it was 
intended only as ſuch: Let again, when 
ſne remembered that ſhe had, in her con- 
ſternation, given her near eight guineas, 
beſide ſilver, and the eaſineſs with which 
ſhe came into her machinations about the 
children, ſhe was apprehenſive of the conſe- 
quences ; for bad people ſeldom like to 
truſt each other too far. In ſhort, ſhe re- 
ſolved; to go privately; to Penry's cot- 
tage the next morning, here ſhe made 
no doubt all would be cleared up to her 
ſatisfaction. h 
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N this reſolution, ſhe returned home 
from ber vilits, and remained, in 
doleful mood, till after dinner. the ne 
day, when ſhe ordered the chaiſ 
got ready, by her deaf driver, and un- 


der pretence of an airing, after being 
driven from place to place, for an hour 


or two, ſhe directed him to put forward 
toward the place of enquiry... Wood uns 


The rattling of the; chaiſe, brought 


Deborah Price to the door, before it came 
to the hut, who ſoon perceiving a female 
in it, doubted not but it was Mrs. 


Jones, and prepared herſelf to. follow 


the commands, ſhe, had received from 
Mr. Goldſmith. Nb ene 


As ſoon as the chaiſe ſtopt, t the anxious | 


lady ſprung from it, and bolting; in, 
aſk'd,, with an eager accent, for, Jane 


Penry, and her e child Wine ahn A mA 


; 
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of amazement all around, at not imme. 
diately perceiving them before her. 

« Madam, the faithful wench an- 
ſwered, < I am under great concern when 
I acquaint you that Jane (with all the 
children) went with an intent to viſit my 
mother, who lives at ſome diſtance, 
leaving me to receive any meſſages that 
came; but I find ſhe never was there, 
and, tho' it is a long while ſince; I have 
heard neither tale or tidings of them 
hope no miſchief has happened to them: 
he, indeed, often talked of being 
tired of Hving here, and of going to her 
own country, ſomewhere in the Weſt of 
England, and 1 find ſhe took all her 
clothes, and what little money ſhe had, 
with her. She alſo was often talking of 
the two nurſe· children the had, ſaying 
The lov'd them ſo well that ſhe was reſolved 
to carry them with her wherever the 
went. Probably ſhe got a lift in ſome 
carriage, in town, or procured a paſſage 
in ſome veſſel to her friends. This is all 
the account I can give you, madam. I 
Hall mut — if ſhe does not re- 
Nie | turn 


* 
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turn in a day or two, and go over. to my 
mother's, who has great occaſion for my 
attendance.” 

Had a dagger transfixed her heare, 
Mrs. Jones could ſcarce have ſhewn more 
ſenſe of pain, whilſt Deborah was telling 
this tale ; her eyes were caſt wildly round, 
the tears ſtood in them, and, at length, 


rolled, in big, round drops, down her 


= cheeks ; ſighs burſt from her boſom, a 
cold ſweat bedewed her limbs, and with 
ga great ſhriek, ſhe fell into a real ſwoon ; 
a ſtate which ſhe had lately ſo ofien art- 
fully feign'd. 

Deborah was quite ſurprized ; for 
tho? prepared for anger and violent ex- 
preſſions, ſhe did not imagine Mrs. Jones 
would be ſo deeply affected. She ran 
for water, holloed out for the aſſiſtance 
of the ſervant, who however could not 


hear her, and was near twenty minutes 


uling every endeavour to recover her be- 
fore the lady came at all to herſelf ; when 
ſhe did, ſhe exclaim'd in diſordered and 
interrupted accents, © Gone ! — Penry 


gone.! —and all the children! — Lucy 
Vol. I. G too 
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too] —oh! barbarous mother! — my 
devices are all turn'd upon my own head! 
—— Could 1 think! oh! how ceuld I— 
that my wickedneſs would proſper !—— 
Poor innocents !—where---where are ye 
carried too] Then recollecting herſelf, 
a flood of tears ſucceeded, and a morti. 
fication and horror in her looks that are 
inexpreſhible. 
For ſome moments after ſhe remained 
ſilent; *twas a ſilence more expreſſive 
than words, as all the horror of her 
crime, and the dread of its conſequences 
| . preſented themſelves before her eyes. She 
had, - for baſe and ſordid purpoſes, con- 
ceived a cruel deſign againſt one poor in- 
fant ; ſhe was puniſhed in the loſs of her 
own; ſhe had invented a ſtory of thei: 
being ſtolen from her; ſhe had triumph'd 
in her baſeneſs; and now ſhe was uncer- 
tain of the fate of her daughter; ſhe 
. had attempted to deceive others; but 
1 had been wofully deceived by her own in- 
ſtruments. At length waking, as it were, 
from a dream, and ſeeing Deborah in 


tears, * well knew the meaning of all 
this, 


The Generous Briton. 128 
this, ſhe recurred to her laft queſtion, 
and, indeed, the only one ſhe could now 
propoſe. „My dear,” ſays ſhe, ſoftening 
her voice, and endeavouring to' compoſe 
herſelf, „was there no woman, one Mar- 
garet M<Allifter, or Griffiths, that came 
lately to Jane to fetch the children away 
from her?” „ No, madam,” the Werch 
replied, no ſuch perſon ever came here; 
for if ſhe had I muſt have ſeen her, having 
never been from the ſpot ſince the day 
after the children were left here : But, 
for J perceive you are the lady they be- 
long to, if it will be any ſatisfaction, 1 
can aſſure you the pretty creatures were 
W well, the laſt time I ſaw them, and Jane 
ſeemed to be very fond of them, She, 
now and then, us'd to mutter ſomewhat 
of ſome ill-uſage deſign'd to one or both 
of them, and that ſhe would carry them 
to the fartheſt part of the kingdom rather 
than part from them: So that, where- 
ever they are, you may depend upon it 
they will have gun es care taken of - them 
with her own.“ 2 | 


S Theſe 
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cunning. She found. further enquiries 


of illneſs, ſhut herſelf up in her chamber. 


havock in her breaſt ; at the ſame time 


Theſe words again, delivered in a 
modeſt and grave tone, more and more 
affected her; but grown now more cau- 
tious, ſhe kept her thoughts to herſelf, 
curs'd Margaret, in her heart, who now, 
ſhe made no doubt, had deceived her, 
and herſelf for being the dupe of her own 


would be to ho purpoſe, whereupon, beg- 
ging Deborah to ſend her any intelligence 
of Penry, ſhe might receive, leaving 
her her addreſs, and making her a ſmall 
preſent, ſhe flung herſelf into her chaiſe, 
and ordered her driver to bend his courſe 
homewards, where ſhe might be at liberty 
to reflect over all this ſtrange occurrence, 
to indulge her grief without witneſſes, 
and to form ſome plan or other for her 
future behaviour. 

Arrived at home, ſhe, under pretence 


Her affliction for the loſs of her daugh- 
ter was now ſincere, and made eye! 
that the fear of the diſcovery of her guilt, 


by ſome unforeſeen means, thro? Penry, 
or 
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or otherwiſe, harrowed up her very ſoul. 
The ſame affection and honeſty which en- 
gaged her to ſecrete the children, might, 
when her money was exhauſted, direct her 
to ſind out her couſin Goldſmith, of whoſe 
connexion with Billy ſne too well re- 

membered ſhe had told her the whole 
ſtory. What to do, which way to turn 
herſelf, ſhe could not deviſe; one mo- 
ment ſhe reſolv'd to tell her huſband 
the whole affair, and her motives, and 
get him to interpoſe with her couſin in 
her behalf, that means might be found 
out to bring Penry and her family back 
again, wherever they were : But ſhame, 
for as yet there was no heartfelt repen- 
tance, deterred -her. Upon the whole, 
ſhe reſolved to let matters remain as they 
were, and to employ, privately, every 
means in her own power, to get tidings 
of Penry, and, in the interim, to follow 
the ſame conduct ſhe had hitherto, whick 
was (and ſhe could do it now without 
grimace) to continue her grief for her 


lols, and to Perſiſt i in mad former aſſer- = 
tions 
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Deelaration which cauſes a vit; with 
what paſſed therein : Terrible ſituation 
of a ſeeming Pemtent. 


R. Goldſmith and Mr. Lloyd were, 

ſoon after this tranſaction, inform'd 
by a meſſenger from Deborah, that Mrs, 
Jones had been with her; whereupon 
they ſent a chaiſe to bring her over to 
St. Iſmael, that they, and the reſt of 
their cabinet council, might hear, from 
her own mouth, what had paſſed in the 
extraordinary viſit. Accordingly ſhe was 
introduced into Mrs. Penry's apartment, 
where they were aſſembled, related every 
word with preciſion, and was applauded 
by all preſent for her behaviour. Various 
were the reflections made upon what they | 
heard ; . but none of them pitied the ſub- : 
ject of their diſcourſe ; they thought her 
' puniſhment juſt ; and finally reſolved 
| the ſhould continue in her ſtate of uncer- 


tainty till the children were advanced to 
ſuch 
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| fach an age as would render it difficult, 
or impoſſible for her to recognize them. 

Jane, before Deborah departed, made 
her a preſent of all ſhe had left in her 
cottage; and ſuch other favours were be- 
ſtowed upon her, as put her and her 
mother in a ſituation they could never 
have aſpired to from their labours: She 
promiſed not to divulge the ſecret ſhe 
was intruſted with, and returned to her 
mother, delighted and pleaſed with the 
reſpect ſhewn her, and having received 
an invitation, to come every now and 
then, to fee the family and children. 

Mrs. Jones, for ſix months after, made 
every enquiry in her power, by letters and 
meſſengers, to all parts of the Weſt of 
England, and in ſhort, every where elſe, 
with a proper deſcription of the woman 
and children; but in the moſt private 
manner imaginable, concealing her own. 
name, and employing that of her huſ- 
band's chief clerk, which ſhe might 
ſafely do, as he was gone upon affairs of 
trade to the Weſt-Indies. But all the an- 
iwers were unfavourable, as well rhey 


"EE might, 
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might, and, at length, ſhe left off fur- 
ther ſearch, and made herſelf as eaſy as 
poſſible -in the loſs of her daughter: Se- 
vere pangs would ſometimes agitate her 
breaſt, to which Mr. Goldſmith's total 
diſregard of her and her family, and the 
thoughts of her being juſtly ſuſpected by 
him, not a little contributed : But- no 
dawn of virtue, no real remorſe of con- 
feience yet touch'd her heart: She had 
not the leaſt conception of what was 
right and fit; her own private loſs, the 
being deceived by her accomplices, and 
her ſcheme having, by that means, proved 
abortive, were the only conſiderations 
that gave her- pain. As to Jones, the 
hurry of buſineſs, the eager purſuit of 
gain, left him no room to think of any 
thing elle; at firſt he had ſome feeling on 
account of his child, but it ſoon wore 
off, and without torturing himſelf with 
thoſe thouſand nameleſs terrors and fears, 
which only minds ſuſceptible of the moft 
delicate and refined ſenſations are capable 


— 


bf, he contented himſelf, that wherever 


the was, ſhe muſt have food and rai- 
ment 


The. Generous Briton, 129 
ment of ſome kind or other, and that it 
was not unlikely chance might, at length; 
reſtore her to them. As he was rich, and 
had now only two children, and little 
probability of having more, he look'd 
upon the Goldſmith eſtate with no very 
hungry eye; tho' he could not help 
thinking he would ſtill make his youngeſt 
ſon his heir. He ſometimes met him, at 
fairs and markets, and as he found his 
carriage not altered. towards himſelf, he 
behav'd ſtill with the utmoſt: reſpect to 
him, tho' he thought his wife injured by 
his ſuſpicions; yet as he could not, he 

knew by experience, combat his argu- 
ments againſt her, he ſeldom mentioned- 
her before him. 

But the hour was not 1 diſtant, when 
we guilt and baſeneſs too plainly muſt ap- 
pear, and by a means ſhe had no ſuſpicion 
of; ſo as to render her obnoxious to alk 
the virtuous and humane of her acquain- 
tance, and to cover her with ſhame and 
diſgrace; a ſecond and more ſevere puniſh - 
ment © due to her en crimes. 

| G. 4 Ta 
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Two years were now paſſed away, in 
which little Billy and Lucy, by their 
growth and improvement, charm'd all 
their friends, when one morning, Mr. 
Goldſmith was called from the nurſery, to 
examine two culprits, a man and a wo- 
man, who were aceuſed of having broke 
open a houſe at Kidwelly, the preceding 
night. He heard the accuſation, with his 
uſual humanity and penetration; but the 
more he ſurveyed the features of the wo- 
man, the more he was perſuaded he had 
ſomewhere ſeen her before; but could 
not recollect where: As their crime was 
ſufficiently proved, he was going to ſign 
their mittimus, when the woman, trem- 
bling, beſought his worſhip to favour ber 
with a word or two in private. The re- 
mark he had before made would have in- 
duced him to grant her requeſt, even had 
he not ſuppoſed ſne wanted to inform 
againſt ſome of her accomplices, and there- 
fore ordering her to follow him, into an 
adjacen t room, and ſhutting the door, he 
aſked her what ſhe had to ſay. Aſter a 
deal of confuſion, ſne told him her name 

| Was 
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was Margaret, Mrs. Jones's: nurſe, who 
had the honour to be ſometime at his 
houſe with Miſs Lucy. Goldſmith, upon 
this declaration, was very attentive; he 
had long enquir'd after this woman in 
vain, ſuppoſing ſhe could give him ſome 
confirmation of her miſtreſs's baſe deſigns, 
as ſhe was with her at the time of the pre- 
tended robbery ; therefore he bid her: 
ſay on; when the infamous creature in- 
formed him of all that paſt between her 


miſtreſs and herſelf, on the day they took: 


the children to Carmarthen, and of all 
the deſigns and fears of Mrs. Jones, her 
giving her money to carry the children to 
Tenby; but falſely aſcribed her running 
away to her compunction and remorſe, 
which prevailed over her attachment 
to her miſtreſs, and induced her to go: 
to Ireland. She owned ſhe had been a 
wicked creature; but hoped his worſhip: 
would have pity of her, and ſhew her as- 
much mercy as he could. 

Goldſmith was aſtoniſhed at the ſcene: 
of iniquity, which was worſe than he had: 
ever preſumed to think it was, and filently 

"O'S bleſs' d. 
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132 The Generous Briton. 
bleſs'd God, who had ſo miraculouſly, as it 
were, - preſerved his innocent child from 


ſuch mercileſs hands. His diſcernment, 
however, eonvinc'd him that the wretch 


had concealed, as much as poſſible, her 
ewn iniquity, and as much as poſſible 
exaggerated that of her miſtreſs, _ 


He told her, her crime was of ſuch a 


nature, and fo clearly proved, as to render 
it impoſſible to ſcreen her from puniſh- 
ment, could he be brought to enter into 
fuch a vie y; but as ſhe had confeſſed the 
matter he wanted proof of, he would take 
care ſhe ſhould: have every comfort poſ- 
fible, in gaol, if ſhe would ſign her 


confeſſion of the fact ſhe had related, as 

it was upon a pecukar account neceſſary 
for his own reputation, and the conviction 
of ſome perſons; for tho? he Had evi- 


dence in his hands that amounted to the 
ſame, it was ſuch as he did not chuſe to- 


make uſe of. He then gave her ſome 
money, drew up. her relation, read it to- 
ber, and: ae [wore to. the truth 
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Of this wretch ſuffice it to ſay, thas 
| ſhe and her accomplice were tried, the 
next aſſizes, both of them found guilty, 
ſentenced and executed, Margaret ſhew- 
ing much penitence, at her exit, for the 
crimes of her miſpent life. 

Mr. Goldſmith, arm'd with this confeſ- 
ſion, reſolved to pay viſit, once more, 
at Carmarthen. ; which, indeed, as he 
had declared, was in ſome reſpects ne- 
ceflary for his own juſtification : The town 
and country in general blam'd him for 


his behaviour to Mrs. Jones; they 


thought the loſs of her own child was a 
ſufficient proof, his ſuſpicions were unjuſt, 

and he could not reply to their clamours 
without diſcloſing a ſecret he was reſolved 
ſtill to preſerve : Beſides, he could not, 
ſo great was his humanity,. think with- 
out horror of the condition of his couſin :: 

unconvicted, ſhe remained ſtill in a ſtate. 
of wickedneſs, direful to think of, and. 
was adding, every day, by her conceal- 
ment, and the untruths ſhe told conſe- 
quent. thereto, to her own guilt and the 
anger of heaven. He hoped, therefore, 
when 
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when. ſhe was thus fully detected, ſhe- 
might have opportunity for ſincere repen- 
tance; once more become entitled to the 
bleſſing of providence, and the happineſs 
he hereafter intended her, in the reſtora- 


tion of her daughter. Theſe were the 


motives for what he was now doing, and 
Mr. Lloyd and Mr. Jenkins, by his de- 
fire, accompanied him, to be witneſs to 
what paſs'd at Mr. Jones's. 

' So unuſual a viſit, made early in the 
morning, tho it greatly ſurprized Mr. 
Jones, yet gave him pleaſure; to which 

the more than ordinary reſpect the three 
viſitors ſhewed him, greatly contributed: 
His wonder was increaſed, however, 
when, after having taken ſome refreſh- 
ment, Goldſmith thus addreſſed him. 

My dear Jones, I can now, with cer- 
tainty, give you the name of the perſon, 
by whoſe artifices we have been fo long 
deprived of our children; but let my 
couſin your wife make one of the com- 
pany; I think it rather more imports. 
her to be acquainted therewith than any 
one preſent.” Jones, overjoyed at what 

8 he 
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he heard, and not doubting but Gold- 
ſmith would clear his wife from any con- 
cern in the matter, and was come to ac- 
knowledge his ſuſpicions ill grounded, 
flew to his wife's apartment, who was di- 
verting herſelf with her elder ſon. 
She no ſooner heard what gueſts waited 

_her coming, than her countenance fell; 
paleneſs overſpread her face, and her 
knees tottered under her; for well ſhe 
feared her baſeneſs was diſeovered: But 
what could ſhe do; there was no time to 
reſolve upon any thing elſe bur obedience 
ſhe was compelled to ſeem to believe, 
with her huſband, that her couſin was 
come to clear her from her aſperſion, 


and to acknowledge his error; but ſhe 


rather thought inly that the children were 
found, and that Jane Penry was ready to 
appear as an evidence againſt her: She 
three or four times uttered the ejacula- 
tions, God bleſs me! — What in the 
name of God can they want with me !” 
but the ſacred word was foon ſtifled on 
her tongue, and, bad as her heart was, 
” bod upon it as one not proper for 
her 


136 The Generous Briton. 
her mouth, mumbling afterwards, ** God 
forgive me Such a fituation was worſe 
to her than death itſelf, and ſhe followec 
her huſband in a kind of deſpair, as a 
wretch expos'd to bitter calamities, ſome- 
times dares the utmoſt rigours of fate, 
the ſooner to een mn 5 04464420 144 
death. 5 
Mr. Goldſmith. 0K his friends dice 
Wu her ſituation at her firſt appearance, 
and ſevere as they were in the juſtice they 
had hitherto, and intended further to in- 
flict upon her, they really compaſſionated 
her condition, tho' they abhorred the oc- 
caſion of it: And the tender and benign 
heart of Goldſmith ſunk within him at 
the reflection of what he was going to 
ſay, and the treatment he en it 
neceſſary to beſtow upon her.. 
She dropp'd a kind of half: corals 
* upon the ground; and ſeating 
herſelf on a chair, faintly aſked, what 
they had to impart to her. Goldſmith, 
with much ſolemnity ſhutting the door, 
anſwered, her in the following words: 
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the pain and inquietude you have cauſed 
me, for ſome yeafs, by your conceal- 
ment of poor Billy; and in purſuing 
your deligns againſt. that innocent, how 
heaven has permitted you to be involved 
in the ſame misfortune, by the loſs of 
your davghter ; for, in conſequence of the 
intelligence I have here in my hand, 
(holding out Margaret's confeſſion) I 
have ſought after the children at Mrs. 
Penry's cottage, where I now find you 
left them, in vain. You have added, 
for fo long a time, to your intended wick- 
edneſs, by a conſtant and uniform denial 
of what you have been, upon good 
grounds ſuſpected of, by which I fear you 
have more and more forfeited the favour 
of providence, and are living, every mo- 
ment, in the actual commiſſion of ſin. 
Here, madam, is a proof of what I 


advance, and I deſire you, couſin Jones, 


to read this paper; it will without doubt 
aſtoniſh you, as it did les and muſt 
every body who hears it.“ 

Jones eagerly took the paper, and read 


it aloud ; but before he had got to the 
end- 


be Genercus Briton. 

chad; his hands ſhook (inſenſible as he m- 
turally was to any thing in which his in- 
tereſt was not ſome way or other concern- 
ed) his tongue faultered, and he could 
go no farther: upon which Goldſmith, 
feeing his diſorder, took the paper from 
him, and finiſhed the reading of it, wait- 
ing ſome moments afterwards in filence, 
looking earneſtly and with ſcrutinizing 
eye at Mrs. Jones, whoſe hufband's 

eyes were alſo directed towards her, wit h 
2 caſt of the utmoſt anguiſh, mingled 
with as much anger as he 8 could ven- 

ture to diſcover. 

It is impoſſible to attempt a detenption 
of what, at this ſolemn moment, paſy'd 
in the lady's imagination. Racks and: 
' tortures, were beds of de um, were waſting 
eaſe to this! The tears ſtreamed plenti- 
fully from her eyes, which continued de- 
prefied to the ground; a cold ſweat be- 
dewed her limbs; ſhe ſhook thro every 
part, and the very chair ſhe ſat on 
rattled under her: ſo that all the witneſſes. 
of this ſcene, were melted even to tears. 


Goldſmith could bear no longer; but 
. look - 
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looking. upon her ſilence and agitation 
as the ſtrugglings of a mind oppreſs'd 
with conviction, and agitated between 
pride, ſname and repentance z he reſumed 
his diſcourſe : | 

Poor woman,” he panes 2 « thou art 
really an object of pity. rather than of 
reſentment, at preſent! Ah! what 
thorns are wiſely ſtrewn by providence, i in 
all the too flattering paths of vice, in 
every path that deviates from the road of 
virtue, truth and goodneſs! Of this, de- 
luded creature, thou art now a woeful 
example. Thou, who upon | imaginary | 
ſuggeſtions and concluſions, haſt raiſed 
thy hand againſt infant innocence, haſt 
ſteeled thy breaſt to every ſofter feeling of 
thy ſex, nay to all the tender fondne ſſes 
of a parent —and all, from the preca- 
rious view of ſome ſmall loſs accruing to 
thy family. Againſt an infant too, robb'd, 
by the awful deſtination of providence, 
of its fond parents, of every connexion 
in life, that could ſecure it from miſery, 
want and final deſtruction. But if this 
had no force ve baſe and hardened 


mind 
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mind its almoſt” miraculous preſerva- 
tion, the love heaven had inſpired me 
towards it, muſt, upon cool reflexion, 
have convined you, you was acting againſt 
an innocent, that providence meant to 
preſerve; and, as much as in you lay, 
was counter- acting its deſigns. An awful, 
a torturing conſideration this! — And 
heaven has puniſhed you with the loſs of 
an amiable daughter, ſince which you 
cannot have enjoyed peace. Does not 
Al fee it does—thy boſom heave with 
anguiſh unutterable, at the ſhocking idea 
of what theſe children, one of them at 
leaſt, are now ſuffering; who, if not 
other wiſe afflicted, muſt experience every 
want and every diſtreſs that poverty and 

- wretchedneſs can produce, and are now 

perhaps, by the honeſt creature (who, [ 
_ underſtand, fled with horror from being 

a partner in your ſcheme, and to fave the 
orphan from worſe effects of your hatred) 
held up to the compaſſion of ſtrangers, 
with ſupplicating voice, for that ſuſte- 
nance, that bread, you have ſo hard- 
heartedly robb'd them of. The child of 


) 
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thy own bearing, thy lovely little Lucy, 
an equal darling with my Billy, of my 
heart—canſt thou think of her, without 
almoſt curſing thyſelf, covered with 
fordid rags, pale, with dying hollow 
eyes, thoſe eyes that ſparkled like dia- 
monds, expoſed to all the dire effects of | 
hunger, — unhouſed, unſhielded, un- 
friended, become an object to move the 
hardeſt breaſt ?!—Oh! let the repentant 
tear deſcend — but above all, let the 
heaving ſigh rend thy boſom, till with a 
clean heart and uplifted hands, thou 
can'ſt if not alas! too late recover the 
favour, the protection of that Being, bß 
whom thou now ſeemeſt abandoned: 
Haply, by his merciful aſſiſtance, we may 
one time or other ſee again tho' tis 
much to be doubted, theſe unfortunate, 
wandring babes, if death has not already 
cloſed their eyes, and an eternal ſleep 
ſhielded them from the further miſeries 
they might be ſubject to — But to make 
yourſelf worthy of this bleſſing, you muſt 


ſincerely repent of your crime, you muſt 


become a new creat ure, in heart and life, 


and 
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and deteft all thoſe vile and bordid appe- 
dies that have been the cauſe of ſuch a 
vwoeful fall from virtue Then, and not 
till then, yu wilt recover the good opi- 
nion of your friends - of your huſband 
ho cannot, who will not now look 
upon you, but with eyes of contempt 
and deteſtation. As to your motives 
to your late conduct, they were beneath 
à rational creature, even had they been 
well founded. You abound—ah ! how 
unworthily — with all the conveniencies, 
nay, all the ſuperfluities of this frail and 
tranſitory life, even beyond your neigh- 
bours — what a wretched return, you 
have made for thoſe bleſſings i Vou have 
hopeful children, and a huſband of the 
fareſt character and moſt irreproachable 
haviour in his concerns in trade and 
zommerce, and you enjoyed that moſt 
invaluable of all bleſfings, a good ſtate 
of health. But, it ſhould ſeem, the 
little pittance I, through the favour of 
providence, poſſeſs, was in ſome dan- 
ger, as you imagined, of reverting to a 
child 1 ſeemed fo fond of: What then, 

l am 
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am not I maſter of my own-—and, how- 
ever I might provide for him, could you 
think me a ſtranger to the natural rights 
of conſanguinity ? Did my indulgence 
of my affection, directly ſnut my eyes 
to the claim of juſtice, that juſtice 
due to my neareſt relations, to my 
dear boy, your youngeſt ſon, in whoſe 
favour I always had the kindeſt intentions. 
I bleſs God, who has ſo mercifully 
proſpered my affairs, that I have fuf- 
ficient to gratify all the moderate de- 
mands I have or ever ſhall bring upon 
myſelf. Therefore, you ſee, all your _ 
motives were founded upon deluſion, the 
deluſion of a mind, of which the evil one 
had too evidentiy taken the poſſeſſion. 
Nay, my fondneſs for my poor adopted 
ſon, was too preſumptuouſly, I own, di- 
rected to the future emolument of your 
children: I pleaſed myſelf (bur you have 
rendered. it all vain) that - the Jovely boy 
and your Lucy, by being brought up 
together, might imbibe a mutual -affec- 
tion, and by their future union, preſerve 
zin your family, their deſcendants, even 
Tp | that 
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that part of my fortune I intended for him. 


Ah! how have you cruelly cut ſhort all 
my hopes, and deſtroyed the fancied 


Joys my imagination had indulged ! 
Think, couſin, in time, of your dreadful 
- ſituation z once more endeavour to re- 


cover the favour of the Almighty, with- 
out which all the afluence and honours 


of the world may be counted as nothing, 


and will only make the pangs of another 


life, of miſery and torment, ſtill more 


dreadful! | 
During this ' ſpeech, Mrs. Jones not 


once lifted up her eyes, her agitation ſtill 
continuing, and, before the laſt ſentence 


was pronounced, ſwooned away, and would 
have fallen upon the floor, but that Mr. 


Lloyd caught her in his arms, and with 


the aſſiſtance of her huſband conveyed 


diſtance from her, where her convul- 
ſions were ſo violent, as to call for the 


recovered,” ordered her to be conveyed 


to * where, by her huſband's permiſ- 
| "_ 


2 


* 


her to a couch, which ſtood at ſome 


immediate aid of the ſurgeon, who came 
to her relief, and, when ſhe was a little 
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ſion, the good and tender Jenkins 
implored the divine Being to viſit her, 
to turn her heart, to preſerve her life, 
and reſtore her health, in an extempore 
prayer, which wonderfully mov'd all 
preſent, and impreſs'd better ideas on 
Mrs. ome than ſhe had long harboured. 

Mr. Goldſmith and his friends ſtaid till 
all Prins was over, converſing with Mr. 
Jones, who could hardly hold up his 
head, he was ſo confuſed at the late re- 
preſentation of his wife's crime, and ſo 
ſtruck with what his couſin had declared, 
_ tho that gentleman and his friends ſaid and 
did all they could to inſpire him with more 
aſſurance. Goldſmith ſhewed a great 
deal of regard for the children, particu- 
larly the youngeſt,” and promiſing a con- 
tinuance of his friendſhip and affection 
to poor Jones, was going to remount, 
with his companions, when a tender ſug- 
geſtion ſtarted into his mind, of taking 
leave of Mrs. Jones, as an encourage- 
ment to her return to virtue; a ſuggeſtion 
which his two friends highly applauded, 

Il. H and 
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and for which Mr.. Jones was near mo- 
| thering him, i in his embraces. _ 

It being thought improper to accom- 
pany him to her chamber, he went alone, 
and, firſt aſking the ſervant how her miſ- 
* treſs did, ſtepping to her bed-ſide and 


withdrawing the curtain, _ aſked her the 
ſame queſtion in his uſual good-natured 
tone of voice: Adding, I hope, couſin, 


God will ſo touch your heart, as to re- 
new in you a right ſpirit, which will not 
only give me the greateſt ſatisfaction ; 
but procure you a return of that friend- 
ſhip of which you always had a very par- 
ticular ſhare. 

The poor woman, ſtruck to . ſoul 
8 this goodneſs and generoſity, burſt 
into a flood of tears, and exclaimed, 
« Ah] Sir, you have made me hate my- 
felf—1 ſhall never more enjoy happineſs !” 
— Goldſmith, delighted with what he 
heard, took her hand, and preſſing it be- 


tween his own, returned — © Gracious 


God! I thank thee — hate your former 
ſelf, my recovered couſin; but riſe from 


RY 
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this bed of contrition and honeſt remorſe, 
in à ſituation. of mind, that will draw 
down bleflings on your family, and re- 
ſtore you to my affections ſuch as I always 
wiſhed you to be. You're puniſhed 
enough, my dear; but if you repent, truſt 
in providence that it will reftore us what 
we have loſt, in his own good time: 
Farewell — endeavour to compoſe your- 
ſelf to that repoſe, which is now ſo ne» 
ceſſary for you. 
So ſaying, he went joyfully out of the 
chamber, and gladned his friends with 
the relation of what had paſſed between 
him and Mrs. Jones. Jones himſelf was 
ſo affected at Goldſmith's kindneſs, that 
he was profuſe in his acknowledgments 
he accompanied them a mile from 
the town, on their way home, leaving 
them in a manner that juſtified their good 
opinion of the honeſt merchant; who, 
tho he expreſs'd much concern about the 
children, was not leſs deſirous of recover- 


ing his wife's health Sol reputation. | 
11 . 
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As they rode along, the Squire and the 


n could not ſuppreſs the expreſſions of 
their ſatisfaction at hearing Mr. Gold- 


ſmith's late oration, ſo calculated to 
touch the paſſions, and to excite the hor- 


ror and repentance of the perſon it was 
deſigned for. Already they all felicitated 
_ themſelves upon the happineſs they ſhould 


confer- upon Mrs. Jones, in the future 


diſcovery of the children to her; but 


reſolved it ſnould not be done until ſome 
years had convic'd them ſhe was really an 
altered woman, and till the children had 
arrived to an age, and made ſuch a pro- 
greſs in their education, as ſhould increaſe 
the ſatisfaction ſhe and her huſband muſt 
feel upon the Joyful and intereſting occa- 


Goni ©: 
Ren at hooks: Mr. Goldſmith Tor 


bis friends imparted to Mrs. Lloyd, Mrs. 


Julian and Mrs. Penry, all that had oc- 


curred in their viſit ; ſometimes. thoſe 


worthy creatures were melted. to pity, and 


anon Mrs. Jones's, baſeneſs was thought 
not — 3 by what ſhe had 


alread 7 
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3 or might further ſuffer, from the 
ſlurs upon her reputation, and the loſs of 
her child. However; they all agreed in 
the wiſdom and juſtice of yet keeping 
the recovery of Luey and ng 1 a ſecret 
to all but themſel ves. 
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Charafer of an amiable Youth, aud a beau- 
tiful young Lady, with other matters, 


Everal years elapſed, after theſe in- 
cidents, in which Billy and Lucy 
_ diſplay'd ſo many valuable qualities of 
mind, and ſuch blooming graces of per- 
ſon, as charmed all their friends. He 
was, already, by the care taken of his 
education, maſter, in an uncommon de- 
gree, of the Latin and French languages, 
and Lucy began to teſtify thoſe endow- 
ments which the polite and ſenſible Mrs. 
Lloyd had endeavoured to adorn her with. 
Mr. Gold{mith and Mr. Jenkins, pleaſingly 
went over all their former knowledge, in 
their inſtruction, and they had made con- 
ſiderable progreſs in geography and mix'd 
mathematicks, the ſtudy of which was 
intended as a kind of diverſion to them, 
whilſt all the happy partakers of their 
concealment alſo attended thoſe gentle- 
men's delightful lectures. They had yet 
5 ſeen 
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ſeen only theſe friends, Mr. Goldſmith's 
family, and diverted themſelves in that 
part of the garden allotted to their 
uſe. Sometimes, indeed, under the cover 
of night, they had been conveyed to 
Mr. Lloyd's, where they ſpent a week 
at a time with that harmonious pair, and 
drank in thoſe wife rules and maxims 
that flowed from Mrs. Lloyd's tongue, 
and Lucy once ftaid near ſix months 
with her, that under her more immediate 
eye, ſhe might be form'd to female gen- 
tility and prudence. They were now en- 
tered their 16th year, and their natural 
temper began to be very diſcoverable. 
Lucy was gay and lively; ſhe looked and 
ſpoke with a vivacity that was agreeable 
and entertaining ; ſhe play'd to admira- 
tion upon the harpſichord and ſpinner, 
which ſhe accompanied with a voice that 
was touchingly ſoft and melodious. Her 
perſon would have convey'd tranſport to 
the coldeſt boſom ; the exact ſymmetry 
and proportion it diſcovered, the har- 
mony of her features, the delicacy of 
der motions, the ten thouſand beauties 
| "ns chat 
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that veiled themſelves under every ac- 
tion or look, were beheld, with admi- 
ration, by her ſage. companions. Her 
hair, of an auburn colour, ſhaded the 
fineſt eyes that perhaps were ever ſeen , 
her riſing boſom and taper hands and 
fingers, white as the lilly itſelf, yielded a 
promiſe of perfection, that they contem- 
plated with rapture: But ſhe had a levity 
and thoughtleſſneſs, that often diſguſted : 
For a moment ſhe was abſorb'd in a par- 
' ticular favourite purſuit, be it reading, 
working, or what not, and the next ſhe 
retired. from it, jaded and fatigued, and 
ſeeking ſome freſh. object of attention. 
In ſhort; her little guttering heart, and buſy 
hands and eyes, were always in motion; 
her griefs and her joys, were expreſs'd 
by ſudden, and violent efforts, by fits 
and ſtarts ; at hearing of, or reading an 
affecting or calamitous ſtory, deep me- 
lancholy ſeiz d her; ſhe cried; nay ſhe 
even ſobb d: all this for a moment; 
and one would have thought her the moſt 
diſtreſsd of human Beings: But the 
ne 4 moment, all traces of ſorrow paſs'd 
laced 1 
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away, her face Was inumined by Joyous 
ſmiles ; and any little mirthful incident 
was ſufficient to change the ſolemnity of 
her countenance. Yet, with all this fluc- 
tuation of temper, | ſhe had a valuable 
heart, tender, compaſſionate and affec- 
tionate, and ſhe lov'd her benefactors and 
her other friends, and had a fund of gra- 
titude for all their kind offices; ; for as 
all traces of her parents were worn from 
her mind, ſhe had been taught to think 
herſelf dependent upon Mr. Goldſmith 
entirely, as being the orphan of ſome 

diſtant relations. Mrs. Julian and Mrs. 
- Lloyd ſtudied, by every prudent method, 

to render her more ſtaid, and to check 
that prevailing inclination to be admir'd, 
which, in common with the too giddy part 
of her ſex, ſhe had fallen into: But as they 
judg'd it impoſſible to conquer nature, 
they found the only remedy left was to 
turn her diſpoſition to the moſt ſalutary 
uſes they could; and as ſhe lov'd to be ad- 
mired, to make her a juſt S's of admi- 
ration. 
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_ As to Billy, he already gave promiſes 
of being a very accompliſhed youth: 
His perſon was rather fuperior in height, 
and formed, by indulgent nature, ſo pro- 
portionably, as to exhibit, at once, a 
finiſh'd picture, and a proper machine 
for the diſplay of health and the exerciſe 

of labour add ſtudy; the pure blood that 
flow'd in his veins, planted roſes in his 
checks, and gave a fiftnneſs to all his limbs, 

that indicated ſtrength” and vigour: But 
if his perſon was faultleſs, his amiable 
mind made him ſtill dearer to his ra- 
tional friends: He was reſolute and 
| courageous ;z yet inoffenſive and peace- 
able : He had already, in imitation of 
his foſter father, acquir'd an amazing go- 
vernment over his paſſions, and reaſoned 
with a manly and nervous ſtrength upon 
ſuch things as were ſtudiouſly ſubmitted 
to his judgment. He had the moſt fa- 
cred regard to what was right and fit, in 
all his actions, and had yet never given 
the leaſt trouble or diſtaſte to any one. If 
his ſoul became tender, and melted upon 
any — of calamity; yet his ac- 
tions 
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fions alone betrayed it, and every little 
Rindneſs it had hitherto fallen in his way 
to do to the ſervants; or any others, 
within his yet ſmall circle of acquaintance, 
was as ſtudiouſly concealed as it was chear- 
fully performed : Tf he was merry, it was 
the mirth of wiſdom, and if in a melan- 
choly mood, it was neither attended with 
gloom or moroſeneſs. He took the in- 
ftruQions given him, with an avidity and 
promptitude, that fill'd his preceptors 
with aftoniſhment ; the firſt perception 
he had of any problem in Euclid, any 
difficulty in the authors he read, was equal 
to a demonſtration. He play'd, with ex- 
quiſite perfection, on all the inſtruments 
Mr. Goldſmith was poſſeſs'd of, and was 
never idk, nor ſuffered a vacant moment 
to ſeduce him to inattention : Even his 
ſorts were directed to improve his mind, 
or his conſtitution; he already could 
wield the quarter-ſtaff, and at the ſmall 
fword, Mr. Goldſmith had pronounced 
him his maſter. Mr. Jenkins had early 
cultivated in his mind a veneration for 
the ſcriptures, and for the duties and 
225 „ offices 
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„ of religion: He, was domeſtick 
chaplain, almoſt, to Mr. Goldſmith, and 
read the ſacred oracles and pray'd in the 
family, with a fervor and pathos that 
Was really edifying. He had yet only 
* underſtood that he was the deſerted ſon 
of a friend- of his benefactor, and was 
ſupported and educated by the bounty of 
that gentleman. This had been tenderly 
hinted to him by Mr. Jenkins, at a diſ- 
tance; but it did not ſeem to give him 
any pain. That clergyman was amazed 
to hear from the excellent youth, the fol- 
lowing ſenſible words in return: © Dear 
Sir, how good providence has been to 
me, that in robbing me of one parent, it 
has beſtowed upon me ſo many: What 
ſpurs will this knowledge add to my 
gratitude and good behaviour: — I till 
now loy'd my dear father, as he has really 


been to me, yourſelf, Mr, Lloyd and the. 
reſt of my friends, more on account of 


your virtue and amiableneſs of character, 
than from any motive of ſelf-intereſt : 
But now I muſt mingle my veneration 
and eſteem, with reſentments of heart 
1 
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for all your amazing goodneſs to me, a 
poor unfriended youth, that, but for ſuch 
regard, had been expos'd to nuſery, vice 
and folly, perhaps; or at leaſt to igno- 
rance, which I now look upon as one of 
the moſt grievous of misfortunes. Oh! 
my deareſt friend, with what delight ſhall 
I ſtudy to repay the vaſt debt 1 owe! 
What ſubmiſſive duty towards my father, 
towards you, to the excellent Mr. Lloyd 
and his lady! What tender attachment to 
Mrs. Julian and Mrs. Penry, who ſhielded 
my infant years! I want words to expreſs 
the feelings of my heart! A heart that 
burns to make all the returns: it can — 
but alas! the only return I can at preſent 
make, is to adhere cloſely to your in- 
ſtructions, to copy the example ſet before 
me, and to endeavour to preſerve the 
good opinian of thoſe who have made me 
what I am, and without whom 1 very 
probably naw ſhould not have had a 
being.” 
Here, the ſoftning youth wip'd the 
tears that ſwam in his eyes, oppreſs d with 
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the generous ſentiments and the tender 

thooghrs that fill'd his mind. 
© Mr. Jenkins, who look d at him, whilſt 
He'thus ſpoke, with la perfect and fincere 
delight, could not refrain the tears of 
joy that trickled down his honeſt face, 
2 catching him in his arms, exclaim'd— 
5 « My dear, my grateful, my all accom- 
we pupil Have I liv*d to be thus 
d, to hear fuch words from thy lips, 
as make me fond and proud of thee, at the 
fame inſtant |—No, my dear Billy, we 
are the obliged parties; Heaven has not 
only deftined us to the pleafing taſk of 
forming thy mind and underſtanding; 
but has, by thus bleſſing our-endeavours, 
repaid us to the full — rewarded us far 
beyond our defervings ! —What was the 
duty of humane and rational beings, has 
deen, by the divine parent of mankind, 
productive of that ſatisfaction that only 
à rational being can enjoy. Thou art 
above all our hopes and expectations! 
Thou att ſurely defign'd to be an honour 
and a comfort to all thy friends, and a 
bleſſing 


he Generons Briton. 295 
bleſling to thy Wan eee * Bot 
to return Br 
His affection and du Lent to 
Mr. Goldfmith ; that tenderneſs with 
which he performed all the offices of a 
child to a parent, his affable and conde- 
fcending behaviour in the family, the gra- 
titude he diſplay'd to all his friends, had 
ſo riveted that gentleman's love to him, 
that he could ſcarce bear him a moment 
out of his fight : Tho' fo young, he 
conſulted him in all his affairs, and en- 
deavoured to chaſe away that modeſty, 
which would ſcarce allow him to differ in 
any point from him. He long'd to have 
him more at large, to ſhew him the coun- 
try, and to ſhare the praiſes he knew muſt. 
de every where beſtowed upon him. For 
this purpoſe, he held a private council 
with his friends, and it was: reſolved 
Billy ſhould be informed of his whole 
hiſtory, and the reaſon of his being re- 
rained to ſuch privacy for fo many years: 
For, tho” he had the liberty, with Lucy, 
of going into all parts of the houſe; yet, 


it was not without ſome ſemblance of ſur- 
prize, 
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Prize that, upon the appearance of any 
ſtranger, they had always notice to retire to 
their reſpective apartment. 
1 Lucy and Billy, brought up together 
from their infancy, had contracted a moſt 
tender affect ion for each other, tho? their 
diſpoſitions were ſo very different. In their 
very infant ſtate they were always nurs d 
and attended in the ſame apartment z but 
when they had reached to about the 8th 
year of their age, ſeparate rooms and ſe- 
parate beds were provided for them, tha? 
ſtill they continued under the management 
of the females, and conſtantly eat and 
play'd together. As they advanc'd in 
years, all the ceconomy proper for their 
ſeparate occaſions was purſued; they then 
only ſaw each other at meal - times, during 
the hours of inſtruction, in ſuch ſciences 
a8 they mutually purſued, and, now and 
then, in converſation with their friends. 
The favourite project of Mr. Goldſmith 
and his friends was not loſt ſight of, tho 
the difference of temper, in the two ob- 
jects of their care, not a little puzzled 


them, They long'd to diſcoyer a begin- 
ning 
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ning affection in them, for each other, in 
which the heart might be alone concerned, 
and noticed already, with ſatisfaction, the 
anxiety they expreſs'd to ſee, and the re- 
gret they felt at any abſence or ſeparation. 
from, each other, Billy, the moſt accom- 
pliſhed being Lucy had ever ſeen ; Lucy 
the lovelieſt maid, that could be any where 
contemplated ;' no wonder at their at- 
tachment: But there was as much diffe- 
rence in the diſplay of that reciprocal 
attachment and fondneſs, as in their tem- 
pers and behaviour. Billy ſhewed his, 
by a conſtant attention to her pleaſure and 
happineſs, and was never at reſt without 
procuring her. ſome gratification : He 
enjoy'd, with rapture inexpreſſible, the 
progreſs ſhe made in her education, and 
was the very firſt to find and point out 
every new. diſplay of her underſtanding 
and her beauty: He read to her the Spec- 
tators, and ather polite books, and dwelt 
fondly on the obſervations ſhe made. His 
veneration and reſpect for her increaſed 
with her years, and he already performed 
the part of a friend and a brother; but 
* | | N 
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never fell into any groſs or childiſh fami- 
Larity. Lucy, on the contrary, tho? 


mme really lov'd him, as much as inno- 


cence admitted, took all his kindneſs as 

her due, arid look'd upon it as a homage 
paid to her perfeftions, which no one 
could deny-her, that had any knowledge 
of her foperior form and talents. If any 
thing ail'd bim, indeed, ſhe was ſerious 
and melancholy for a moment, but a 
ſmile from him FS recall her to her 
former gaiety. She lov'd to pull, to 
teaze and romp with him, and notwith- 
Randing his condeſcenſion to her, in every 
thing, ſhe often complained of his gra- 
vity and ſeriouſneſs. If he was or ſeem'd 
to be affronted, indeed, at her little le- 

vities, ſhe was uneaſy till ſhe had reco- 
vered ng favour, and, in fpite of nature, 
would be ferious too, which always 
brovght him to himſelf. Mr. Goldſmith 
ſhewed no difference in his manner of 
treating them; but Billy* s temper being 
moſt confnant to his own, he had ſe- 
eretly the greateſt regard for him. Time, 


oh and his friends imagined, would cor- 
7 rect 
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rect Lucy's flighty behaviour; and when F 
they beheld the contrary, {till they pleaſed - 
themſelves with the thought, that the 
blending ſuch contrar ties together, would 
rather conduee to, than Wert anne 
nial harmony and happine 
At their conſultation Mrs. Floyd's was 
pitched upon to let Billy 1 into the hiſtory 
of himſelf ; but it was agreed, on all 
hands, that Lucy ſhould ſtill be kept in 
. Ignorance, as they could not depend up- 
on her prudence or ſecreſy; ſhe was 
open and communicative to a fault; had 
never yet -concealed what paſſed in her 
own breaſt, ard was little qualified, they 
thought, to be made the conñidante . 
the ſecrets of others. 
Mr. Lloyd took an opporttmity, one 
evening, to carry Billy with him to his 
houſe, with leave from his father, 
For iis ſtaying a week or a fortnight 
there; Luey ljook'd very grave when the 
Heard it, and cry'd, and pray, papa, 
let me go too; for I long to be with him 
there: I'm tir'd with our garden; the ſame 
ohects, over and over again, are fo mor- 
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fying 5. and I have not ſeen; Mrs. Lloyd 
for a long, long week paſt. Goldſmith 
ſmil'd, and returned ah] my Lucy, 
on to me that the object you are going 
to loſe, is hat you would follow: I ſee 
thro* your thoughts, now, and will ven- 
ture a wager that if Billy ſtaid here, you 
would deſire to ſtay too; tell me, you 
little aut, if 1 have not hit upon 2 
ſecret mY e Indeed, my dear; papa, 
turn ' d Lucy, you are maſter of it: I 
am ſo queer md. ſo unkard without him, 
that I mope and drone myſelf to death: 
Lou have always, Sir, inſiſted upon my 
| telling the truth, in caſes where a ,prudent 
reſerve was not neceſſary; and you muſt 
believe, tho* I am ſometimes trouble- 
ſome to Billy, that no place can be err 
agreeable to me without him.” _ 
The archneſs of her look, and the eye 
of tenderneſs ſhe caſt towards Billy, had 
the effect ſhe. wiſh'd upon him, at the 
ſame time that Goldſmith and Lloyd en- 
joy'd what they perceiv'd, and alternately 
folded her in their arms; whilſt ſhe, as 
conſcious of having ſaid rather too ay 
ha 
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had her face all ſuffuſed with a crimſon, 
on CS 
« My dear Sir,“ ſays Billy gravely, 

ce tho? it is with reluctance I ſecond a re- 
queſt - which will "deprive you of Miſs 
Lucy's company; pray let her go with 
us, 1t. will. render my, viſit. there. more 
agreeable, to me, and I am ſure much 
more pleaſing to Mr. Lloyd.” « Why, - 
my dear,” Mr. Goldſmith returned, I 
have a particular deſign in detaining Lucy 
at this time; but you ſhall not be long 
aſunder: G0, and return 5 us as ſoon 
as our friend can ſpare you.” fl | 
This ſignification of his defire was 

| endiigh'; they had never contradicted his 
views yet, in the ſmalleſt matter, and 
were upon this entirely acquieſcent. 
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| RS. Lloyd received bim 5 her 
uſual goodneſs, and the Squire 
contrived every thing to.make his fojourn 
with them pleaſing : abſtrafted from that 
admiration and eſteem her amiable quali- 
ties. excited, Billy had a tender affection 
for a Lady, to whom he had ſuch nu- 
merous, obligations, and ſhe lov'd Billy 
with a. fondnels little ſhort of that of a 
mother, which love was greatly heighten- 
ed by his engaging carriage, his uncom- 
mon talents, and his fine perſon. They 
contriv'd to amuſe him with country 

ſports, fiſhing, courſing and hunting, in 
order to prepare him for tidings they 
feared would much affect his grateful 
ſympathizing heart. The elegant library 
engros:d ſome of their hours, and viſits 


to their — and others; for there 
were 


5 


were in dhe vicinity baue of polite 
and well-bred people, who were not 
only converſible but eligible company. 
Mr. Lloyd's elegant garden was almoſt 
inſulated by a branch of the river Towey, 
navigable for ſmall veſſels; over it he had 
a curious wooden bridge, of one arch, and 
on the center of the bridge a ſummer 


houſe, from which there was an extenſive 


proſpect of the river and the Briſtol chan- 
nel, and, eaſtward and weſtward, as en- 
larged a view of the adjacent country. 
The ſhips might be ſeen, plowing the 
waves, and their unſteady maſts bending 
before the gale. On the ſhores, the di- 
ligent fiſhermen were caſting their nets 
for the ſcaly race; the face of the waters 
was illumin'd by the ſun's reviving beams, 
and glittered with golden, corruſcations ; 
the ſky was clothed in all its uſaal ſummer 
mildneſs of blue and purple and white; 
the fields and meads were decked with 
freſh and enlivening verdure, and adorned 
with ten thouſand radiant flowers, The 
diſtant houſes ang cg MED the 
5 induſ- 
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N 3 The kine and the generous 
ſteed were cropping the grateful herbage, 
and the numerous flocks bleating here 
and there, ſeem'd to enjoy with ſatiety 
the wiſe proviſion of providence. Innu- 
merable of the feather'd tribe ſwelled 
their artleſs notes on every buſh and 
ſpray and ſeem'd in exulting ſtrains to 
pour forth their gratitude to the benevolent 
author of all this profuſion of bleſſings. 
Beneath, the garden, glowing with all the 
variegated gifts of Flora, refreſhed the 
eye, almoſt tired with the charming and 
more diſtant proſpect. Here art had not 
abſurdly baniſhed nature, but only ſerved 
to ſet off to greater advantage her genuine 
beauties. The lawns, the ſlopes, the 
Walks and alleys were directed not to in- 
jure but to preſerve her; and what had 
been form'd with the utmoſt ſkill, ſeem'd 


to be the ſpontaneous gifts of the ſoil 
and ſituation. In this ſummer- houſe Mr. 


Lloyd and his lady paſs'd their choiceſt 
hours, when the weather would permit, 
and here ſhe ſtudiouſly, yet as by acci- 
dent, conducted our orphan, as a ſitua- 
* cid 646 tion 
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tion, that by its variety of objects would 
afford ſome reflections which might natu- 
rally introduce what ſhe had to ſay to him, 
without the formality of a direct addreſs : 
It was very fortunate, for her deſign, that 
after being ſeated ſome time, and contem- 
plating the lovely ſcenes before them, the 
ſkies began to lour, the blackning clouds 
to ſhade the enlivening ſun, the birds, flut- 
tering, flew to covert, and the whole animal 
creation ſeemed crowding to ſhelter with 
fear and dread. The ſhips and boats 
now laboured with the riſing ſtorm, which 
ſoon blew with a violence, ſcarce con- 
cCeivable at this ſeaſon of the year; the 
very ſummer-houſe was ſhaken, tho” 
built in the moſt durable and firm man- 
ner, with the ſtrongeſt materials, and 
Mrs. Lloyd was preparing to fly to the 
houſe for better ſnelter, with her gueſt; 
but that an impetuous ſhower of rain 
ſomewhat abated the wind, and rendered 
their retreat too incommodious, and more 
dangerous than their ſtay. Billy, with all 
the coolneſs of a ſtoic, endeavoured to 
reaſon his benefactreſs out of her fears, 
a.. 5 and 
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and to inſpire her with that courage which | 
moſt of the ſex are conſtitutionally de- 
priv'd of: Ah! my dear madam,” 
ſaid he, how preferable is our ſituation 
to that of the poor wretches, in thoſe 
veſſels, who now muſt be in the utmoſt 
_ perturbation, confuſion and diſtreſs, every 
moment expecting to be driven on the 
dreaded yet wiſh'd for ſhore: See with 
what induſtry they endeavour to avoid 
the inhoſpitable ſhock; their melancholy 
thoughts employ'd on the miſery that 
muſt involve their diſtant families and 
friends. by the loſs of themſelves and 
their fortunes, perhaps, and in hafty, 
but ſincere ejaculations recommending 
themſelves ever and anon to the protec- 
tion of the author and preſerver of Be- 
ing. Nothing, my dear lady, affords 
ſuclt wholſome phyſick to the mind as 
contemplating the ills of life; nothing 
ſerves ſo much to wing our thoughts, our 
defires to a better and a future ſtate, than 
the precariouſneſs we diſcover in all earthly 
purſuits and gratifications, which are 
fnatch'd from us in a moment. Behold 
; | before 


The Generous Briton. 171 
before us a ſtriking inſtance. Joyous and 
delighted with the diſtant, or - perhaps 
immediate fight of their wiſh'd for parts, 
the longing crews of thoſe veſſels were 
pleaſing themſelves with the idea of ſee- 
ing their endearing wives and. tender. off- 
ſpring, ſurrounding them at their arrival, 
and taſting the hard-bought wages or 
emoluments of all their toils and labours. 
In a moment the pride of exultation ſick- 
ens; they would be glad even to preſerve 
life alone, and, ſtripp'd of every thing, 
get ſafe to ſhore, or run-into ſome friendly 
creek for ſhelter. Ah! Madam, what 
ſhield have we to protect us from deſpair, ' 
but the certainty of a preſiding provi- 
dence, whoſe eye is over all, and, ſecure 
of whoſe favour and merciful protection, 
ſtorms and tempeſts, ſhipwrecks, earth- 
quakes, nay. the wreck of nature and ihe 
eruſh of worlds, can give only momentary 
ſenſations of pain. Merciful, benevolent, 
but tremendous Being] protect all who 
are now labouring under calamity or 
diſtreſs ! ſoften their afflictions! diſpel 


tir cares and fears, and wipe the hard- 
1 bound 
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bound tear from the eye of. ſorrow ! 
Shield, oh! ſhield this honour'd woman 
and her houſhold from every ſurrounding 
evil! bleſs them with the choiceſt of thy 
bleflings ! and prove that virtue and 

goodneſs are thy peculiar care!” 
By the time this exalted youth had 
come to this period, the ſtorm was ſuc- 
ceeded by a calm; the clouds diſperſed ; 
the cattle and flocks return'd lowing and 
bleating to their paſture, the feathered 
inhabitants of the groves fill'd every glade 
with harmony, and all nature rejoic'd, 
as it were, under the returning rays of 
the glorious luminary. Mrs. Lloyd, 
who had never been in ſuch a fituation 
with our orphan before, ſtruck with his 
reflections, his manner, and his fervent 
and unaffected piety, look*d on him with 
eyes in which admiration and mingled 
pleaſure were viſible : She thought ſhe. 
diſcovered in his countenance ſomewhat 
ſuperior to the human race, and preſſing 
"him to her boſom, remained ſome mi- 
nutes, as it were, intranc*d, whilſt Billy, 
artleſsly flinging __ arm round her neck, 
beſtowed 
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beſtowed upon her the undeſigning careſ- 
ſes of innocence and affection. 6 

At length ſhe exclaim'd * My child, 
my ſon, tho? I have long known the pro- 
greſs you have made in every branch of 
your education, in the maxims of virtue 
and goodneſs; yet your mind has a fund 
.of benevolence and gratitude, that really 
ſurprizes me: Nature has beneficently 
beſtowed more upon you than your tu- 
tors: Happy are we all, that you ſurpaſs, 


in your boyilh days, whatever we could, 


in our moſt ſanguine deſires, expect even 


in years of maturity : Your whole life, 
your very exiſtence, is a convincing proof - 


that you are the favourite of heaven : 
Alas! I wanted not the late alarming 
occaſion, to introduce what I came here 
on purpoſe to tell you: Vou who can ex- 
preſs ſuch fortitude, and ſo juſt a ſenſe of 
the miſeries of others; you who, with 
ſuch ſubmiſſion, adore the ways of provi- 
dence, will never be too much affected 
or depreſs'd with a ſtory of calamity, in 
-which you, yourſelf, are particularly con- 

waa Happy youth, conſign'd by the 


1 3 care 


" 
6 2 : 83 5 a AT NES * : : 
—.— a _ — 8 % . 

000 r 7 2 P CTR I 


WOES CAS 2 
WT. E 
* . rr 75 


194 The Generous Briton. 
care of the Almighty to merciful hands, 
may all thy days flow ſmoothly in unin- 
terrupted felicity, and may 1 ever live in 
the contemplation of thy virtues ! Had 
_ T a child of my own, I could never more 

tenderly love him than I do you: You 
have no premier in my affections, but the 
man who eſteems 3 as much as I do 
myſelf.“ 

She ſuffered him not to reply but in 
the delicate and elegant manner natural to 
her, entered immediately upon his ſtory; 
informed him of the manner in which he 
was firſt diſcovered and reſtored to life by 
ihe good Mr. Goldimith ; the rendernefs 
ſhewn him by that gentleman and Mrs. 
Joan; the infant, reciprocal affection 
of himfelf and Lucy; the deſigns and 

attempt of Mrs. Jones againſt him; his 
recovery, by means of Mrs. Peary; and 
che reaſon of his having been reſtrained 
to ſuch privacy and concealment. She 
expatiated upon the great love Mr. Gold- 
ſimith had for him, and his generous in- 
tentions in his favour z upon the benevo- 


ence of Mr. . and the intereſt 
0 herſelf 
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herſelf and Mr. Lloyd took in every thing 
that concerned him; the motives for the 
preſent diſcovery z and concluded thus, he, 
fix'd in ſilent contemplation, hanging on 
every accent ſhe uttered, and never ance 
offering to interrupt her,” tears of mingled 
grief and oppreſſive gratitude flowing 
down his comely cheeks : ** Now, my 
dear child, don't you think you have rea- 
ſon to adore the wiſdom and goodneſs of 
Heaven, in your preſervation, and every 
thing conſequent. thereto? Let not too 
great a ſenſibility for the loſs of your pa- 
rents, or your ignorance who they were, 
or are, tempt you to a murmur or a ſigh : 
God knows beſt what to do with us in this 
life: It is his to diſpoſe of us as he ſees 
fit, ours te be ſubmiſſive to his divine 
will, and be our lot proſperous or adverſe, 

to be obedient and to praiſe his holy 
name : But I need dwell no longer on a 
ſubject which the ſagacious and excellent 
Jenkins, has made you ſo good a maſter 
of: Happy are you, my dear, that you 
are furniſhed with a ſoul that diſdains 
every * mean or baſe; with an heart 
1 ſenſible 
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. ſenſible, and ſympathizing, and that 
burns after every noble and praiſe-worthy 
purſuit; that abounds with gratitude to 
heaven and your benefactors, to whom 
from your very. infancy, to this age, 
giddy in others, but ſo ſolid in you, you 
have given not the leaſt pain or diſguſt : 
The filial piety you have diſplayed to 
your foſter . father; your reſpectful beha- 
viour and affection to myſelf, Mr. Lloyd, 
Mr. Jenkins, and Mrs. Julian, are above 
all praiſe, and could flow from no other 
ſource than the native goodneſs of your 
mind: But, above all, your tender re- 
gard to the intereſt of Mrs. Penry, your 
kindneſs to her children, your readineſs to 
inſtruct, and promo their intereſt with 
your father; the private good offices 
you have already performed to them; be- 
fore you knew how much you was obliged 
to her, or that you yourſelf, like them, 
had been unfortunate, are ſuch inſtances 
of a generous and exalted ſoul, as can 
never be forgotten, and have been no- 
ticed, with particular ſatisfaQtion, by us 
all: : Tas (on Pg to diſcover your 
” uk diſpoſi- 
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diſpoſition) left to you, to urge the put- 
ting thoſe children to ſchool, that they 
are ſtill ſupported properly, and that every 
thing ſhould be tranſacted for the future 
welfare and eſtabliſhment of thoſe pled- 
ges of the affection of one of the 
honeſteſt men, and the moſt worthy, tho? 
ſome time unfortunate of women ; whoſe 
days now glide away in eaſe and comfort, 
and in the joyful contemplation of the 
good qualities of the youth ſhe formerly 
ſav'd from deſtruction, and whom ſhe: 
loves with a fondneſs, equal to her own: 
children, if not ſuperior thereto :. Go on, 
my dear, purſue the paths you are in, and 
you will never want the favour of God, 
and the perfect eſteem of your friends. 
Mark, in another inſtance, how benevo- 
lent the Almighty has been to you! You: 
might have been ſav'd and nurtured by 
other hands; you might have been 
brought up to your preſent age, in plenty, 
and you might have had a common lot in 
life, with perſons in whom compaſlien: 
might have been the only virtue: But 
where could another Goldſmith have been 

„ _ found, * 
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found, infpir'd with that ſudden affec- 
tion as he was for you? Where a man ſo 
ſituated as to be able to leave you an 
ample fortune z where, ſo qualified to 
form your mind to wiſdom: and virtue, as 
well as to adorn your perfon and provide 
you with profuſion all the neceſſaries and 
ornaments of life? Where a Jenkins, an 
Iſraelite indeed, a clergyman erudite, un- 
impoſing, charitable and humane, adorn'd 
with heavenly wiſdom, with à heart re- 
plete wt h the pureſt ſentiments, and the 
moſt exalted kindneſs for the whole hu- 
man race; who loves you, who has 
communicated his whole ſelf to you, and 
may ſay, with pride, with noble pride, 
he has inſpired you with thoſe virtues he 
has always practiſed himſelf: Who know- 
ing the rigid and uncharitable, as well as 
miſchievouſly buſy diſpoſition of his wife, 
has, for ſo many years, kept the ſecret 
of your being recovered from her; 
whilſt ſhe, with a malignancy and male- 
volence of diſpoſition, which nothing 
but the rigid maxims of her principles of 
* (as it is bt could dictate, 
| inly 
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inly rejoices in the imagination, that all 
our ſchemes have proved abortive in your 
favour; that not being ſealed or marked 
with grace, you have been abandoned by 
God, and our preſumption in ſaving you 
puniſh'd by the agency of Mrs. Jones, 
even of whom ſhe is far from having a 
good opinion? Where, my dear, could a 
neighbourhood like ours be found, where 
affection, union and goodneſs reign, and, 
may I add, where, in myſelf and Mr. 
Lloyd, you have the ſincereſt friends, 
who, as providence has denied us the: 
dleſſing of children, are at liberty to do 
every thing in your favour. As I have 
mentioned Mrs. Jones again, it is not amiſs 
1 ſhould inform you of her preſent ſitua- 
tion. As far as human beings can judge 
of each others hearts, - ſhe is repentant, 
thanks to the viſit and lecture of Mr. 
Goldſmith, which I related to you: But 
whether her repentance is ſincere, or ſhe- 
puts on that guiſe, in order to raiſe the 
compaſſion of the world,, by whoſe re- 
flexions ſhe has been more feverely 
Puniſhed, than by the loſs. of her daugh- 
16 . 
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ter, vwe muſt not determine, but leave to 
the ſearcher of hearts. The'abhorrence 
all her friends and acquaintance expreſs'd, 
of her baſeneſs, has deprived her of all 
ſociety with them, and ſhe has ſeldom 
gone abroad till of late; tho' the benign 
and conſiderate Goldſmith has given every 
encouragement to her return to virtue, by 
frequent viſits and preſents, by affording 
her his countenance, and ſtill ſuperintend- 
ing the education of his nameſake, her 
now only ſon; for the other turning out 
a fine gentleman, her abſurd education of 
him fitting him for little elſe, and having, 
according to the modern acceptation of 
that character, done all the bad things 
he could in the country, made many a 
parent's heart ach, and run into a variety 
of extravagance; his father ſent him to 
London, to tranſact bufineſs for him 
there, where he commenced buck, em- 
- bezzled near two thouſand pounds, and, 

at length, Finiſhed his unimportant and 
pernicious exiſtence, in a duel, in defence 
of an inſulted ſtrumpet. This blow, 
0 to what ſhe had before felt, on the 
former 


: 
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former occaſion, touch'd her to the 
quick, and opened her eyes to her own 
imprudence: For a conſiderable time ſhe 
hung her head and was inconſolable, re- 
fuſing all manner of comfort: The af- 
fecting incident brought the loſs of her 
daughter afreſh to her mind, and filled 
her with bitter regrets: Mr. Goldſmith 
was not the laſt to viſit her, after this ac- 
cident; he ſet before her, her fooliſh and 
ridiculous conduct, in the bringing up 
her unfortunate ſon, and proy'd. the life 
he had led and the fate he came to, to be 
the natural gonſequence of ſuch, a breed- 
ing, and ſuch indulgence. . vou never 
conſidered, couſin, he ſaid to her, that 
it is the duty of parents to xegulate and 
govern the paſſions of their children; and 
not, from a ſpirit of ſelf. vanity, from 
indolence, or worſe motives, to allow a 
full ſwing to all their inordinate appetites, 
by v which they grow ſo predominant, as 
to govern them all the reſt of their lives, 
and produce too many of thoſe miſeries 
and calamities, which we aſcribe to many 


other cauſes: Tis not keeping, (ſays he) 
bes the 
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ehe not W Vis to a a tight 
rein upon the paſſions, the indulgence of 
every deſire that riſes in the mind, with- 
out trying it by the teſt of reaſon, and 
determining whether it be right or fit, or 
the contrary, has produced all the diſor- 
ders in the world : That ſelf- love and 
regard it effectually promotes, ſhuts out, 
or ſtifles every generous and praiſe - wor- 
thy propenſity of the human ſoul : We 
no longer gratefully adore the cauſe of all 
things; our hearts glow not with the 
Jove of our fellow - creatures; we are deaf 
to the calls of goodneſs, mercy and be- 
nevolence, and even to thoſe of natural 
affection itſelf: Such a being is a mis- 
fortune to himſelf, and to all who have 
any connexions with him; he is the pro- 
moter of diſorder in ſociety, and his 
death is a public benefit: Haply he ſel- 
dom arrives to any conſiderable age; 
violent efforts ſoon deſtroy themſelves ; 
che eagerneſs of his purſuits, ſpeedily .dif- | 
orders the machine, and after producing 
convulfive ſtarts all the time of its exiſt- 
ence, its motion is clogg'd and — 
and 
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and a final ceſſation of action follows. 


We leave them to the judgment of the 
righteous Supreme, whoſe darling attri- 
bute is mercy, and whoſe favourable al- 
lowance to human frailty and weaknefs, 
ve truſt will preſerve them from endleſs 
perdition, and pardon thoſe, who by their 
abſurd conduct, have contributed to form 
thoſe peſts of ſociety.— You know, 
your father is one of the moſt compaſ- 
fionate of men; but if he adviſes or 
corrects, he thinks it his duty to probe 
to the bottom of the heart, and never, 
from a falſe politeneſs or tenderneſs, ſup- 
preſſes what he thinks it neceſſary to ob- 
ſerve.— He talk'd thus to her, that her 
eyes might be fully opened and ſhe pre- 
pared for the happineſs he hereafter in- 
tends her. This was, about a twelve- 
month ago ; and ſhe remains ſtill an ob- 
ject of pity, and indeed requires the 
cordial that is preparing for her, in the 
reſtoration of her daughter : She has 
ſhewn a more than uſual affection for her 
other ſon, your name-ſake, who, I have 
been told, is a virtuous and accompliſhed 
= young 
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young gentleman; and is now in a mer- 
-chant's compting-houſe in London; but 
is ſoon to return to his father who intends 
to aſſociate him in buſineſs with himſelf. 
That honeſt man, who has none of thoſe 
delicate ſenſibilities that ſome people are 
bleſs'd with, of all his misfortunes look*d 
upon his late ſon's embezzlements as the 
greateſt, and expreſs'd little ſorrow for 
his loſs. He · ſtill ſnews great attention 
to Mrs. Jones, but has, perforce, almoſt 
.remov'd the yoke of ſubjection ſne had 
fixed upon him; he ventures to cenſure 
. her conduct, to find fault with her ſenti- 
ments, and to differ from her in opinion; 
- whereas, had ſne never been guilty of the 
. follies and overſights ſhe has, ſhe might 
have maintained her deſpotic empire over 
him, to the day of her death: But ſhe 
has leſſened herſelf even in his eyes, and 
he has taken the uſual advantage in ſuch 
caſes. Thus, my dear, you have a picture 
of your preſent happy ſituation, and the 
characters of thoſe with whom you are 
- likely to be connected: You ſee I have not 
treated you as an inexperienced. youth, 
martin; | tor 
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for I know your underſtanding} outſtrips 
your years. All I deſire of you, in re- 
turn for this confidence, is that the know- 


ledge of your misfortune may not too 


much affect you. Remember, murmurs 
and complaints for the loſs of your pa- 
rents, will ill ſuit you, and ſadly repay 
the care of providence, its remarkable 
kindneſs to you: That you weep, I am 
not ſurprized at; a heart like yours muſt 


betray thoſe ſigns" of ſympathetic afflic- 


tion: Do you preſerve your placid diſ- 
poſition, and I truſt in God, if yet alive, 
you may glad your parents with the con- 
templation of your virtues. Remember, 
events that appear ever ſo diſtant to hu- 
man views, ſometimes occur; and that 
the deſigns of heaven are inſcrutable by 
the finite ken of human beings. One 
thing we are certain of, that the practice 
of religious and ſocial duties, as it is the 
higheſt, the moſt exalted perfection of 
our natures, ſo it never fails to inſure our 
happineſs here, by ſecuring the favour 
and ape of heaven 5 and prepares 
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us for, and inſures to us, another and 
a better ſtate of exiſtence. 

. Here the amiable the excellent moni- 
ooh ended her ſpeech, looking with eyes 

that upon the weeping orphan, 
unutterable love and tenderneſs. Not a 
word, not a breath had interrupted her, 
from the beginning to the end of her nar- 
ration; even the ſighs and heavings that 
diſtended his boſom, were ſappreſſed : 
Only the ſtreaming tears from his eyes had 
accompanied her honied accents: For a 
conſiderable ſpace of time he remained 
ſtill ſent, returned looks for looks, and 
ſeeming to think and with: that ſhe would = 
again ſpeak ; but, at length, recollecting 
himſelf, as it were, he with a ſudden ac - 
tion, it was not in her power to prevent, 
flung himſelf upon bis knees before her, 
and taking one 'of her hands, preſſed it 
to his lips, for ſome moments, and then 
dare to expreſs the jeaſt murmur or com- 
- Plaint, how culpable ſhould 1 be, after 

the generous cares you have beſtowed up- 
on me! — That delicate, that moſt en- 

dearing 
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dearing manner, in which you have 
informed me of my fortune | No, madam, 
nothing is left for me to complain of: 
Can a mortal being be more happy than 
Iam? Has not providence intereſted you 
in my favour, —you, whoſe favour flat- 
ters me, I am not entirely beneath your 
notice? — Fear not, my dear benefac- 
treſs, that I ſhall not religiouſly follow all 
your directions, and aim to afpire at 
the completion of all your hopes : Oh! 
madam, what a field for future exertion 
of every virtue of the heart, you have 
opened to me ! Caſt on ſnore a heilp- 
leſs infant—foſtered by the moſt generous 
of mankind-—nurtured with all the ten- 
derneſs of a parent my mind adorn d 
with uſeful, with invaluable knowledge 
=—patronized by ſuch friends Heavens 
where will the confuſion, the pleaſing 
confuſion of ideas, which my imagina- 
tion has collected together, end? And 
unknowing all this, has providence in- 
ſpited me with the humbleſt duty, the 
ſincereſt attachment and affection for atl 
my benefactors—has i rendered my be- 
haviour 
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haviour pleaſing to them—oh ! merciful 
Being, thou haſt left thy creature nothing 
more to deſire of earthly happineſs ; but 
to continue the preſent overbearing, almoſt 
too overbearing ſenſe of thy invaluable 
favours! — Oh! tardy time, revolve 
ſtill more ſwiftly, that my race of grati- 
tude: may be run thro? with more celerity! 
Loet me anticipate, in imagination, many 
ſucceeding years of bliſsful retaliation! — 
Suffer not a moment's : anxiety to cloud 
the brow of the youth they have reſcued 
from deſtruction! — Oh! ſuffer not the 
pangs of my unknown parents for my 
loſs to dwell with me — Alas l buried in 
the waves, if they ſtill exiſt, they have 
long ſuppoſed their infant, and have long 
ceaſed to lament his lofs ! — But if they, 
in the ſame inſtant breathed their laſt, may 
they now, remov'd from all worldly cares, 
ſurvey from the pure regions of immor- 
tality, the happineſs of their fon ? — Oh! 
regretted parents. — I have known no 
loſs of your cares. On me, the ſame 
affection, you could have beſtowed, has 
. excociſed * ſoft meltings of hu- 
manity, 
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manity, and all the tendereſt parental 
aſſiduities! — Bleſſed be the enchant- 
ing voice that has opened this myſtery 
to me; that fearing to give pain to ſo 
incon ſiderable a wretch, has gilded her 
narration with every alleviation for pain 
and regret! May I live to deſerve her 
care to ſoften every moment of her 
valuable life! To rejoice in the uninter- 
rupted felicity of her and her worthy 
conſort, that unalterable friend, that hu- 
mane and conſiderate protector of my in- 
fancy and guide of my youth! — My 
honour'd father my more than parent! 
How fhall I repay the gratitude and duty 
that I owe you !—Mr. Jenkins !— Mrs. 
Julian !— Mrs. Penry !—your endearing 
names are all I can at preſent utter !— 
But actions ſhall ſpeak !—the actions of 
a life, entirely devoted to you!—Impower 
me, oh !- gracious Being, to ſpeak com- 
fort to the ſoul of my repenting enemy 
—the poor Mrs. Jones! What increaſe 
of happineſs her attempts have produced 
me !— Have I not from thence enjoyed 
the ſociety of my amiable Lucy ?—Have, 
I not 
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not been witneſs to her opening perfec- 
tions ?—"Tis all the work of providence, 
and be. its wiſe deſignations adored for 
ever and ever!” — Hie was ſtill endea- 
vouring to proceed, in ſuch ſudden ſtarts 
of gratitude to heaven and his benefactors, 
when Mr. Lloyd, who. had long miſs'd 
his excellent wife and his youthful compa- 
nion, opened the door of the ſummer- 
houſe, and was ſtruck dumb by the en- 
livened looks and the poſture he found 
them in: Billy kneeling before her, his 
eyes lifted up to her face; the tears trick- 
ling down his cheeks : Mrs, Lloyd in- 
tently bending hers upon him, and liſtning 
with admiration to what he ſaid. Mr. 
Lloyd arouſed them at his entrance; but 
only in ſome meaſure changed the ſcene; 
the animated youth roſe, and would have 
fallen before him, in the ſame attitude ; but 
that gentleman catching him in his arms, 
prevented that expreſſion of his venera- 
tion: His gratitude to him forced from him 
words of the like import he had Jately 
uttered; tho ſomewhat more connected, 


than thoſe to his wife; to which he re- 
ceived 
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ceived the kindeſt and tendereſt returns, 
and being willing to relieve them from 
their ſolemnity, he ſaid jeſtingly, Up- 
on my word, young gentleman, if I did 
not too well know your principles, I 
ſhould have been alarmed at finding a 
young man of your figure kneeling be- 
fore Mrs. Lloyd, eſpecially as you are a 
kind of rival in her affections. Why 
you form'd a picture of two lovers, al- 
moſt ; you telling the melancholy tale 
of your ſufferings, ſhe kindly liſtning 
and bending to your relief. Faith I be- 
lieve I came juſt in the nick of time; 
didn't 1? This little excurſion made Mrs. 
Lloyd laugh heartily, and Billy, ſmiling, 
return'd, © And the danger will much 
increaſe, my dear Sir, in your apprehen- 
fions, when I tell you, and tell you ſin- 
cerely, that I do love your lady, more 
than words can deſcribe, and that my af- 
fection has increaſed, within this hour, 
to ſuch a degree, as, even, in your pre- 
ſence I cannot help expreſſing.“ | 
They immediately adjourned to the 
houſe, where they return'd to their for- 

Wk mer 
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mer, manner of paſſing their time; and, 
according to the plan laid, it was agree. 


that abroad Billy ſnould paſs for a young 


ntleman, nephew to Mrs. 


was come to reſide with Mr. Goldſmith, 
for the benefit of his inſtructions and 
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E muſt now, Veſdre we return | 


with the orphan to Mr. Gold- 
ſmith's, relate what paſſed there in his 
abſence. That gentleman having, one 
morning, found Lucy in the Muſeum, 
playing upon her harpſichord, fat down 
by her, and after ſhe had finiſhed her 
piece of muſick, ſaid, Lucy, I think 
you excel greatly on this inſtrument, and 
3 you look charmingly whilſt before 
I have often thought a fine woman 
cannot be placed in a ſituation where ſhe 
appears more to advantage.” Lucy got 
up, and dropping him a courtſy, ran, 
and flinging her arms round his neck, ſaid 
with her uſual vivacity, „Papa, you 
make me proud of myſelf; for I'ſhall 
always be more defirous of your approba- 
tion than that of all the world.“ ] hope 
Vor. I. K | not,” 
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not, my dear,” he returned, I hope to 
live to ſee you more proud of the praiſes 
of a fond huſband, whoſe paſſion will 
ever be an advocate in your behalf, and 
make even your foibles agreeable.” 
« Fiddle-faddle,” cries Lucy, about 
_ huſbands; what have I to do to think of 
them! ? I never ſaw to my knowledge but 
one young man in my life, and to be 
ſure him I love : But I ſhould be glad 
to ſee more of the creatures, that I might 
not love thro? neceſſity, but choice : Do, 
dear papa, let me ſee a little more of the 
world than this houſe and that rookery; I 
am really tired with being cloiſtered up 
for ever ſo, and long to mix with more 
xeople, and ſee variety of other ſcenes.” 
by « Pretty well ſaid, my forward darling, 
replied Goldſmith. I find that, keep a 
young female ever ſo recluſe, breed her 
up with ever ſo much wiſdom and pru- 
dence, *tis impoſſible to conquer the gad- 
ding curioſity of the ſex ; however,” 
continues he, laughing, ce that was the 
very thing [ came to talk to you about, 


your enjoyment of more 2 which 
you 
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you fo much long after; but, at the ſame 
time, I will venture to aſſure you, that in 
this whole principality you will not ſee a 
more accompliſhed youth than our Billy; 
and that the more you mingle in ſociety, 
if you obſerve, with a curious eye, the 
ways of mankind, the more you will long 
to return to the peaceful and friendly e. 
ciety, and the ſolitary ſnades you have left. 
I had particular reaſons,” which you muſt 
not enquire into, for keeping you in ſuch 
privacy; but thoſe reaſons will ſoon exiſt 
no more: Mean time I muſt deſire it as 
a particular favour, my young, ſprightly 
lady of ſixteen, that you ſtill keep the 
ſecret of your being brought up here, if 
you can, for ſome time, and that you 
paſs for a niece of our friend Mr. Lloyd's, 
as Billy is to do for the nephew of his 
lady. And now, madam, the ſpell that 
detained you, is undone, and when Billy 
returns, you ſhall 'both have opportuni- 
ties enough to ſee that world you are fo 
fond of, and to forget me and all el dm? 
leltudes for . een 
e K 2 1110 12 Loey | 
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Lucy, thinking ſhe had offended, look d 
very grave, and, the ready tear ſtanding in 
her eye, anſwered, Dear papa, I did 
not mean to give you any uneaſineſs; but 

| one has; I don't know how, an inclination 
do ſee all one can of the country. But 1 
would not give a pin for all the world, if 


it were to deprive me of my dear papa 
and my friends here. I was in hopes I 
ſhould be ſtill under your guidance, and 
that you would yourſelf be pleaſed to 
| ſhew us ſcenes, which we have yet only 
ſeen in books and pictures: But rather 
than give you the leaſt cauſe of offence, 
let me for ever be buried here. Town I 
am heedleſs in my words and actions; 
but I muſt greatly wrong my education, 
if I can ever condeſcend to be baſe and 


ungrateful. Nay I can keep a ſecret with 


fidelity too; but what ſecrets have I had 
to keep here? all your actions and thoſe 
of our friends are open and undiſguiſed, 


and 1 have been, perhaps, too much en- 


couxaged thereby to communicate every 
thing that paſſes in my on mind: But 
Lhave not read in vain, nor, in vain, heard 
your 


8 
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your maxims, my dear papa, and know 
what caution and reſerve is neceſſary, in 
mingling or converſing with mankind: 
Who I am, I never troubled my head 
about: Satisfied with your generous re- 
gard to me, I have not a wiſh but to 
pleaſe you in all my thoughts and actions. 
As to my dear Billy, I believe there can- 
not be a more accompliſhed youth, and I 
fancy the ſight of any other, will only 
ferve as a foil to ſer off his perfections; 
he can never loſe by the compariſon with 
others, Pm ſure:“ Seeing a ſmile riſe in 
the face of Mr. Goldſmith, ſhe could: not 
ſupprefs the following words: But how 
can I compare our preſent ſituation with 
any thing more aptly, than that of a 
lady immured in a moated caſtle; by ſome 
enchanter: Billy my green dwarf, who 
receives meſfages and ſummonſes on the 
battlements, and our great houſe- dog, 
the dragon that preſerves me from attack: 
The men- ſervants, my gentlemen-uſhers, 
the maids my damſels; Mrs. Julian and 
Mrs. Penry, my reverend matrons; and 
you, my dear papa, for I muſt. Gaiſh my 

KY parallel, 
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Parallel, the ſage enchanter, who having 


found by my Horoſcope that I am to 
meet ſome fatal diſſaſter, if at large, has 
conſtructed a Taliſman, ' without break- 
ing which I muſt remain in the caſtle to 
my dying-day. Dear, dear papa, how 
glad I am that my enchanter himſelf is 
the very knight of the order of wiſdom, 
that releaſes me, and upon whom Þ ok 
beſtow myſelf in return.“ 

Theſe words were uttered in 0 droll 
and arch a manner, that Goldſmith could 
not refrain a hearty laugh: Well, he 
returned, my Armida, my Thaliſtris, my 
Roxana, my Caſſandra, and what not, as 
ſoon as Billy arrives, the Taliſman will 
be broken, and the impriſoned lady ſet 
at liberty; but hear what the Taliſman 
ſays, This:enchantment ſball ceaſe when Lucy 


ſhall enguge never to 'rejet# the” ccunrilo of 
ber Green Dwarf, 'who in the abſence 'of 


Mocomoco, ber ſage protector, is to be 
ber adviſer: I ſbe liſtens to tb ſuggeſtions 
of thedemons of vanity or folly, ſhe will inevi- 
zably fall into ihe farlorn ſtate of repentance 


ont 6-6 Whatſay you, Lucy; will you 
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ſtay i in the caſtle, or venture abroad un- 
der the enchanter's injunction? * Oh! 
ſage Mocomoco, ſhe replied, liberty, 
liberty, is my deſire, and I have fo 
much confidence in. my own ſtrength a as 
to defy all the aan and evil genii of 
earth, air and water.” More to the ſame 
purpoſe paſſed ; for Lucy's ſpirits were 


up with the thoughts of rambling, and | 


Mr. Goldſmith being diverted with her 


vivacity, ſhe carried it to the vemolt 


pitch. N 
The very next A to chat on which 
this converfation happened, Mr. Lloyd, 


his lady, and their amiable gueſt, ſet 
out for. Mr. Goldſmith's, and in their 


way alighted at Mr. Jenkins's, who ſoon 
came down. from his ſtudy, and Mrs. 
Jenkins from her chamber, to receive 
them. Mr. Jenkins, who knew how 
matters ſtood, ſqueez'd Billy, with a 
warm and friendly graſp, by the hand; 


but his behaviour was as to a ſtranger, - 


welcoming him to his relations in the 
country, and wiſhing for frequent op- 
ine of his company, whilſt he 
tn K 4 - _ | 2.0 
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remained in it. It was dinner-time, the 
table was ſpread, and Mrs. Jenkins per- 
formed, with more good humour than 
ordinary. the honours of her houſe; ſhe 
could not keep her eyes off the accom- 
pliſhed orphan ; but viewed him with a 
cC.ountenance ſeemingly full of ſatisfaction, 
nt which made Mrs. Lloyd aſk her how ſhe 
| liked her nephew? The old lady ſcrewing 
up her face, and nodding | her head, an- 
ſwered, * Who can help loving ſuch a 
fine and comely youth, in whoſe forehead 
the ſtamp of grace is viſible to me; tho? 
your carnaleyes. cannot perceive. it.” If 
"they had dared, they would have laughed: 
aloud, at this ſpeech; but they were 
aobliged to ſuppreſs: their mirth, at her 
diſtinguiſning her mark of grace in the 
very front, which ſo many years ago, ſne 
bad pronounc'd, to wear the mark of re- 
probation. 7 My dear, return d Jen- 
kins, in. his ſolemn way, We muſt all 
.agree with you in what you ſay, and even 
with carnal eyes, can diſcover that indelible 
| mark, and” with an ironical look at the 
PPT, ma © hope any poor outcaſts, 
from 


from God, in your phraſe, will grow up 
like him to wear at length the ſame ſigna· 
ture.” As Mrs. Jenkins could not fathom 
this enigmatical ſpeech, ſhe ſeem'd to ap- 
plaud herſelf for her judgment. 1 hope, 
madam, ſaid Billy, I ſhall often have the 
pleaſure to ſee you, whilſt: 1 remain in 
this country, and am determined you 
ſhall not be deceived in your good opi- 
nion of me.” Aye, pray do, Mrs. Jen- 
kins, ſays Mrs. Lloyd; we are going 
to place my nephew with the wiſe and hu- 
mane Mr. Goldſmith, for ſome time, that 
he may improve by his manners and in- 
ſtructions, and there you will alſo ſee a 
young lady, my huſband's. kinſwoman, 
who I hope will difcover the ſame marks, 
you are ſo ee as tO e in my 5 
nephew.” | 

Mrs, Tait was ſo ename of her 
young viſitor, that ſne herſelf invited him 
to ſee their garden, and other parts of 
their premiſes, dinning bim at every 
ſtep, with her uſual rant, of election, re- 
probation, pangs of the new birth, ſinleſs 
2 and other as deep doctrines, 
K 5 which 
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which occupied her poor head: Mean 
time, the company within were diverting 
themſelves at her expence, and deſcant- 
ing upon her abſurd contradictions. 
They ſtaid at the good Jenkins's till 
almoſt ſun-ſet, and then concluded their 
little tour at Mr. Goldſmith's. That 
gentleman happened to be alone, fitting 
in his parlour, when they entered, Lucy 
being in her chamber, and Mrs. Julian 
and Mrs. Penry otherwiſe employ'd, He 
received his gueſts in the moſt welcome 
manner, and his adopted ſon, with freſh 

teſtimonies of affection. Billy, whoſe 
mind was overwhelm'd with what he had 
lately heard, could not contain himſelf, 
and caſting himſelf on his knees and em- 
bracing thoſe of his father, exclaimed, 
„Oh! Sir, my honoured, my more than 
honoured, my reverenced parent and be- 
nefactor! Forgive me, if in any part of 
my conduct hitherto, I have behav'd as 

+} ought not to have done] I could not 

know till now, how much I owe to my 
preſerver and patron. The tender mo- 

tions that do, and ever will, fill my ſoul, 

4. are 
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are perhaps too overbearing for me to 
expreſs in words; but let the actions of 
a life entirely devoted to procure your 
eaſe and happineſs, ſpeak for me] The 
riſing and ſetting ſun; ſhall: never bound 
my minutes of ſubmiſſive duty and atten- 
tion! Thank God, that by being releaſed 
from privacy, I ſhall be enabled to be 
more uſeful to you, and to devote every 
moment to your intereſt or ſatisfaction: 
Oh! my deareſt father and friend (never 
may I forfeit thoſe endearing names) may 
your valued life be prolong'd to. ſee the 
ſucceſs of your precepts z the conſequences 
of the noble education you have beſtowed 
upon me!“ He was going on, when the 
worthy Goldſmith, raiſing, and ſtraining 
him in a cloſe embrace, anſwered, My 
child, your piety and your gratitude charm 
me: I am ſure you will never give me 
the leaſt cauſe of complaint: Live with 
me, for the future, as with your boſom 
friend and companion; enjoy with me, 
that fortune, whilſt I live, which after 1 
am ſnatch'd from you ſhalt be yours 
alone : Lou, I know, like me, will ſhaze 

K-06 -- it 


204 The Gon Briton. 
it with the miſerable and unfortunate ; 
you will wipe away the widow's and the 
orphan's tears, and prove yourſelf a good 
| Reward: to heaven. We will have no 
more of this; our friends are here; tis 
our duty to entertain them chearfully, 
and you muſt go and fetch your Lucy to 
them, who, I make no doubt, you as 
much long to ſee, as ſhe does to fee you. 
Billy bow'd and went to Lucy's apart- 
ment, who could not help fhewing her 
tranſport at his return, whilſt he, with 
the innocent freedom that he had ever 
practiſed, ftrain'd her to his boſom, and 
teſtify*d how pleas'd he was to rejoin her 
ſociety. After conducting the young 
lady to the parlour, he flew to find out 
Mrs. Julian and Mrs. Penry, where a new 
ſcege of acknowledgment and affectionate 
gratitude ſucceeded, and thoſe two wor- 
thy creatures were melted even to tears 
with his tender expreſſions of it, and 
thought themſelves ſupremely happy. 
Billy, who had a breaſt ſuſceptible of 
the ſofteſt impreſſions, had ever enter- 


"rained a fondneſs for Lucy, from his car- 
N lieſt 
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lieſt years; but it had not yet been improv d 
into love: However, the few hints rela- 
tive to her, tho? dropp'd in the moſt 
diſtant manner by Mrs. Lloyd, induc'd 
him to think of her in another manner 
than he had hitherto done; and ſeveral 
days before he returned home, he found 
himſelf extremely eager to ſee her. The 
idea of her having been, ſo many years, 


eſtrang' d from, and loſt to her parents, 


thro? his innocent means, ſtill more and 
more increaſed his beginning paſſion; and 
gratitude, which, in refined ſouls, is ever 
the concomitant of love, inform'd him 
that he ought to repay her by an eternal 
affection; which by his native ſagacity, 
alſo, he ſaw would be very agreeable to 
his patron. Yet he knew not himſelf; 
and her airy temper ſomewhat repreſs'd 
his riſing flame; his thoughtful philoſos 
phic turn of mind, made him fearful ſhe 
would convert every thing into jeſt, he 
ſhould ſay to her; and tho' he long'd to 
tell her how much he adored her, he 
could not venture to diſcloſe his paſſion; 
as he now judg'd it to be. He was ap- 
| Prehen- 
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prehenſive. ſuch a declaration would a- 
ridge all the little enchanting freedoms 
ſhe took with him, that the delicate arm 
would then be thrown no more round his 
neek or waiſt, or her cheek be inno- 
cently laid to his; familiarities which ſhe 
| practiſed from the connexion they had held 
as children, pupils, and brother and ſiſ- 
- ter, which were epithets they had been 
encouraged to uſe to each other. Beſide, 
he was reſolved. to ſee firſt whether ſhe 
had a real love for him, and in a degree 
that might be converted to a conſent to 
the felicitous union he even now began to 
meditate: This was what occur'd in the 
firſt motions of his gratitude, which he 
was incapable to diſtinguiſh from love. 
Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd were now perpe- 
tually, almoſt, at Goldſmith's, and ac- 
companying him, and his young people, 
in excurſions. to the neighbouring towns 
and villages ; ſo that in a month's time 
they had viſited every place of note in 
the county, except Carmarthen, which 
they left to the laſt, becauſe Mr. Gold- 
"pick: intended. to ſtay ſome weeks in that 
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polite town, where they might ſee ob- 


jets moſt worthy of obſervation. ' They | 


were greatly delighted with the praiſes 
beſtowed upon the Orphan and Lucy, 
every where; Billy reaſoned juſtly. vpon 
all he beheld z and Lucy, charm'd to 
the laſt degree, particularly at the homage 
paid to her excelling beauties by the men, 
and at the evident envy, apparent in the 
looks and the expreſſions of the ladies. 
Theſe matters, and the various faſhions 


the beheld, employ'd her attention ſtrict- 


1y ; © whilſt Billy was very ſedulous in his 
enquiries into the thiſtory;/antiquities and 
natural productions of every place in 
which they made any ſtay, the trade and 
manufactures of the county in general: 
But never ſuffered theſe reſearches to en- 
groſs his attention ſo much, as to render 
him negleatful of the entertainment of 
his friends. Returning home by the way 
of Llanelly, they found ſeveral perſons 
of figure were then there, and that an 
aſſembly was appointed, at the beſt inn 
in the town, for their diverſion the next 
night. Mr. Goldſmith and Mr. Lloyd, 
ſtudious 
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; ſtudious to omit nothing that could gra- 
tify curioſity, reſolw d to be preſent ar it, 
as it had been the only opportunity they 
ad met with, to introduce them to any 
place, where a promiſcuous number of 
polite perſons, of both ſexes, were met 
together. Mr. Goldſmith, therefore, 
went to lodge with a merchant, an old 
friend, with his company, whoſe- houſe 
had ſufficient accommodations for them 
and their ſervants, and who was ex- 
tremely obliged by this viſit: Here they 
| heard the names of the gentry then in the 
town, which, were, the Lord and Lady 
Liſburne, Sir Hugh Owen, a Carmar- 
thenſhire baronet, of conſiderable for- 
tune z Squire: Caldwell, a London buck, 
Dr. Jones a phyſician and his Lady, Sir 
Trevor Thomas, Bart. with his daugh- 
ter, and a few others of leſs note: Alſo that 
all the ladies and gentlemen of the town and 
neighbourhood, were vying with each 
other who ſhould appear with moſt ſplen- 
dor. As our ladies carried with them 
two or three changes of apparel, they 
Were not At a loſs upon this occaſion; and 
| what 
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what little articles they wanted otherwiſe, 
were ſupplied by the civility of Mrs, 
Hughes, their kind hoſteſs, and her daugh- 
ters, who were much delighted with the 
honour done them by ſuch gueſts. 
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Hlventares at a country — * ther 
" conſequences. 


F this aſſembly was not fo brilliant as 
many others, it ſtill ſurpaſſed the ex- 
pectation of our young travellers. The 
room was large, and illuminated with 
wax-candles, and every decoration that 
the town and neighbourhood could ſup- 
ply, at ſuch a ſhort notice. The band 
of muſick was compoſed of gentlemen 
not unſkilled in the ſcience : an elegant 
cold collation was provided i in an adjacent 
room, cards were prepared for thoſe that 
choſe it, and a univerſal deſire ſeem'd to 
prevail to be eaſy and good humoured. If 
Lucy was outſhone in finery, her amiable 
perſon ſoon attracted all eyes, and drew 
ſo many glances from the men, and ſuch 
inquiſitive looks from the ladies, as, with 
all her vivacity and good opinion of her- 
{ﬆ, ndt a little ſhocked her: To have, 
28 
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as it were the dimenſions of her perſon, _ 


the features of her face, examined and 


inſpected by ſo many eyes at once, was ſo 


entirely oppoſite to the privacy to which 
ſhe had, till lately, been ever accuſtomed, 
that, after two or three gazes, full of 
timidity and with a countenance ſuffuſed 
with a crimſon glow, all reſolution forſook 
her, for many minutes, and her fine eyes 
were inclined downwards, whilſt, accord- 
ing to their ſeveral manners, ſhe heard 
the different opinions of the company. 
« A charming creature, indeed!“ ſays 


Lady Liſburne — “ a ruſtick, tho' a 
pretty one! exclaims a ſecond lady 


* a painted doll,” cries a third. Beau» 
teous as an angel,” broke out one gentle- 
man — 24 d— d fine creature, by 
G—d,” replies the buck ; and thus it 
went round, whilſt Mrs. Lloyd endea- 
voured, by the kindeſt ſpeeches, to re- 
animate the depreſſed virgin who whiſ< 
pered her Oh] my dear lady i I am 
ſo much confus'd ! — ſure: I muſt! be a 
ſtrange uncouth ereature, to draw all eyes 
upon me Do J, indeed, madam, look 

tg | dit- 
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differently from every body elſe ? Why, 
my dear, you are really different from 
any lady 1 ſee; you are young, and you 
are handſome, and I am not ſurprized at 
the admiration you create, at the encomi- 
ums you hear; but look upon the crowd 
wich the eye of diſcernment; treat them 
as ſo many individuals; the company, 
the converſation of any ſingle perſon 
would give you no pain, and aſſembled 
together, why then ſhould their looks or 
ſpeeches diſturb you? Ah! Lucy, you 
now begin to perceive that the admiration 
you are naturally fond of, may produce 
ſome. uneaſineſs!ꝰ She had! no time to 
reply, but by a look that ſeemed-to ac. 
knowledge the juſtice, of her: remark: 
for the coming up of the orphan, who 
had obſerved: his Lucy's embarrafiment, 
put an end to their diſcourſe; his fine 
perſon and engaging features, had at- 
trafted alſo every eye: He, who had long 
philoſophiz'd, with his patron and Mr. 
Jenkins, upon the ways of mankind, 
had been ſtruck with very little and mo- 


rr a ſurpriae at this new ſpectacle: 
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but had been delighting the former, Mr, 
Lloyd and Mr. Hughes, with his Judicious 
remarks'and obſervations upon ne man- 
ners and dreſs of the company, nor was 
unnoticed by the buſy eyes that were 
every moment ſeeking freſh objects of 
gratification. Mr. Hughes had been called 
alide, ſeveral times, to know who the 
beautiful youth was, and a thouſand en- 
comiums bad been paſs'd upon him, par- 
ticularly by the ladies, who ſeemed to 
have ſingled him out for their favourite: 
He had been addreſs'd alſo, by the gentle · 
men; Sir Hugh Owen very politely aſ- 
ſured him, ſhe ſhould be proud of the 
honour of his friendſhip, Dr. Jones, Sir 
Trevor, and his Lordſhip, ſeem'd to 
take peculiar pleaſure in his converſation, 
and the very Buck, with three or four 
oaths, told him he ſhould be glad to 
drink a bottle with him next day, and 
as he was a ſtranger at Llanelly, as well 


as himſelf, to range thro? the town, where 


it was plain there were wenches worth the 
chace. Mr. Goldſmith's ſatis faction muſt 


be better felt than expreſſed ; his honeſt 
y 8 pride 
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pride and affection were gratified by the 
encomiums Billy received, and the good 
nature it inſpired him N ſeem'd to 
beam forth in every thing he did or ſaid, 
whilſt the youth ſeemed to conſult, after 
every word he uttered, the countenances 
of his friends, to ſee if they approved 
of it, with bluſhes that would have 
added new charms to the cheeks of an 

Adonis. They had heard the praiſes be- 
ſtowed on Lucy alſo, and Mr. Gold- 
ſmith and Mr. Lloyd had enjoy'd her 
confuſion, which was viſible to every one: 
But Billy took compaſſion upon her in her 
diſtreſs ; and turning to Mr. Goldſmith, 
faid, 3 dear Sir, our poor maid, with 
all her gaiety, ſuffers extremely I ſee— 
permit me to endeavour, with, Mrs. 
Lloyd, to inſpire her with a little of that 
aſſurance ſo neceſſary in this inquiſitive 
circle: He waited not his reply, but 
join'd, thoſe ladies, who the minute at- 
terwards were alſo joined by Mrs. Hughes 
and her daughters. He ſingled out his 
Lucy, and with an accent of the ten- 
dereſt inquietude, ſaid My dear mils, 
3 1 
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how do you reliſh} this fort of amuſe- 
ment; methinks your preſence adds 
grace to every thing here; but ſtill, in 
my opinion, my Lucy, in ſolitude at St. 
Iſmael, ſeemed always more eaſy and 
chearful than ſhe is at preſent, whilſt ſhe 
fills every eye with rapture, and excites 
ſo much praiſe and aamfgetzen, as is ex- 
preſs'd by every tongue.“ Lucy looking 
earneſtly at him, reply'd, Ah 1 dear 
Billy, I think, if we were once more at 
St. Iſmael, I ſhould never deſire to leave 
it : I am not diſpleaſed with the place or 
the company,. if they would let me ob- 
| ſerve what paſſes without ſingling me out 
as a particular object of, their remarks: 
I am pleaſed with the notice taken of you; 
but am quite incapable, of enjoying that 
beſtowed. upon myſelf : Beſide, to be 
abuſed in ſuch terms - ruſtic - painted doll 
fine creature, with an oath - ſuch lan- 
guage I chought was baniſhed all civil 
ſociety.” | | 
« My dear Lucy,” he rejoined, % we 
muſt preſume that amongſt the polite, 
theſe are interjections ma are common, ; 
tho? 
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tho' we never heard them before: CIR 
me add to them, by aſſuring you, that 
I myſelf want words to expreſs how ele- 
gantly becoming you appear, how much 
ſuperior to every other lady, where per- 
haps there are many who may be called 
beauteous.” - At this concluſion, Lucy, 
Who had begun to reſume her ſpirits, 
lifted up her eyes, which ſhe directed to 
Billy, in ſuch glances as betrayed her ac- 
knowledgment and the mingled tenderneſs, 
her heart felt for him. And the youth, 
willing entirely to diſpel her fears, took 
her by the hand and led her to Mr. Gold- 
Tmith and Mr. Lloyd, followed by Mrs. 
Lloyd, Mrs. Hughes, and her daughters. 
Thoſe gentlemen were profuſe in their 
expreſſions of regard to her, and with 
the whole circle, who had followed the 
handſome pair with their eyes, admired 
the appearance they made together. Soon 
after, the dances began ; Billy with ini- 
mitable grace danc'd minyets with Lady 
_ Liſburne, Miſs Thomas, Mrs. Lloyd and 
his Lucy, who acquitted herſelf as hand- 
ſomely, tho' their inſtructions had never 
a +. * 
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before been practiſed in publick. They 
then join'd in country dances with the 
reſt of the company, who if they before 
vere ftruck with their perſons, were now 
more ſo with their affability, and conde- 
ſcending good nature; and when the aſ- 
ſembly broke up, they had made ſome 
conqueſts on the hearts both of the males 
and females, many of whom attended 
them and their friends to the coach fide, 
expreſſing their wiſh to be admitted to 
pay their compliments to them before 
they left the town. 
Accordingly, the next day, Sir Hugh 
Owen, Sir Trevor Thomas and his agree- 
able daughter, Mr. Caldwall, and ſeveral 
ladies waited upon our travellers, at Mr. 
Hughes's, where that gentleman ſpared 
no expence to make them welcome, 
in honour of his gueſts, Sir Hugh 
was very particular in his addreſſes to 
Miſs Lucy, whilſt Miſs Thomas ſeem'd 
not leſs delighted with the converſation 
of the Orphan, who was overpowered 
alſo with the civilities of her father. That 
gentleman had at firſt ſight conceived a 
Vor. I. L fond- 
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fondneſs for Billy, and as he had been 
told by Mr. Lloyd that he was his nephew, 
and was at preſent at Mr. Goldſmith's, 
who he had formerly been very intimate 
with, he was very earneſt with thoſe 
gentlemen to permit him to ſpend a few 
days with him, at his ſeat at Ithin Duon, 
about four miles from Carmarthen, or 
that the whole company would do him 
that honour: Every one accepted the in- 
vitation upon condition that Billy made 
one of the ſett, and nobody more ready 
than Caldwall, to whom Mr. Goldſmith 
bad already entertained an averſion, and 
therefore, on that account, and ſome other 
xeaſons that will hereafter appear, after 
the genteeleſt returns for the favour in- 
tended him, he put off the viſit to a 
more convenient opportunity, and hoped 
Sir Trevor and his daughter would oblige 
Mr. Lloyd and himſelf with their com- 
pany when they came into their neigh- 
bourhood, obſerving, that the ſmall 
distance of their houſes would make a 
Future intercourſe as caſy as it would be 
3 to all Parties : He alſo, with 
Mr. 
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Mr. Lloyd, made the ſame propoſal to 


Sir Hugh, knowing him to be a young 
gentleman of worth and honour. They 


parted after mutual promiſes of friendſhip 


and future ſociality ; but did not get rid 
of the buck till they ſat out for Kidwelly 
in the evening, tho? heartily jaded with 
his inſipid and immoral turn of diſcourſe, 
his oaths and execrations, all veil'd under 


the guiſe of affected freedom and good 


humour. Lucy herſelf, who could per- 
ceive he was become her humble ſervant, 
tho' his perſon was not unexceptionable, 
was diſguſted and aſtoniſhed at his beha- 
viour 3 and tho? his profeſſions not a 
little flattered her vanity, ſhe rejoiced 


when their departure freed her from his 


diſcourſe. 


— 
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"CHAP. FL, 


Ives ves apainſt OO affemblies— 
reaſon of thoſe invectives. — Deſcription 
and charatter of a wy maid. 


AHEFR Journey to St. Iſmael was 
pleaſant, and the converſation at 
their arrival turn'd principally upon the 

adventure at Llanelly. Mrs. Lloyd and 
the gentlemen beſtowed many encomiums 
upon their pupils, particularly the young 
gentleman; and Mr. Goldſmith was not a 
little ſevere in his remarks upon the aſ- 
ſembly, nay, upon all aſſemblies in ge- 
neral. I am,” ſaid he, © as great a 
friend to good neighbourhood and fociality 
as any one can be; but I muſt think 
theſe promiſcuous meetings of the ſexes 

ſeldom are promotive thereof: To be 

eaſy, to be happy, you muſt join with 
perſons of ſimilar tempers, ſimilar cha- 
racters, and ſimilar priheiples ; nay, 
this ſhould be one 1 point, 

* that 
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that the parties are all known to each 
other: Where theſe matters are not at- 
tended to, abſurd and dreadful are the 
effects, not only in London but in coun- 
try towns. The virtuous and the ſober 
have herded with the ſharper, the ſtrum- 
pet or the profligate ; who have often 
improved the occaſion to the deſtruction 
of family happineſs and of ſpotleſs in- 
nocence ; have impaired the fortunes of 
the worthy by playing high, and, in 
ſhort, one hour has prepared baits for the 
ruin of the incautious and the thoughtleſs. 
Dreſs and a polite varniſh are the recom- 
mendations to every one ; and let me tell 
you, thoſe, and the ſmall-ralk fo much 
in vogue, may as eaſily be acquired 
by a villain as by a perſon of fortune; 
and who can diſcriminate one from 
the other, confidering the breeding 
and attainments of people of faſhion in 
the preſent times? Few of them are di- 
rected to purſuits that ennoble their minds, 
or teach them to think for themſelves ; 
they give the reins to the enjoyment of 
every modiſh pleaſure and gratification 3 

1 | — 
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they act as thoſe of their own rank are 
generally ſeen to act, without diving fur- 
ther into reaſons or conſequences: Thus 
their acquirements being merely ſuperfi- 
cial, and the effect of imitation, they 
themſelves are eaſily aped by the artful 
and the deſigning, who lay plans to raiſe 
their fortunes at the expence of theſe 
ſons and daughters of ſpontaneous wealth, 
if I may be allowed that expreſſion. 
Therefore it ſtill more and more behoves 
us to be careful what company we mingle 
in, and, as we know our own weak ſides, 
to aſſociate only with thoſe of equal fortune 

and credit. To be ſure, many matches 
| have: been brought about from theſe firſt 
interviews between young perſons of the 
two ſexes ; but more of them have pro- 
ved unfortunate than happy: Intercourſes 
begun by folly, often end in wretched- 
neſs. Did not the ſordid and ſelfiſh diſ- 
poſitions of parents, the ſilly education 
they generally give their children, and 
the vices that reign amongſt us forbid it, 
the fair virgin would find a market nearer 


home: . She would captivate under. the, 
ſimple 


{ 
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Simple ornaments of domeſtic attendance, 
and there would be no need to-dreſs her 
up, as it were, for ſale, and carry her 
to thoſe public marts of matrimony, or 
ſomewhat worſe, balls and aſſemblies, 
drums and routs, where a virtuous and 
truly good woman is ſeldom ſeen to ap- 
pear, after the day that unites her to the 
man ſhe loves. I may, for ought I know, 
be counted too much of a cynic; but [ 
fear the too eager purſuit of pleaſure, 
amongſt all ranks of people, betokens 
no good to my country. - Private virtue 
and ceconomy extinct, public virtue will, 
of courſe, ſoon. expire, and an inundation 
of corruption overwhelm the: nation. 
hope the time is not approaching when 
another Jugurtha, after having bribed our 
ſenators themſelves ſhall exclaim, Yale ve- 
nalem urbem, et mox perituram, ſi emptorem 
inveneris !? | 1 
Theſe invectives were not immediately 
drawn from Mr. Goldſmith, by his pe- 
culiar averſion or diſtaſte at theſe kinds of 
entertainments; nor had he, who was 
all over allowance to other people's fail- 
L 4 ä 


tthe graſs at which all this was aimed, that 
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ings or pleaſures, if innocent, frequented 
them much, or condemned them with 
ſuch aſperity; but there was a ſnake in 


had filled him with no little uneafineſs, 
which the diſcerning Mrs. Lloyd had alſo 
perceived. Let a human being be ever 
ſo perfect; let him be the very ſtandard 
of every virtue; yet, like other frail mor- 
tals, he is ſeldom philoſopher enough, to 
bear with patience a diſappointment in a 
favourite plan or ſcheme, without ex- 
quiſite pain. The more this plan may 
be form'd upon the ſtructure of benevo- 
- lence and affection for others, upon a 
diſintereſted principle, as he thinks, the 
more cruel that diſappointment. The 
boſom warm'd, the imagination heated 
with the happineſs probably to be ſecur'd 
by his plan ; he forgets that he is not 
abſolute diſpoſer of even the children he 
has educated, who, perhaps, by ſome 
direction of nature, may receive a very 
different bias from that he intended to 
give them: He forgets alſo that ſelf- 
love ! is often at the bottom of his views 2 
He 
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He will delight to have his virtues re- 
flected in his children, without confidering 
their happineſs as much as his own. Thus 
prudence is often mere humour, caution 
degenerates into ſuſpicion, and we are 
entirely, in one particular, as much loſt 
to reaſon as a mad man, who reaſons 
Tight upon wrong premiſes. This was 
Pretty nearly the good Mr. Goldſmith's 
ſituation: He had firmly fixed, in his 
own mind, all the circumſtances of the 
delectable union between his adopted ſon 
and Lucy ; he contemplated the future 
blifs they would ſhare ; he fondly in- 
dulg'd his joy, in the view of preſerving 
his eſtate in his own family and name, at 
the ſame time that he raiſed and rewarded 
the merit of the orphan he had ſav'd 
from periſhing, in ſo extraordinary a 
way, whoſe perſon he almoſt idolized, and 
whoſe virtues and amiable qualities had 
finiſhed the conqueſt over his affections. 
Hitherto he had feen no remora that 


could poſſibly retard his wiſhes ; fave that 
the viſible difference of their tempers a little 
2 him: However, he hoped time 

1 might 
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might ſomewhat abate of Lucy's volati- 
ly, or at the worſt, that joined with the 
grave and . thoughtful - diſpoſition of a 
youth ſhe lov'd, with proper manage- 
ment, ſhe might communicate every ſa- 
tisfaction, and from an endeavour to 
pleaſe ſuppreſs [thoſe gay flights which 
even to him were diſagreeable, and which 
he had been long mos to cure 
. 

- Alas! he had, at the late aſſembly, 
diſcerned the mutual liking Billy and Miſs 
Thomas had ſhewn of each other: That 

| young lady, tho? no beauty, had a cer- 

tain agreeableneſs in perſon, air and fea- 
tures, that, with a man of ſenſibility, 
often is more captivating, than that 
faultleſs, that harmonized female whoſe 
only diſadvantage it is to be quite perfect 
in her perſon, even before the molt critic 
ſerutinizing eye; but ſeldom to bear, in 
her mental charms, any proportion to 
thoſe which are exterior. Miſs Suſanna 

Thomas had a moſt bewitching ſoft look; 

but was rather of the paleſt; ſhe was fair 

as the Megination of the moſt raptured, 
poetic 
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poetic lover could deſcribe,, with all his 
epithets and alluſions to lillies, ſnow, and 
what not. Her eyes beamed-ſentimental 
fire; her hair was, like theſe luminaries, 
of a jetty hue; her riſing boſom gently 
beat the alarm. of love, and if her ſhape 
was not ſo fine as Lucy's, it was ſtill to 
the laſt degree delicate and eaſy, and her 
air and mien altogether incomparable 


and peculiar to- herſelf ; at leaſt ſo every 


one pronounc'd that fix d their eyes upon 
her, which were all the polite, and all. 
the young fellows of fortune and expec- 
tation in the principality. To this flight 
ſketch of the external charms of this 
Pheœnix of her time, it is proper I ſhould: 
add a few traits. of her acquirements, and 
more hidden perfections. She was about 
17 years of age, and had been broughhd 
up under the tender and endearing cares 
of the beſt of parents, between whom all 
had been harmony, concord, love and 
friendſhip. All branches of education 
that were proper for a lady of her family 
and fortune had been beſtowed upon her, 
and ſhe was certainly the moſt accom- 
L 6 pliſhed 
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pliſhed female that any where ever exiſted, 
not even excluding the fancied heroines of 
ancient or modern romance, if ſtript of 
what is unnatural and abſurd. She ſpoke 
French and Italian, had read the beſt au- 

. thors in thoſe languages, and imbibed all 


fy and ſoftneſs of expreſſion. 
She had no inconſiderable knowledge of 
the Latin, and had with extreme avidity 
read moſt of the valuable books in her 
own tongue, whoſe maxims the made her 
own, or whoſe beauties ſhe had taſted 
and admired. As tothe lighter endow- 
ments, ſhe had a reliſh for muſic, and 
could perform upon the harpſichord and 
ſpinnet, accompanying the melodious 
- ſtrains with a voice that charmed the ad- 
miring ear. She danced with a grace 
that alone would have procured her a 
multitude of common lovers; ſhe moved 


i lightly, footed ſo gently, that, like 


the fabled nymphs of old, the flowers 
might have raifed their heads, unhurt by 
her feet. She was not, however, ſo ab- 
ſorbed by theſe purſuits, as to have neg- 


kedted more humble and leſs ſhining ones, 
tho? 
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tho far more neceffary : Death having for 


three years, or more, deprived her of an 
indulgent mother, ſhe had ſucceeded her 
in the care and management of her father's 
family; by which ſhe had enured herſelf 
to domeſtic concerns, and her prudence 
was conſpicuous even in the ſmalleſt tranſ- 
actions of the larder and the kitchen: 
She underſtood pickling, preſerving, and 
the whole detail of. houſewifry, and Sir 
Trevor, by her conduct in thoſe parti- 
culars, had found little loſs of his dear con- 
ſort, tho? it ſtill continued to fit heavy, 
upon him, and impreſs'd a ſolemnity on 
all his words and actions. 

The native diſpofition of Miſs Thomas 
had been highly valuable, even without 
theſe attainments : No war of unruly 
paſſions ever heaved her boſom; all was 
gentle, mild and calm there : She had 
been early inſtructed in her duty to the 
ſupreme Being, not by rigid dogmas of 
four and unfociable ſects; but by thoſe 
amiable and benign rules delivered in the 
holy ſcriptures, which had ſunk deep into 
her mind, and influenced all her actions. 
Thence 
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Thence aroſe thoſe bright virtues whiclr 
elevated her foul almoſt above mortality; 
that love of her fellow-creatures, that 
compaſſion, that fear of offending, that 
deſire of being approved by herſelf and 
others, that beneficence that already 
c6nſtituted-her the almoſt tutelary and 
guardian angel of her neighbourhood, 
and the delight of all that had the happi- 
neſs of her acquaintance : Yet half her 
good actions were not publicly known; 
fickneſs and - modeſt poverty were fre- 
guently relieved by her, without exciting 
a bluſh ;; ſhe ſcarcely let her let band 


know what her right did, when it could 


poſſibly be concealed. She could read 
the countenances of the unhappy ſo well; 
that her aid immediately followed the 
ſemblance ;. but, upon applications for 
charity, her judgment directed her, and 
ſhe could diſtinguiſh affected appearances 
from reality. Her ſuit for allowances 
to the diſtreſt or ſuffering tenants of her 
father, or forgiveneſs of rent, after un- 
avoidable loſſes, was never rejected, tho? 
every now and then preferred. By the 
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influence of her example the young 
maidens of the vicinity were a different 
fort of females from others: Each, in 
their ſeveral ſtations, ſtrived to imitate 
Miſs Sukey in ſome of her amiable qua- 
lities 5 their lovers were thence converted 
to ſobriety and civility, and made better 
huſbands and better fathers'than any of 
their rank elſewhere: And, by theſe 
means, Sir Trevor's tenants became eaſy 
and happy, and ſmiling plenty, produced 
by honeſt induſtry, diſtinguiſh'd them 
from thoſe upon all the eſtates within a 
circumference of many miles. This eſtate 
amounted to a clear 1300 1. per annum, 
well wooded, and watered with ſtreams 
and rivulets, and abounding in corn and 
paſture. Sir Trevor himſelf, as had his 
anceſtors for ſeveral generations, reſided 
conſtantly at his manſion-houſe, nor was 
prompted by ambition or intereſt to for- 
ſake his domeſtic happineſs. He had been 
high ſheriff of the county, and was in 
the commiſſion of the peace and a de- 
puty-lieutenant, His education had been 


_ good, and his natural temper was excel- 
lent. 
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tent. Tho' in the 6oth year of his age, 
| he enjoyed ſound and uninterrupted 
health, to which a temperate life had 
much contributed : Miſs Sukey was his 
only child, and the heireſs of his fortune, 
a nephew, on whom part of his free- 
Hold eftate was entailed, and was the laſt 
male heir, having deceaſed about three 
years after her birth: He was not only 
fond of his amiable daughter, but per- 
fectly adored her, and her every advice 
was deciſive with him. He prevented 
all her wiſhes ; her deſires were gratified 
as ſoon as they were hinted to him, even 
m the moſt diftant manner, This beha- 
- , viour was, on her part, returned by an 
aſfection and veneration that poſleſs'd all 
her ſoul, and directed every action of her 
| life. Taken wp with her duty to this 
good parent and to the family, ſhe had 
no proſpect beyond them; but Sir Trevor, 
ever contemplating the charms, the vir- 
tues of his deareſt Sukey, look'd for- 
ward to the fatal hour that muſt deprive 
her of his protection, with the utmoſt 
4 He wiſhed to fee her happily diſ- 
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poſed of in marriage; but in all his re- 
ſearches found none of the neighbouring 
gentlemen, in his opinion, worthy of 
that happineſs, in any degree, but Sir 
Hugh Owen, whoſe eſtate of about ſix 
hundred pounds a year lay near his own. 

He liked his perſon and his temper, and 
his character was untainted with the leaſt 
act of vice. His family had been long 
teſpected for worth and goodneſs ; but his 
education had been ſtrangely neglected, 
fo that he feared his daughter, from her 
diſcernment, would not think him an 
eligible companion for life. However, 
they liv'd in terms of the greateſt friend- 
ſhip, and he was one of their moſt 
eſteemed viſitors. The young lady, tho? 
attended by.a crowd of other ſuitors, even 
fome of them dignified with titles, from 
her own and the neighbouring counties, 
appeared 'to have no tendency herſelf to 
the ſoft inclination ſhe inſpired. Not 
that her heart was impenetrable; for ſhe 
ſeemed formed with all the requiſites to 
the reception of that paſſion which enno- 
bles and exalts the mind ; but her high 
opinion 
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opinion of matrimonial happineſs con- 
vinc'd her that it was a matter that con- 
cerned the judgment as well as the 
heart, and ſhe had ſeen no man yet with 
whom ſhe could enjoy that felicitous 
union, without alloy. Therefore, Sir 
Trevor contented himſelf with hopes 
that ſhe would one day fix her choice, 
and forbore to urge her on this head, as, 
like a wiſe parent, he conſulted more her 
future happineſs than any increaſe of for- 
tune, or the aggrandUizcment of his fa 
mily. 

I be firſt ſight of the Orphan filled 
her with an unuſual pleaſure, and ſhe 
pointed him out to her father; but when 
ſhe heard him talk, the accents of his 
voice, and the knowledge he diſplay'd 
in his obſervations and remarks, entirely 
drew her attention, which Sir Trevor 
perceiving, with- pleaſure, contriv'd to 
continue the converſation with him, as 
long as poſſible, and in his own mind 
eſteemed him the moſt accompliſhed 
youth he had ever ſeen, and even felt a 
ſudden affection for him, often. uſing the 
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expreſſions dear boy — my dear — whilſt 
talking to him, without conſidering him 
as an abſolute ſtranger. From his dreſs, 
and theregard ſhewn to him by Mr.Lloyd 
and Mr. Goldſmith, he made no doubt 
he was a youth of family and fortune, 
and was delighted to find he was nephew 
of the former's lady, whoſe lineage he 
knew to be good, and that her ſpouſe was 
one of the worthieſt men breathing. He 
obſerved, with rapture, the glances he 
caſt at Miſs Sukey, and the ſatisfaction 
that young lady expreſs'd in ſeeing and 
hearing him, and already fondly wiſh'd 
for ſuch a ſon-in-law. Indeed, the notice 
the two young folks took of each other, 
was not unperceived by others, on whom 
it had very different effects. Mr. Gold- 
ſmith, as before obſerved, was troubled, 
and began to fear for his ſcheme of hap- 
pineſs ; Mrs. Lloyd, tho? ſtruck with the 
ſimilarity of genius and temper ſhe 
noticed in them, was apprehenſive for 
her friends, and yet, in her heart, ap- 
plauded them for it, and ſeem'd to think 
heaven. intended them for each other. 


ow a . 
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Mr. Lloyd, who well knew the virtues of 
the baronet and his daughter, forgetting 
Goldſmith and Lucy, form'd already a 
ſcheme of future bliſs for the Orphan, 
whom he ſincerely lov'd. Lucy, the 
gay and volatile Lucy, was piqu*d at the 
viſible reſpect and awe with which Billy 
addreis'd Miſs Thomas; but it was only 
an offence to her vanity z ſhe thought her 


beauty affronted that any one ſhould rob 


her of any part of that notice, which 
yet had been ſo painful to her; ran 
over the perſon of the lady, and form'd 
a ſilent compariſon between them, much 
to her on advantage. Thus matters 
were ſnuated when the vifit was paid 
them at Mr. Hughes's, and tho“ Miſs 
Sukey endeavoured to cement a friendſhip 
with Lucy, her returns of civility were 
forced, and, ſhe knew not why, ſhe did 
not like her. Billy, notwithſtanding he 
took peculiar delight in converſing with 
Miſs Thomas, was not ſingular in direct- 
ing his diſcourſe to her; but now ad- 
dreſs d Lucy, then Mrs. Lloyd and the 
other ladies; tho? already he wiſh'd to en- 


gage 
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gage her converſation alone, and that the 
baronet's invitation had been accepred, to 
whom he made the moſt grateful return 
for the honour he did him in particular, 
He imagined the attachment he felt for 
Miſs Thomas was ſolely cauſed by her 
exalted underſtanding and delicate man- 
ners; he had yet little idea of the gentle 
paſſion ſhe was ſo formed to inſpire, and 
tho' he felt pain at her departure, he 
thought it only the natural conſequence 
of that eſteem for her which had been fo 
greatly excited by her ſuperior qualities. 
He was profuſe in her praiſes, in their 
way home, and modeſtly ſaid, © he was 
glad his dear Lucy had an acquaintance 
that was truly worthy of her love and 
imitation :” But the knowledge he had of 
his good patron's intentions, and the air 
of pettiſh uneaſineſs he diſcovered in his 
invectives againſt aſſemblies, &c. his di- 
recting his eyes principally towards him, 
during that diſcourſe, at once convinc'd 
him that Mr. Goldſmith had viewed his 
aſſiduity to Miſs Thomas, in a light that 
he himſelf had never placed it. He had 
7 . practiſed 
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practiſed no concealments yet, and hi 
honeſt ſoul diſdained them. To the für- 


1: prize of the company he roſe, and aſto- 


niſhed Mr. Goldſmith, by ſeizing his 
hand; and bearing it to his mouth, im- 
preſs'd on it an affectionate kiſs, crying, 
My deareſt father and friend! Let us 
never be preſent more in theſe circles, if 
it gives you the leaſt uneaſineſs. I, for 
my part, have no wiſh beyond this neigh- 
bourhood, and would forego even every 
gratification of youth and pleaſure, 
rather than ſee the leaſt concern impreſs d 
upon that honoured countenance.” - 
Soldſmith could for ſome minutes 
anſwer only by the moſt emphatical look, 
that ever expreſsd amazement, and 
mingled love and tranſport: He bluſh'd 
at his ſon's diſcernment ; he folded him 
in his arms, and the tears ran plentifully 
down his cheeks. Mr, and Mrs. Lloyd, 
Mrs. Julian and Mrs. Penry, were melted, 
they hardly knew why, and Lucy gaz'd 
and wondered what all this could mean: 
After ſome moments, recollecting him- 
ſelf, he exclaimed, © No, my ſon, 1 
8 | never 
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never did or can ſuſpect thee of the leaſt 
diſreſpe& or undutifulneſs: I know thy 
genuine and native generoſity of heart 
too well: But my child I hope will for- 
get what he has perceived — 1 am, per- 
haps, too anxious after events which 
may never be permitted, by providence, 
to happen. Blindly devoted to our own 
ſchemes and purpoſes, we dare deter- 
mine upon future projects, and fet down 
the completion of them as certain, agree- 
able to our fond expectations, which a 
very minute circumſtance may render en- 
tirely abortive. I err, no doubt, in this 
manner, but hope I commit no great 
crime; my deſigns are governed by my 
fincere affection, and I refer all to the 
will of heaven, which knows my mo- 
tives, and I hope will profper my views: 
But, no more of this, at preſent : Only 
let me repeat, that I have no fault to find 
with thee, and if- things fall not out as I 
intend, I am ſure it will never be charg- 
able either upon thy ingratitude or want 
of affection. — Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd's 
eyes were now 3 they ſigh'd at the 
reflec- 
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reflection that their friend, by indulging 
too far his preſent views, might be coun- 


teracting the deſigns of providence, and, 
in the end, thereby produce unhappineſs 
to himſelf and thoſe he moſt valued. 
They lov'd Lucy extremely; but had 
long feared ſhe was not an eligible com- 
panion for their young friend, who was 


ſtill more peculiarly, from his ſituation 
and circumſtances, the * of their 


hopes and cares. 


CHAP. 
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Thich contains matters 3 to be known, 
for the better ene uit what We 
lows, 


Hus affairs were, at Pers 
ſituated; every day communicated. 
new ſatis faction to the knot of ſincere 
friends, in the actions and behaviour of 
the Orphan, but it was diſcovered, to the 
ſtill greater mortification of Mr. Gold- 
ſmith, that tho? he put on an air of the 
greateſt reſpect for Lucy; yet ſhe ap- 
peared leſs and leſs the object of his 
peculiar affection: Nor did that young 
lady, ſo much as before their late jaunts, 
ſeem to confine her deſires to his com- 
pany, often wiſhing and petitioning for 
another journey of pleaſure. In fact, the 
bringing them up together in all the fa- 
miliarity. of brother and ſiſter, had been 
the error which, as well as difference of 
temper, was likely to render Mr. Gold- 
Vol. I. M ſſmith's 
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ſmith's ſcheme abortive. Had they been 
bred at a diſtance from each other, and 
never met, till the time of life when the 
ſofter paſſions begin to ſtir the ſoul, and 
nature herſelf dictates the union of the two 
ſexes, admiration of each other would 
have ſeconded her purpoſes; but they had 
been ſo mutually familiar, as relations 
in the neareſt conſanguinity, as left no- 
thing new to be obſerved, or to excite de- 
ſire; nothing but what they had in com- 
mon with the reſt of their ſpecies. It had 
fared in ſome reſpects, with them, as it 
does with the puny, ſickly huſband, Who 
fancying his wife an angel before enjoy- 
ment, and finding her but a mere woman 
afterwards, is pall'd and diſguſted ; for 
he has idly made external beauty only the 
motive of his choice, which ſhould have 
been directed by quite different conſider- 
ations. Nature herſelf implants an ab-' 
horrence of a matrimonial connection 
with near relations, who have lived in a 
ſtate of conſtant intercourſe with each 
other; the affection produced thereby is 
1 different from the paſſion of love. 
a „ 
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A fine woman, to be ſure, according to 
the rules of judging, barring difference 
of ſkin and complexion, is a fine woman 
every where, Symmetry and harmony 
of ſhape and features, delicacy of form 
and manner, will always be the ſtandard 
of beauty; but the ſurprize that engen- 
ders love is never excited where the object 
is ever in fight, An exquiſite painting by 
the maſterly hands of a Raphael or a Ru- 
bens, would diſguſt if always held be- 
fore us, and if made the toy or the play- 
thing, or the taſk of a youth. to dwell 
perpetually upon, would be as little 
reliſhed as their bibles, which is, abſurdly, 
generally the firſt book they look into at 
ſchool. In fact Billy, ſpite of himſelf, 
tho? he ſtill lov'd Lucy as a ſiſter, began 
to diſreliſh her as a future ſpouſe ; and 
Lucy's head ran upon grandeur and 
titles; ſhe was flattered with the idea of 
naving the epithet Lady added to her 
name, and as ſhe had been ſo aſſiduouſly 
entertained by Sir Hugh Owen, at the 
aſſembly, made no doubt of having him 
or a man of ſtill greater rank, for an huſ- 
M 2 band. 


244 The Generous Briton. 
band. All this, in her gay and thought- 
leſs, way ſhe ſignified to the Orphan, 
which, tho” he reproved her for, he was 
not a little pleaſed with, hoping ſhe her- 
ſelf would bring that to paſs, which he 
thought it ingratitude in himſelf even to 
wiſh, had ſhe appeared ever ſo indifferent 
to him: He had never once loſt the idea 
of Miſs Thomas; ſhe appeared to his 
imagination in all her perſonal and mental 
Charms, and that imagination had height- 
ened them to the utmoſt pitch of perfec- 
tion ; but ſo great was his regard to the. 
peace of the man who had ſav*d and nur- 
tured him, ſo ſincere his affection, that he 
Aways ſtrove to ſtifle theſMhoughts in 
their birth, and ſtudiouſly call'd Lucy to 
mind, and dwelt upon her beauties ; till 
however the ſtriking difference recurr'd, 
whatever he did to prevent it, His mind 
did ample juſtice to her perſon, but the 
minds of Lucy and Miſs Thomas would 
bear no compariſon ; one governed by 
fickly whim and humour, the other by 
reaſon, religion and philoſophy, capable 
ar N de happineſs to its kin- 
dred 
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dred mind by love and friendſhip, and to 


make life truly valuable and happy : In 


* ſhort, Billy had a greater propenſity to the 


Pleaſures of the underſtanding than thoſe 
of the ſenſes; an underſtanding like 
' Miſs Thomas's, adorned with ſo be- 

witching a perſon, could not fail of 

having its full effects. He had, however, 
difficulties to ſtruggle with, had he been 
ſure of a return from that lady, which it 
was almoft impoſſible to ſurmount. Wich- 
out being in the leaſt tinctured with va- 
Inity, he ſet a due value upon himſelf; 
but he thought all the virtues in the 


; world would little avail him in his ſuit, in 


bis preſent condition; an unfortunate or- 
phan, dependant upon the will of another, 
who, tho' a man of good underſtanding, 


and the acuteſt ſenſibility, he had ſeen ſad 


and diſordered, with the leaſt appearance of 


contradiction to his plan in his favour. 
This man he alſo lov'd even more than a 


father and a friend, and would have 


 fooner died an hundred deaths than difo- 


blige, as he look'd upon it, it would betray 
the moſt barbarous and unnatural return 
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for his invaluable favours ; ; nay, in a 
; ſubordinate degree, he would have thought 
it impiety itſelf; nor could he be certain 
that by acting counter to his will he ſhould 
not alſo alienate his other good friends 
from him. Then, as to Miſs Thomas, 
a lady of her rank and fortune was what 
he could never, he thought, aſpire at the 
poſſeſſion of, even had he been the real 
ſon of Mr. Goldſmith; little encourage- 
ment had he, therefore, in his preſent 
condition: In truth, there were ſo many 
impoſſibilities, almoſt, to damp his riſing 
flame, that he nobly reſolved, if poſſible, 
to baniſh it from his breaſt; and by a 
_ vigorous exertion of his powers to divert 
his mind entirely from the delightful 
object. Vain attempt !—As to Lucy, as 
before obſerved, ker little head was all 
afloat and full of vanity ; ſhe behav'd as 
\ uſual to Billy; but had he been propos'd 
as an huſband to her, would have 
roundly and flatly refuſed the offer. 
Thus two years more paſſed away, 
without any accident that could further 


| nn. emily, ſave that Sir Hugh 
| | Owen, 


The. Generous Briton. 247 
Owen, who was really jmitten with Lucy, 


had, now. and ver, viſited. them, and 
expreſt a peculiar r6ſpect for that young 


lady; but had af yet gone no further; 


for ſuppoſing her to be Mr. Lloyd's niece, 
he had enquired particularly of him about 
her, and being inform'd by that gentleman 
and his Lady, that there were other de- 
ſigns in her favour, and having never 
yet been able to ſee her alone, he had 
ſuppreſſed all this while his paſſion, ſeem- 


ingly ſatisfied that he had the liberty of 


gazing upon her, and that he was re- 


ceived in a friendly manner by Mr. 
Goldſmith and his family. 


As to Sir Trevor and his Jonas: 


they had not been able to put their de- 
ſign of viſiting the neighbourhood of 
St. Iſmael into execution, even once, 
ſince the parting at Llanelly; for that 
gentleman, about a fortnight after, was 
attacked by the gout, which, with long 
fits and ſhort intervals, continued to the 
preſent time, and Miſs Sukey could by 
no means leave him; and, as to Mr. 

Goldſmith, thoꝰ he enquired very-friendlily 
M 4 after 
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after them, he had reaſons neither to go 
to Ithin Duon himſelf, or to put his ſon. 
upon the viſit, fearing enquiries, propoſals, 
or ſome what of that kind; as he feared 
Mr. Lloyd, , who had call d there, had 
been ſounded on that head, or that 
another interview would tend to unhinge 
Billy from what he imagined he'was at all 
events refolved upon, that is to ſay, an 
union with Lucy; and, philoſopher and 

jan of "diſcernment as he was, he ſtill 
thought that union practicable and expedi- 
ent. However, Miſs Thomas had not been 
Able to baniſh the pleaſing remembrance 
of the orphan from her mind; ſhe had 
dwelt upon it, till it was even converted 


into an uneaſineſs, as ſhe could not again 


behold the defirable object: She often 


turn'd the diſcourſe to him, with her fa- 


ther, and wiſh'd for his recovery, that 
the might be able to go to St. Iſmael; 


from hence Sir Hugh brought her fre- 


quent intelligence, praiſing Billy to the 
ſkies, and proteſting he thought himſelf 
highly honoured with his friendſhip; for, 
indeed, there Was ſomewhat ſo ſincerely 
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vpright, in Sir Hugh, as had much at- 


tracted the eſteem both of Goldſmith and 
his ſon and the latter) every now and 
then would enquire, with great reſpect, 


after Sir Trevor and his daughter's 
health, when the former was not preſent : 


And theſe enquiries were as punctually re- 


ported to them, by Sir Hugh, who had no 


ſuſpicion of any danger in the communi- 
cation: But even theſe diſtant and faint 
intercourſes ſery'd to keep alive the paſ- 
ſion which had inſpired them; tho' they 
neither of them were aware, at preſent, 
that the flame was ſo well kindled as re- 
quired only communication with each 
other to oppoſe every thing that obſtruct- 
ed its progreſs. 

Young Goldſmith, as we may now 
call him, had become,. by this time, the 
man of buſineſs: He carried the corn and 


the cattle to marker, and tranſacted all 


Mr. Goldſmith's affairs abroad. as well as 
at home, with a fidelity and addreſs, that 


| ſerved more and more to endear him to 


that gentleman : By theſe means he en- 


* his knowledge of the world, and 
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became vers'd in the ways and humours 
of nd yet all his various avoca- 

tions, and the ſight and converſation of 
the ladies, in ſeveral parts of Wales, 
-baniſhed not Miſs Thomas from his 
breaſt : Her perfections would till recur 
to his memory, and tho? he had ſeen and 


__ralk'd with only twice, and that in 


-publick, he form'd compariſons that were 
always diſadvantageous to Lucy and other 
Ladies. Often he heard her mentioned, 
an the neighbouring towns and villages, 
in terms that-juſtify'd his opinion; and, 
as often, could hear the wiſh that ſhe 
might have a huſband as valuable as her- 
elf, who would make her happy as ſhe 
made all about her: He heard ſuch in- 
ſtances, alſo, of her goodneſs and bene- 
volence, as charm'd him in the higheſt 
degree, and perhaps ſtill more, from his 
poſſeſſing ſimilar good qualities himſelf : 
He even, in his frequent viſits at Mr. 
'Lloy@'s and Mr. Jenkins's, was profuſe in 


* » his praiſes of the amiable lady, and ſpoke. 


— ö * N rere _ — 
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in ſuch earneſt terms as not a little ſur- 


"_— them, T hey could not contradict 
what 


The Generous Briton. 4 


what was ſo notorious; but Mr. Jenkins 
knowing the fond deſires of Mr. Gold- 
ſmith, would frequently ſay to him, be- 
tween jeſt and earneſt, My dear Billy, 
don't let the fame of Miſs Thomas's vir- 
tues ſteal your heart away; I ſee you are 
enamoured of her perfections; but ſuch 
happineſs was, perhaps, never intended for 
mortals, as an union between thee and 
her would produce: Behold the common 
lot of mankind !—Women of the greateſt 
delicacy and ſenſibility are too often join'd 
to wretches that can ſcarcely be called hu- 
man; whom nothing but hereditary or 
accidental riches have diſtinguiſhed ; 
whilſt a turbulent ſhrew, as in my caſe, 
ſhall fall to the ſhare of a man who is of 
the moſt placid, quiet and inoffenſive 
qualities, whoſe breaſt abounds in h mit 
F human kindneſs, which leads him to 
bear with what is almoſt paſt ſufferance, 
not being able at the ſame time to excuſe 
his quieſcence in the words of Socrates, 
I have bad children by ber. In fact, it ap- 
pears that providence never intended per- 
fect happineſs for us in this life ; *tis ooly 
M 6 a ſtate 
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4 ſtate of probation, and our ills here, 
to wean us from any ſuch Proſpect. 1 
c6uld wiſh, indeed, bot” . can  fay 1 no 


more 
This wiſh the "OF: too et under- 


Rood: he figh'd and replied, oh! my 


friend, I do not afk you to explain your- 


felf—T ſubmit to my fate, without mur- 


muring may the facrifice I make be ſome 
-retaliation for the great bleflings I have 
received at the hands of my father and 


friend! To be joined, however, to a 
woman l know to be of a different diſpo- 
fition to my own; who know can have 
no tender ſentiments for me, and in whoſe 
affections a fop, a feather, a- monkey or 
a lap-dog, may be my rival, is a ſacri- 
-fice indeed, tho* ſhe may be adorned 
with every external beauty of her ſex. 


Excuſe me, my: deareſt friend,-I can be 
free with- you, and unburthen my whole 


ſoul. There is ſuch a want of entiment, 


even of delicacy, in Miſs Lucy, as fills 


me with an averfion 1 cannot, tho' I 
ſtrive ever ſo much, overcome. I love 
_ "Hor '® as a — 1 would even die to pro- 


mote. 
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mote her happineſs; ſo ſtrong is my gra- 
titude; but ſurely, it were better to be 
caſt out again to wretchedneſs, than to 


proſtitute the noble inſtitution of mar- 


riage to ſuch a purpoſe. IF feel myſelf 
capable of enjoying that felicitous union, 
in its ſupremeſt elevation; how then, 
without counteracting that providence 
you have taught me to adore ; how, with- 
out ſinning with-my. eyes open, can I pre- 


ſume to contract ſuck: a match? FE know 
what you would ſay, what you would 


think, if I had any object in. my eye whoſe 
formation was more elegtble than Lucy's: 
Town ſhe is ſuperior in external charms, 
to any woman I have yet beheld: But J 
ſeek no groſs gratifications. With the 
maxims I have been taught to adhere to, 
certainly ſhould be right, could 1 do it 


with gratitude, in flying the union de- 


ſign'd for me; nay I ſhould repay all the 
ſufferings of Miſs Lucy, much better by 
rejecting any ſuch propoſal. Tell me! 
ch! tell me, thou guide and director 
of my youth, how to perform my duty 
as a rational creature, and yet to diſcharge 
= 13 


n PE < - "I 8 - | 5 a 
. 2, - | . 
— * s ” - . 
2 5 The G 4 
25 254 The Generous Briton. 
2 


the debt of gratitude I owe! Indeed I 
have reſolved, as far as human reſolution 
can go, to obey my father; I will take 
the hand he offers me; but can I marry 
a perſon diſagreeable to me, without vio- 
lating a ſuperior duty? Will a forced 
kind behaviour be any thing more 
than a deception? Can I become the 
-huſband+ of Lucy, and pronounce the 
awful words that ſhall unite us, without 
telling, without /iving @ he? Dreadful 
thought! Have I been taught to be up- 
right in all the concerns of life, and ſhall 
I be otherwiſe in that of the greateſt im- 
portance? No, my very nature recoils at 
the thought, and honour and religion 
weigh down duty, which you ſee kicks the 
beam. * 
Mr. Jenkins was not proof againſt 
_ demonſtration ; he for ſome moments 
was filent: He mus'd, and in a low voice 
aid, <* No, it cannot be; ſhall he intrepidos 
\ altaria tangere ? forbid it heaven!“ in a 
kind of ſoliloquy; and again, making 
wſc of the words of the apoſtle, ** Not /6 
T bave taught, not ſo have ye believed? 


Then n himſelf to the orphan; 
1 am 
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« T am an utter enemy to ſaying any 
thing that ſhall differ from our thoughts: 
You have held an impartial judicatory, 
my child, and I cannot contradict you. 
Leave the matter to me: I will endea- 
vour to do you ſervice: Who ſhould I 
apply to? Why to the moſt rational and 
conſiderate man on the face of the earth : 
Yet, I know, a ſcheme that has been 
nurſed in the fondneſs of imagination, 
for ſo many years, it is difficult to per- 
ſuade him of the folly of: What can 
] do ?—Whyl will perform the part of a 
faithful and ſincere friend, and leave the 
reſt to providence : Mean time, remain 
as you are, ſhew no reluctance (but I. 
need not ſay that) in Lucy's company. 
I will conſult Mrs. Lloyd, and we will 
form ſome method to open your father's 
eyes. I am in no fear of imparting my 
ſentiments to you : Your prudence and 
your amiable diſpoſition will lead you to 
make no ungenerous advantages of my 
conceſſions : Gracious heaven! teach me 
to preſerve my friend, and to aſſiſt this 
excellent N But oh! enable me to 
ſacrifice 
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ſacriſice friendſhip itſelf,” rather cha to 
aid injuſtice and oppreſſion l. 
Mr. Jenkins was as good as his word; 
the very next day he recapitulated to 
Mrs. Lloyd and the Squire, all that had 
paſſed between the orphan and himſelf; he 
even enforced his arguments, and that 
amiable couple were convinced they were 
juſt: But they were albat a loſs how to 
proceed in ſuch a delicate point. Mrs. 
Eloyd at length fell upon the only method 
that appeared feaſible, and in purſuing 
which they might produce the ſalutary 
effects ſo much wiſhed for, without ſeem- 
ing directly to contradict Mr. Goldſmith 
in his favourite deſigns. © Let us,” ſaid 
that amiable lady, make him a viſit to- 
morrow 3 let us repreſent to him that we 
think Mrs. Jones's puniſhment compleat, 
and that it is now time to put her daugh- 
ter into her mother's hands; by which, 
alſo, Billy and ſhe, being remov'd to a 
"diſtance from each other, his views of 
the intended union will be ſtill more pro- 
"moted: They will find an increaſe of 
| fondneſs for each other by abſence; and 
| L- beſides, 


Th" Chou Briton. 


| Beſides, ke cannot with juſtice refuſe her 
longer to her parents, and can certainly 


have no pretence to marry her without 
their participation. Mrs. Jenkins, you 


Know, has ſtill kept up a correſpondence 
with Mrs, Jones, and has inform'd her 
of what paſſes at St. Iſmael : She has. 
ſet every engine at work, I am ſenſible, 
to diſcover who this gentleman and lady 
are, and is not thoroughly fatisfied they 
are mine and Mr. Lloyd's relations : 
She has been further alarmed by having 
heard the young gentleman is called by 
her couſin's name, and that he tranſacts 
all his affairs. She would, long ſince, 
have been down with Mr. Goldſmith for 
an explanation of theſe particulars ; ; but 


ber former crimes have impreſs'd ſo much 


ſhame, that ſhe has not dared to venture 
upon ſuch a, viſit. By this diſcovery, 
every body wilt be freed from further 
embarrafſment : Mrs. Penry may reſume 
her natural liberty, which has been ſo 
much abridg'd for ſuch a number of 


years: Mrs, Julian will be eas'd of her 


toils, in watching and preſerving within 
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7 proper bounds, a young creature, whoſe 
xa diſpoſition has cauſed her no 
little trouble. He will have the ſatisfac- 
| tion, himſelf, of ſhewing his affection 

{for Bil y, every where and upon all occa- 
ions without reſtraint, and it cannot be 

ſuppoſed that Jones and his wife will re- 
| fuſe the propoſed offer of a match be- 
.. tween the orphan and their daughter, I 

ſay, all theſe arguments may be uſed, 

and, I think, he cannot refute them, 
without declaring he will indulge his hu- 
mour, at the expence of his juſtice and 
good ſenſe, which a man of his rectitude 
of ſentiment can never be ſuppoſed wil- 
ling to do. They are both, now, at years 
of diſcretion ; ſhould be left more to the 
exerciſe of their own judgments, and we 
may ſee how different they think from 
each other. Lucy is much of a coquette ; 
that we are ſenſible of; ſhe is, or I am 
miſtaken, ſmitten with the perſon, or 
rather with the title of Sir Hugh Owen: 
That ſhe has a great affection for Billy, 
1 alſo can diſcover ; but it is the affection 


of a liter and a friend, and nothing far- 
- II ther. 


- 
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ther. Let her be ſome time wb . . „ 
rents, and you will ſee, her vanity and . 


their vanity will produce a match with the 
baronet ; in which caſe Billy will be left 


to his own inclinations, and will be quite 
clear of all charge of ingratitude and want 


of duty: That being the caſe, Mr. 


Goldſmith will be proud of the alliance | 


with Miſs Thomas, whe, I muſt inſiſt up- 
on it again and again, is the only lady 
I have yet ſeen that is worthy of ſuch a 
huſband, as he, I believe, is the only 


youth that can deſerve the bleſſing of | 


ſuch a wife, If you approve of my 
ſcheme, let us, as I ſaid, put it in execu- 
tion on the morrow: I wiſh nothing ſo 
much as to ſee our all-accompliſh'd, our 
excellent youth happy : And in this 
ſcheme of happineſs, how many indivi- 


duals will be. benefited, when we are no 
more; what diffuſive benevolence will 


chear the hearts of all that know them “ 
Mr. Lloyd and Mr, Jenkins applauded 


the ſagacity and penetration of the good 


lady, and joined with her in thinking it 
the only one, and the beſt expedient chat 
could 
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- could be deviſed ; they determined to 

follow it the next morning; and the 
"fquire and his lady promiſed to meet 
Mr. Jenkins at St. Iſmael at ten o'clock, 
which was Mr. Goldſmith's hour of re- 
© tiring to his ſtudy ; and they knew his 

fon would be then abſent about buſineſs. 
at Brinmult, near Carmarthen, and con- 
- quently could not interrupt them. 
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CHAP. XVII. 
Which leads to an affefting diſcovery. 


\ULL of their generous deſign they 


arrived at Mr. Goldſmith's at the 


appointed hour, and whilſt the two 


gentlemen, wich that familiarity their 


friendſhip authorized, ran to the Muſæum, 
Mrs. Lloyd imparted their project to Mrs. 
Julian and Mrs. Penry, who readily came 


into it, and thought it the beſt that could 


poſſibly be formed for the purpoſe in- 
tended. She had ſcarce time to finiſh before 
they all three were ſummoned into the 


parlour, to which the three gentlemen had 


adjourned. Lucy was, as it happened, 
paying a vilit to a widow lady at Kid- 
welly ; ſo that Mr. Jenkins, after ſitting 


ſome minutes ſilent, in the moſt prepared 
manner introduc'd the diſcourſe they had 


meditated, . tempering it with ſo much 


real affection and regard to Mr. Gold- 
ſmith, that be ſeem'd to hear him with 


great 
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great patience, nay with ſome degree of 
pleaſure. When the clergyman had 
concluded, he made him this reply: 

«© My dear friend, I am obliged to 
you for the kind intentions you manifeſt 
in what you ſay, and I think you have 
all the reaſon in the world on your ſide : 
It is time, indeed, Lucy were reſtored to 
her parents, and that the ſufferings of 
Mrs. Jones ſhould ceaſe. I ſhall not con- 
tradi& you ; tho' I could have been re- 
Joiced that a certain affair had firſt been 
ſettled to my fatisfaftion : However 1 


cannot at preſent perceive that her reſto- 


ration to her mother, will render my de- 

ſigns abortive : If ſhe is ſincerely re- 
pentant, ſhe will be grateful for the bleſ- 

fings I have procured her: Her daugh- 
ter will return to her embraces equal. to 
her fondeſt wiſhes, and with accompliſh- 
ments which, perhaps, ſhe, would have 
never adorned her with : If (with a ſigh) 
ſhe has any defects, they are derived 
from nature, not, I am ſure, from her 
education: But Where, and in what man- 
ner, ſhall we make this diſcovery ? In 
8 1 my 


wr 
7 N. 
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my opinion *tis beſt to invite them here, 
that we may behold at eaſe the triumph 
of natural affection. And, again, I 
think we ſhould not, previouſly at leaſt, 

acquaint Lucy with her ſtory and that of 
my fon : It may, perhaps, give her diſad- 
vantageous ideas of her parent, which 
I would by no means prompte: It were 


indeed cruel and highly improper. If her 


father and mother ſhould ever think it 
expedient, I ſhould much rather it came 


from them, than from us. Suppoſe I 


ſend a meſſage to deſire their company to 
dinner the day after to-morrow, which will 


be Sunday, and that Billy be the meſſen- 


ger, who will diſcern what effect his ap- 
pearance has upon her, and in what man- 
ner ſhe receives ſuch an uncommon no- 
tice, which ſhe will no doubt be greatly 
ſurprized at, as well as at the meſſenger ; 
tho” no doubt ſhe has heard of him and 


Lucy, ſince we have made them publick. 


I mean to do every thing for the beſt, and 
Jam conſcious you would adviſe me to 
nothing you did not think would have a 
falytary effect. Nein. time, my dear 

friends, 
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friends, Whoſe goodneſs and generoſity 
Have given you ſo great an intereſt in this 
3 matter, who have ſo fond an affection for | 
my ſon and for Lucy, I i invite you to re- | 
main with me; ; indulge me with your ſo- 
ciety for the intermediate t time, ſince here, 
ſo many "happy hours, we have together 
beheld their opening worth.* " | 
The ſquire and his lady e Mr. Jen 98 
alſented to his Propoſal, with pleaſure ; 
quite rejoiced to behold their excellent 
friend fo compliable z ; and it was further 
propoſed by him, that Mrs. Jenkins her- 
ſelf ſhould be ſent for, to ſee the babe of 
her prophecies diſcovered, and to be 
brought to confeſs the folly « of her no- 
tions, if poſſible, | OT OO , de 
We mall leave when together „in 
friendly converſe, and taking the uſual di- 
verſions of St. Iſmael, and fallow the 
orphan, in his day's journey, which had | 
ſome very extraordinary conſequences. | | 
He had ſet out from St. Iſmael, well 
mounted, as uſual, With! intent to buy 
A conſiderable. number of horned 
cartle for the Paſtures. at St. Iſmael, in 
, 
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Which he had ſuch ſucceſs, before noon, 
that he was thinking immediately to re- 
turn home, without viſiting the laſt place 
of his commiſſion; but as he had never 
been at Brinmult before, at length he re- 
ſolved to indulge himſelf by riding thither, 
without conſidering that minute its vicinity 
to Ithin Duon, and that it was part of the 
eſtate of Sit Trevor Thomas. Had he 
thought of that circumſtance, he would 
have declined the viſit, from thoſe pruden- 
tial reaſons by which he had hitherto 
governed Himſelf. He rode thro? the 
village, and refreſh'd himſelf at the gra- 
züer $ hou} ice was a one s throw 
mended, if the hot! Feſta under any ne- 
ceſſity to go there, and was returning 
home warde, when his gars were ſtruck 
vith the plaintive ſounds of a female 
voice, which he perceived iſſued from a 
_ "neat little cottage, ſome hundred -paces 
on his right, and d at mae if he 


it. His: generous — high wich 
* 3 thought, chat, perhaps, he 
Vol. I. N n 1 


| . eee 
| thathe(iniphcimpartalfiftatice. to ſorrow- 
ing ineceffity z and immediately turning 
his hofſe's head towards dhe ſpot, walled 
Him gendiy, willing to ſteal upon itt un- 


| perceiV'd, at de might perchance, with- 
our iche pam uf x declaration, diſcover the 


Pürticalar Giſtreſs of the object that had 
0 ckehtd his fcnfidiftey. For this pur. 
poſe,” lkewhſe; he directed his courſe to 
the back of the cottage, the only door 
ef>vhich-opensl wards che village. N 
vuſtick fene dn thi ſide inalbſectꝭ a ſmall 
Sanden pet, adapted to che cultivation of = 
- Minkry \hetbs, plants and roots; but 
bond che borders the flowery gifts of 
che ſcuſom diſeo vereli ho in jullitious handi: 
Nur weat was to ve feng thrduglibut 
he $hotevindoſure; und ariche upper 
wad; And oppelice'to the back ofilthe! cot- 
cage Ma An urhour, vv which the jeſ- 
Fanine-atid!ithe> honeyſuckle thre their 


bm biclen ound poder rue ſhade in 
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cude 8 of the, laborious {wain. | 
Nor did the goqd condition of the clay- 
daubed ediſice itſelf eſcapæ his notice: 

Here ingolence had. got fuffered a crack 
or a fiſſure to e main. unrepaired nor did 
filthy dirt or , rubbiſhe diſgrace it on any 


ſide. A ſmall rivulet ran cloſe beſide i it, on 
tho border of which hung, upon paſts, the 
wooden were off the family, clean and 
bright as ivory. The complaining ſonnds 
had now for ſome moments (ceaſed, when 
he heard a man's voice, and ceuld plainly 
diſtingaiſn the following Words :: Ah! 
my Mzria, What a met under all our 
affhiqti ens, that de ſpaif es never reoebed 
us e Wascshet patience and pibss reſig- 
nation to the will of providence, that 
have ſtill ſecured us from apt, that have, 
I hope, imtereſted heaven in but behalf: 
Ah let us nome murmur and com · 
plain: Has not the beſt af h vman be · 
ings found out qur melancholy retreat, 


and. with generoſity unparalleled, af- 
torded relief tu dur diſtreſo, and comforted 
un in our anguiſh; If bere. fav] of my 

| N 2 _, 
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life, I muſt at length cloſe thoſe eyes, 
on which mine have gaz'd with ſuch con- 
| ſtant ſondneſs ; if here J muſt be bereft 
of all 1 ever held dear, never will J de- 
part from the mournful ſpot, till grief 
for thy loſs exhauſts the | ſprings of life, 
and tranſports me to thee, in thoſe bleſſed 
regions where pain and ſorrow never dwell, 
and where, no doubt, our perſeverance 
in virtue will ſecure us immortal and un- 
tainted joys : But let-me not anticipate 
this mournful ſcene; yet thou may'ft re- 
cover? Did but our guardian angel, our 
benefactreſs know thy danger, the help 
of phyſick would not be wanted; but 
your deliriums harrow up my foul: I 
dare not leave thee for one moment, in 
this alarming criſis, even to ſend, much 
| leſs can I fly, to a mile's diſtance from 
thee. Oh! may heaven, in this dread- 
ful moment, direct ſome friendly foot 
this way, whoſe compaſſion — en- 
age him to be my meſſenge. 
The Orphan heſitated not a moment 
to reflect upon what he had heard, but 
by Tipping his horſe's bridle: over the fence, 
1 with 
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with eager ſteps ſurrounded the cottage, 
and got to the door, at which, being 
ſhut, he gave a gentle tap. It was open- 
ed by a perſon ſeemingly about fifty years 
of age; of an appearance that belied his 
preſent ſituation : His air was genteel, 
and his figure commanded reſpect; tho? 
his face wore the marks of the moſt lively 
ſorrow, and his dreſs, which had been ap- 
parently good, was much decayed. Im- 
preſs'd as he was with his late wiſh, his 
anxiety, and the ſight of the amiable 
youth, he ſeemꝰd in the utmoſt confuſion; 
but exclaim d, Gentle ſtranger, whe- 
ther of a divine or a human nature; for 

this opportune viſit makes it doubtful 
to me, oh! ſtep in, and let me tell 
thee, how thou mayeſt beſtow upon me 
the moſt invaluable favour : I can per- 
ceive by thy benign countenance, thou 
wilt not refuſe thy aſſiſtance to the moſt 
wretched and diftreſs'd of mortals ! - © 
The orphan, ſtruck with this addreſs, 
by a ſudden and involuntary motion, which 
was dictated by the perſon. and manner 
of the ſpeaker, graſped both his hands 

151 in 
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in his, and anſwered. Tes, Sir, com- 


mand due in any thing: Happy am I, 
that providence directed me this way, at 


fon, who appears ſo much to deſerve. it. 


Can there be à greater pleaſure than to 
foccour unfortunate virtue !” The per- 


fon he replied to, could make no other 
rejoinder than by returning his graſp, the 
mg him to the fide'of a bed where lay a 


female, who, tho“ apparently in a violent 


paruxyſm of arfeven, diſcavered features 
and a countenance that beſpoke, at once, 
his reverence: and xeſpect, cry'd outs 
FOhÞ my Maria; heaven has ſent ti 


dur aid another guardian angel + My 


ceameſt prayers are heard and anfwered !“ 
She was not capable of uttering any ar- 
ticulate reply, but turnꝭd her eyes towards 
Gold ſtnith, with a very emphatical kind 
of aclenouledgment: le, efülbd with 


taſband as he ſuppoſed him to be, aſk*d 
him how long ſhe had laid thus, and what 


he had talen. — Sir, he replied, 


a "t | her 


this time, to be of any ſervice to a per- 


pity and compaſſion, and addreſſing the 
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ler diſottler- laden attacked ber but 
yeſterday;” in the morning 3 the? it has 
got to ſuch an height: andè ſhe has been 
ever ſince ſo dangerouſly bad that J could 
not leave her a moment even to procure 
her attendance:“ 4 Say no more, Sir,“ the 
youth rejoined; Iwill not be gone ten mi- 

nutes, before I return with all you want: 
So ſaying, he flew to his horſe, and rode 
as fleetly as poſſible to the houſe he had 
lately left; procured a kind of ſurgeon 
that bled, &. at Brinmult, ſome wine 
and other proper neceſſaries, and the gra- 
zier's maid-ſervant; and returned in leſs 
than an hour to the cottage, where the 
manner of his reception was ſtill more 
'rouchitig chan before: : By his advice the 
operatir todk fome blood from heriarm, 
and finding her violently hot and ichirſty, 
he Himelf, reeollecting Dr. Dover's prat- 
tice, made her a cool tankard, which ſhe 
drank off at a draught; and the imme- 

diate effects of it were ſoon perceived; 
the opened her almoſt dying eyes, ſqueez'd 

the youth and her huſband by the hand, 
to let them know ſhe was ſenſible, and in 
a few 


